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leads to synchronization with the innner Self and spiritual centre. 
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as well as the future with its invading revolutionary new ways of thinking and new 
technologies, as well as the present with its inevitable Transition to the New time. 
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Introduction 

Bulgaria is an ancient South European country, spread on 1 1 1 
000 set. km., with a population of more than 7 million people. Its 
various landscapes offer a number of excellent spots for different 
types of tourism. The mountains of Stara planina (Balkan), Rila 
(with the highest peak on the Balkans peninsula - Musala, 2925 
m.), Pirin and Rhodope offer splendid locations for Eco and Ru- 
ral tourism, and some of the worlds most renown ski resorts like 
Borovetz, Bansko and Pamporovo are located there. The Stara plan- 
ina mountain is famous for its traditional villages, ancient mon- 
asteries and tales of national heroes. Ancient sacred places of the 
Thracian tribes, spread over for thousands of years, could be found 
in the Rhodope mountain. The Danubian plain in the north holds 
the secrets of the worlds earliest script and the most ancient sun 
cult sites, and is also the very heart of the First and Second Bulgar- 
ian Kingdom (681-1018; 1185-1422, 1598). The Upper Thracian 
plain is located south of the Balkan chain and is the Bulgaria's low- 
est and most fertile region. Some of the oldest town settlements in 
Europe have been located there. Trie 378-kilometer Black sea coast- 
line covers the entire eastern boundary of the country. Bulgaria's 
capital and largest city is Sofia, with a permanent population of 1 
378 000 people. 

Bi>BeAeHHe 






Bi>Arapnii e ApeBHa pcoKHoeBponeiiCKa Atp^aBa, pa3noAO^ceHa 
Ha 1 1 1 000 kb. km., c HaceAeHne ot HaA 7 MHAHOHa avium. HeHHHAT 
pa3Hoo6pa3eH AaHAUia^>T npeAAara mhokcctbo otahhhh Mecra 3a 
pa3AHHHHTe bhaobc Typn3i>M. riAaHHHHTe Grapa riAaHHHa (EaA- 

Katl), PliAa (c HaH-BHCOKHfl BpTxX Ha BaAKaHCKHH nOAVOCTpOB - 

MycaAa 2925 m.), FhipMH h PoAonn pa3noAaraT c hvacchh paiioHH 

3a eKO H CeACKH TVpM3T>M H CBeTOBHO H3BeCTHH CKM KVpOpTH KaTO 

BopoBeu, BaHCKO h ITaMnopoBO. Orapa nAaHHHa e K3BecTHa c Tpa- 
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AMUHOHHHTe ch ceAHma, CTapH MaHacTwpM m AereHAM 3a Haijuo- 
HaAHH repoH. CBeTHAHma Ha TpaKMTe c XHAjiAOAeTHa ncropH* mo- 
raT a^ 6'bAaT oTKpHTti b PoAonMTe. /Xy HaBCKaTa paBHHHa Ha ceBep 

na3H TaMHKTC Ha HaM-paHHMTC nMCMCHH naMCTHHUH PI UCHTpOBC 

Ha CA-bHHeBH^ KyAT b CBera, KaTO ce #B#Ba m cbpueBMHa Ha ribpBOTO 
h Btopoto 6i>ArapcKo uapcTBO (681-1018 r.; 

1185-1422, 1598 r.). IbpHOTpaKHHCKaTa HH3HHa ce HOMHpa Ha 
lor ot BaAKaHa h c Han-HKCKO pa3noAO)KeHaTa w Haw-riAOAopoAHa 
TepHToppiii Ha B'bArapH^, KaTO b hcsl ca otkphth h*koh ot m>pBHTe 
cBponewcKM ceAHma. 378-KHAOMeTpoBaTa nepHOMopcKa 6peroBa 
MBHLta npeACTaBAjiBa ucarht H3ToneH npeAeA Ha crpaHara. Cto- 
AHua Ha B-bArapw^ h Hau-roAXM rpaA e Co<j>Ha c 1 378 000 jxyuiu 
nocTO^HHo HaceAeHHe. 

History in Brief 

The first Bulgarian state was established by Khan Asparoukh in 
68 1 AD alter a successive war with Eastern Roman Empire (Byzan- 
tium). In 866 King Boris I accepted the Eastern Orthodox Chris- 
tianity as the official religion of Bulgaria and it has remained that 
way until present day During the reign of Boris I disciples of the 
holy brothers Cyril and Methodius brought to Bulgaria the Cyrillic 
script which today is used in a number of countries in Eastern Eu- 
rope and Asia. King Simeon I the Great (893-927), Boris 5 son and 
successor, made Bulgaria the most powerful European kingdom of 
his day with tremendous cultural achievements. 

Among the most remarkable moments during the Second Bul- 
garian Kingdom (1 185-1422, 1598) stand the victory of King Ka- 
oyan over the Latin Kingdom of Constantinopol in 1205, the re- 
markable diplomacy which led King Ivan Asen II (1218-1241) to 
hegemony over the Balkans and the vigorous growth of the Chris- 
tian religious centers and culture in the time of King Ivan Alexan- 
der (1331-1371). 

The Third Bulgarian state began its existence after the Russo- 
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Turkish war in 1878 and gained its full sovereignty in 1908. In 
1945, after the World War II, Bulgaria became a communist state 
and was a part of the Eastern Bloc. 

After the end of the Cold War in 1989/1990 the Communist 
Party allowed multi-party elections and Bulgaria undertook a tran- 
sition to parliamentary democracy and free-market economy. 

Nowadays Bulgaria is a member of the European Union, NATO, 
the United Nations and the World Trade Organization. It has 
a high Human Development Index of 0.743, ranking 58 ch in the 
world in 2010. 

KpaTKa HCTopHiecKa cnpaBKa 

ITbpBaTa 6iArapcKa AtpacaBa 6HAa ocMOBaHa ot xaH Acnapyx 
npe3 681 r. caca ycneuiHa Bomia cpeury H3TOMHaTa PHMCKa mm- 
nepiiH (Bn3aHTna). iTpe3 866 r. nap Eopnc I npneA H3TOHHonpa- 
BocAaBHOTO xpHCTHiiHCTBO 3a o(J)MUHaAHa peAHrHfl Ha BT>Arapns, 
kohto ocTaBa TaxaBa ao HaiiiH a hh - n° BpeMe Ha HeroBcro uapy- 
BaHe yneHHUH Ha cBeraTe 6paT^ KnpHA h Mctoahh aohccah b 
B-bArapH^i KHpuAHiiara - nHCMeHOCT, ko^to AHec ce H3noA3Ba ot 
peAHqa A>p3KaBM b H3TOHHa EBpona h A3HH. IJap Cmmcoh I BeAM- 
kh (893-927 r.), chh m HacAeAHHK Ha Eopuc, HanpaBHA E-bArapmi 
Haii-MorbiuaTa AT>p>*<aBa Ha cbocto BpeMe c M3i<AK)MHTeAHH KyAryp- 

HM nOCTiDKeHHfl. 

CpeA HaH-naMeTHHTe momchth Ha BTopOTO 6i>ArapcKO iiapcTBO 
(1185-1422, 1598 r.) ca no6eAaTa Ha iiap KaAOHH HaA AaraHCKO- 
to iiapcTBO Ha KoHCTaHTHHonoA npe3 1205 r., 3a6eAe>KHTeAHaTa 
AHnAOMauna Ha uap HsaH AceH II, koato ro AOBeAa ao xereMOHrra 
Ha BaAKaHHTe, Kaicro n moiuhh^t pacTe>K Ha xpucrajiHCKHTe peAH- 
TH03HH iieHTpose w KVATypa no BpeivieTO Ha nap MBaH AAeKcaHA^p 
(1331-1371 r.). 

TpeTaia 6i>ArapcKa Atp^aBa 3anoHHaAa cbiuecxByBaHeTO cm 
CAeA PycKO-TypcKaTa BOHHa npe3 1 878 r. h nocTMrHaAa ntAHaTa ch 
He3aBHCnMocT npe3 1908 r. Caca Kpaa Ha BropaTa cBeTOBHa BOHHa 
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npe3 1945 r. BiArapua CTaHaAa KOMyHHCTMMecica fi^pMBM2 11 m.u I 

OT M3TOHHHLH 6aOK. 

Caca Kpaa Ha GryAeHaTa BOHHa npe3 1989/1990 r. Kom\ mil 
THMecKaTa napTKfl pa3peiiiH npoBOKAaHeio Ha MHorormpi iimm 
H36opn h BtArapHH 3anoHHa npexoAa kt>m napAaMeHTapua ACMO 
KpauH^ m CBo6oAHa na3apHa HKOHOMHKa. 

noHacTo^meMBi>ArapHH eHAeHHaEBponeHCKHHCT>po3, MAI < > 
OpraHH3aLtw^Ta Ha o6eAHHeHHTe HaLiHH h CseTOBHaTa TT>prOB 
opraHH3aLjHii. CTpaHaTa MMa bhcokhat hha^kc 0.473 3a hobciiiko 
pa3BHTne, KoeTO h OTpe^KA^ 58 mhcto b CBeTa npe3 2010 r. 

Sofia 

Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, is one of" the oldest settlements in 
the world with its more than 8500 years of history. 

Traces of human activities were found in the center of Kremik- 
ovtzi district from 6500 BC. The city of Trary and Tylatei tribes 
emerged along the mineral springs in 8 th century BC. The city was 
later called by the Romans Serdica i.e. "the city of the Serdi" which 
were the local tribe since 1 st centurty BC. 

During the time of Emperor Marcus Ulpius Traianus (98-1 17 
AD), Serdica received official city rights and an independent 
self-government. In the second half of the 2 nd century AD Ulpia 
Serdica was strongly fortified with monumental city walls for de- 
fense against the impendent barbarian menace, coming from the 
lands north of the Danube River. At the end of the 3 rd century the 
city became a centre of the newly found Roman province of Dacia 
Mediterranea. 

Serdica was the favourite city of the Roman Emperor Constan- 
tine the Great. In fact he was born not very far west from here. The 
emperor even thought to move the imperial capital to Serdica. His 
statement "Serdica is my Rome" was recalled for generations. At the 
time of Constantine the Great Serdica became the eparchial center 
of the Church. 
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The French historian M. Le Quien (1661-1733) started the list 
of Archepiscops of Bulgaria with the name of Protogen Serdician, 
who lived at the time of Constantine. Protogen was one of the 20 
most respected members of the First Ecumenical Council in Nycea 
in 325 AD. In the year of 343 an Ecumenical council was convened 
in Serdica. 

The city became part of the First Bulgarian Kingdom in 809 and 
was known as Sredetz in medieval times. It was named Sofia in 14 th 
century and chosen for capital of Bulgaria in 1 879. 

Co(j>*L» 

GroAHuaTa Ha EtArapHA - Co<J>H.a, e cahh ot Han-CTapHTe rpa- 
AOBe Ha cBeTa, hhato B-b3pacT HaAXBi>pAji 8500 toahhh. Cacah ot 
MOBeuiKa AeiiHOCT ot 6500 r. np. Xp. ca OTKpnTM b panoHa Ha KBap- 
TaA KpeMHKOBiiH. FIpe3 VIII BeK np. Xp. Kpan: MecTHHTe MHHepaA- 
hh H3Bopn Bi>3HHKHaAO ceAume Ha nAeMeHaTa Tpepn h TPiAaTen. 
Ot I b. np. Xp. 3anoHBa cnoMeHaBaHeTO Ha HeroBHTe hobh o6HTa- 
TeAH - nAeMeTo cepAH, 3a KoeTo hhkoh yneHH AonycKaT kcatckh 
npoH3xoA. OTTaM HABa h m>pBOTo 3acBMAeTeACTBaHO HMe Ha rpa- 
Aa, c KoeTO ro HapeKAH phmahhhtc - CcpAHKa. 

ITo BpeMeTo Ha HMnepaTop MapK yvnHH TpaflH (98-1 17 r. np. 
Xp.) CcpAHKa noAVHHAa o^HiinaAHH rpaACKH npaBa h He3aBHCH- 
mo co6cTBeHO ynpaBAeHne. ITpe3 BTopaTa noAOBHHa Ha II b. YvnwH 
CepAHKa 6nAa chaho yicpeneHa c MOHyMeHTaAHH rpaACKH ctchh 3a 
3aniHTa cpeury HaABHCHaAaTa 3anAaxa ot HanaAeHKH Ha OTBtAAy- 
HaBCKH nAeMeHa. B Kpa* Ha III b. rpaAtT CTaHaA LjeHTbp Ha hobo- 
c^opMHpaHaTa pHMCKa npOBHHui-m „CpeAH3eMHa AaKH^". 

CepAHKa 6HAa ak)6hmhet rpaA Ha HMnepaTop KoHdaHTHH 
Bcahkh, kohto 6ha poAeH HeAaAeH 3anaAHO OTTyK. HMnepaTop^bT 
AOpw o6mhcajia Aa npeMecra CTOAHiiaTa Ha PuMCKaTa HMnepwfl b 
CepAHKa, a H3Ka3BaHeTO My „CepAHKa e moat Phm" 6hao cwcpaHe- 
ho 3a noKOAeHHjua. ITo BpeMeTo Ha KoHCTaHTHH Bcahkh CepAHKa 
CTaHaAa h enapxnaAeH neHTtp Ha U^pKBaTa. 
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OpeHCKRST HcropnK M. Abo KweH (1661-1733 r.) nocoMBa 
ripoToreH CepAHKMHCKH, kohto 6ma BAaAHKa Ha rpaAa no BpeMcro 
Ha MMnepaTop KoHCTaHTHH, 3a nr>pBH apxnenHCKon Ha E"bArapH#. 
IlpoToreH 6ha cahh ot ABaACceTTe HaH-yBa>KaBaHH ynacTHHiiH Ha 
n*bpBH« BccAeHCKH cT>6op b HHKefl npe3 325 r. Bccachckh cb6op 
ce npoBeA b CepAHKa npe3 343 r., Ha kohto 6hah B3eTH Ba>KHn pe- 
iueHH« 3a 6i>AeLueTO Ha LJtpKBaTa. 

TpaA"bT 6ha npHCbeAHHeH kt>m nh>pBOTO 6i>ArapcKO uapcTso 
npes 809 r., a npe3 CpeAHOBeKOBneTO CTaHaA H3BecTeH KaTO Cpe- 
Aeii. C^BpeMeHHOTO HMe Ha rpaAa - Co<j>h.h, ce cnoivieHaBa 3a ntp- 
bh m>T npe3 XIV b., a npe3 1879 r. Co<j>h\h e H36paHa 3a cTOAHiia 
Ha EtArapn-H. 

1. St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral 

In 1879 the First Bulgarian National Parliament cook a decision 
co build a cachedral church. Ic was named after che Russian medieval 
prince, great warrior and sratesman Alexander Nevsky (Ale-xander 
of river Neva), in remembrance of che crucial role of che Russian 
army for che national liberacion of Bulgaria in 1878. 

The main scone of che building was puc in che ground on che 
highesc poinc of che cicy of Sofia on iMarch 3 rd , 1882. 

The archiceccural plan of che five nave church in Neo-Byzancine 
scyle was designed by che Russian archicecc prof. Alexander Pomer- 
an czev(1848-1918). The church was bnik between 1904 and 1912 
and cost 5.5 million leva. 

A square face of 3170 m2 assures che possibilicy of gathering 
abouc 5000 people cogecher. 

The main dome is 45 m high and surrounded by che prayer "Our 
father" wriccen in golden characcers. The church bell tower is 53 m. 
high and concains 12 bells weighcing 23 tones. Upon completing 
che conscruccion works, che Cachedral became the biggesc church 
on che Balkans and ic remained such until 1984 when che Serbs 
raised the church of Sc. Sava in Belgrade. 



— 8 — 



About 300 original masterpieces of the Bulgarian Christian art 
from 9 th - 19 lh century are located in the subterranean crypt of the 
St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral. 

In 1924 the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral was pronounced 
Monument of supreme cultural value. In 1951 it was chosen to be 
the Cathedral of the Bulgarian Patriarch. Fifty years later the holy 
relics of St. Alexander of Neva were donated to the church by the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 

The official celebration day of the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathe- 
dral is November 23 rd . 

npe3 1879 r. m>pBUsn 6i>ArapcKH HlapAaMeHT, cBHKaH b TbpHo- 
bo 5 npweA peuieHneTO 3a nocipo^BaHe Ha KareApaAHa LVbpKBa b ho- 
BOH36paHaTa cTOAHita - Co^ast. XpaMtT 6ha HapeneH Ha hmcto Ha 
roACMHfi pycKH A^p^aBHHK AAeiccaHA'bp HeBCKH (ok. 1220-1263) 
b Hecr Ha 3HaMMTeAHaTa poAji, kohto Vycwx H3MrpaAa 3a ocbo6o>k- 
AeHHeTo Ha BtArapHJi. 

Ochobhh^t KaMi>K Ha rpaAe>Ka 6 ha noAO^ceH Ha HaH-BHCOKaTa 
TOMKa b rpaA Co<j>hh, cpeA ocTaHKHTe Ha aPcbhha HeKponoA Ha 
CepAHica Ha 3 MapT 1882 r. 

ApxMTeKTypHH^iT nAaH, npeABM>i<Aam KaTeApaAaTa Karo neTKO- 
pa6Ha ui>pKBa b HeoBH3aHTHHCKH ctma, 6ha H3pa6oTeH ot pyciaiH 
apxMTeKT rrpocj). AAeKcaHAi>p noiviepaHueB (1848-1918). CTpo- 
exT>T Ha „Cb. AAeKcaHAtp Hcbckm" npoAi>A^KMA ot 1 904 ao 1 9 1 2 r. 
m crpyBaA 5.5 MHAMOHa Aesa. 

BHyuiHTCAHaTaB-bTpeniHaKBaApaTypa HaxpaMaoi3170 M 2 no3- 
BOA^sa eAHOBpeMeHHOTo npHCbCTBHe Ha 5000 BiipBainH. 

Ochobhk^t KynoA e bhcok 45 m. h okoao Hero c BrpaAeHH 3AaT- 

HH 6yKBH e H3IIMCaHa MOAHTBaTa „Othc Haui". IJ[ r bpKOBHaTa KaM- 

6iHapH* ce iMBHCJiBa Ha 53 m. BucoMHHa, a ABaHaAecerre KaM6aHM 
b Hen ca c o6ii;o TerAO 23 TOHa. „Cb. AAeKcaHA^p Hcbckh" e 6ha 
Hapi-roAeMH^T npaBOCAaBeH xpaM Ha BaAKamiTe ot 3aBtpiiiBaHeTO 
Ha HeroBH>i crpoe>K npe3 1912 r. ao H3AHraHCTo Ha 6eArpaACKaTa 
KaTeApaAa „Cb. CaBa" npe3 1984 r. 

B KpurrraTa HaxpaMa ca eKcnoHHpaHM HaA 300 ot HaM-A°6p MTe 



— 9- 



npoH3BeAeHMji Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa LVbpKOBHa MiBonHC 01 IX ao XIX 
BeK. 

EIpe3 1 924 r. LVbpKBaTa „Cb. AAencaHAtp HeBCKii" e o6*&eHa 3a 
„riaMeTHHK Ha KyATypaTa c HaqwOHaAHO 3Ha*reHMe", a npe3 1951 r. 
tx cxaHaAa KaTCApaAeH xpaM Ha 6'bArapcKHH narpnapx. B hcct Ha 
50-roAHUiHHHaTa oTTOBacb6HTMe, npe3 2001 r. b hcr 6iixa npneTH 
Ha cbxpaHCHnc moihh Ha Cb. AAeKcaHA'bp Hcbckh, AapeHH ot Py- 
CKaTa npaBOCAaBHa ui>pKBa. 

OcJ)Hi4MaAHMHT npa3HPix Ha xpaM-naMCTHHK „Cb. AAeKcaHAi>p 
HeBCKH 4 ' ce MecTBa BC^Ka roAMHa Ha 23 HoeMBpn. 

2. St. Sofia church 

Sr. Sofia church began its existence as a small offering table - 
mensa sacrae on the grave of an early Christian martyr in the high- 
est point of the city of Serdica - its eastern necropolis. Small group 
of believers gathered around it on the day of commemoration of the 
dead and on some Church feasts, even before the official legaliza- 
tion of Christianity in 313 AD. In the beginning of the 4 th century 
a small martyrium was raised here and two silver boxes with holy 
relics of Christian martyrs were ensconced in its marble floor. A 
beautiful mosaic representing the Fountain of Life with two birds 
on its both sides has been depicted on the floor. 

Five church buildings were built one above the other until reach- 
ing the looks of present day, the monument which took shape in the 
time of the Emperor Justinian the Great ($18-565 AD). It is a three 
nave basilica in the form of Latin cross. Today the church, located 
just beside the Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, is open for visitors, 

St. Sofia church still hides the answers of many mysterious ques- 
tions connected with the earliest days of its existence. It is not quite 
clear for the scientists who the Patriarch in which honour was made 
the inscription on the southern base of the dome was. According 
to a legend the church was built by St. Helena and it was here thai 
either she or her relative - Princess Sofia was buried. 
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2. U/BpKBa „Cb. Co<j>ira" 









U/bpKBaTa „Cb. Co^>mk" 3anoHHaAa CBoero CLmecTBysaHe KaTO 
MaAKa Maca 3a Appose Bi>pxy rpo6 Ha paHHOxpHCTHflHCKH mt>hc- 

HHK, Kpati KOHTO B A^Hfl Ha HCrOBOTO nOMeHyBaHe M Ha IVbpKOBHH 

npa3Hiiuw cc o>6MpaAM B^pBaujH ot cepAHKHHCKaTa xpucraaHCKa 
o6ihhoct 9 Hafl-Bepo^THO ouje npeAH AeraAH3HpaHeTO Ha xpHcra- 
^hctboto npe3 313 r. Bt3noMeHaTeAHa crpaAa - MapTHpHH, c npe- 
Kpacen M03aeMeH noA, 6ha M3AnrHaT Ha cmuoto aihcto b HanaAOTO 
Ha IV bck. 3a ocBcmasaHe Ha nocTpoHKaTa b noAa 6hah BrpaACHPr 
ABe cpe6LpHH KOB^e^eTa - peAHKBapHH, b kohto HMaAO mojuh Ha 
cb#th xopa. Il'bCTpoii.BeTHaTa M03aHKa Ha noAa H3o6pa3#BaAa cu,c- 
HaTa ^MsBoptT Ha sKHBOTa" - A^e hthljm ot ABeie CTpami Ha bchho 

6AHKam H3BOp, 4eCTO cpeiljaHa B Kl>CHOaHTHHHOTO M paHHOXpHC- 
THilHCKOTO PI3KyCTBO. 

rieT m>pKBH 6hah HaArpaAeHH c TeneHne Ha BpeMexo, AOKaTo 
xpaMi>T „Cb. Cofyust" npHAoGne cerauiHM* cm oGahk. CrpaAaTa, 
kohto AHec e oTBopena 3a noccTUTCAii Ha nA. „AAeKcaHAT>p Hes- 
ckh", 6nAa nocTpoeHa no BpeMeTO Ha HMnepaTop K)cTHHiiaH I Be- 
ahkh (5 18-565 r.). CnopeA CBOjrra apxmeKTypHa nAamipoBKa tr 
npeACTaBAHBa TpHKopa6Ha Kp^bCTOicynoAHa 6a3HAHKa bt>b <|)OpMaTa 

Ha T.Hap* M AaTHHCKH Kp"bCT". 

Ci>mecTByBaT AOCTa AereHAM, CBT>p3aHH c Hepa3KpnTHTe 3araA- 
KH Ha L^pKBaTa. Bee omc He e h3«chcho koh naTpnapx BT>3XBaAXBa 
HaAnwca b io>KHaTa ocHOBa Ha KynoAa. Mhtmhhh ham hcthhhh ca 
npeAaHHHTa, l ie utpKBaTa 6nAa nopviaHa ahhho ot Cb. EAeHa h tji 
hah HewHa poAHHHa - npHHqeca Co<j)HH, 6nAa norpe6aHa b hc«, 

CblllO e BLIipOC, KOHTO HZKcL CBOfl OTrOBOp. 

3. St. George church 

The St. George church is located today in the square locked of 
the Presidency and the Sheraton Hotel. The round building with 
a dome was built in early 3 d century as a caldarium for the Roman 
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Emperor Caracallas (209-217 AD) local thermae baths. In the be- 
ginning of 5 lh century the monument was transformed into an Early 
Christian martyrium or a baptistery for a basilica church nearby. 

Three different layers of medieval wall paintings still can be seen 
in the inner body of the church. The earliest is from 11 th century 
and an image of the prophet Iona is preserved there. The decoration 
of the church continued in 14 1 ' 1 and especially in 15 th century, and 
many images of saints are still visible from that time. 

The first written record for the existence of" the church dates from 
15 th century. It states that in 1469 the episcopal church of St. George 
stored for a week the holy relics of the most beloved saint of the Bul- 
garian Kingdom at that time - St. Ivan Rilski, during their procession 
from the capital of Turnovo to the Rila monastery. Other holy relics 
were also kept in the church - those of the Serbian King Milutin, 
before they were moved to St. Nedelya church also in Sofia. 

Between 1893 and 1898 the church was mausoleum of the first 
ruler of the Third Bulgarian Kingdom - Prince Alexander I von 
Battenberg (1879-1886). 






3. Ll,T>pKBa „Cb. TeoprH" 

Ll/bpKBaTa „Cb. IeoprH" ce HaMMpa b ABopa Ha ITpe3MAeHCTB0- 
to. KptrAaxa crpa/^a c KynoA 6nAa H3AHmaTa npe3 paHHHH III BeK 
Ka-ro KaAAapHVM 3a 6aHHTe Ha pmmckhji HMneparop KapaKaAa 
(209-2 17 r.). 

B HanaAOTO Ha V BeK naMeTHHKT>T 6ha TpaHcxjjopwHpaH b paH- 

HOXpHCTKHHCKJI MapTHpHH HAH 6anTHCTepHH 3a HVXAHTe Ha 6aH3- 

Ka u-bpKBa. 

ITo Bi>TpeiHHHTe creHi-i Ha cbBpeMeHHaTa nT>picBa Bee ome mo- 
raT Aa 6tAaT pa3rAeAaHH TpH pa3AH4HH caoa cTeHonncn. Ot HaH- 
paHHHH caoh, Aarapaiu ot XI BeK, e cbxpaHeH o6pa3a Ha npopoK 
HoHa. 3orpa<J)HCBaHeTO Ha xparvia npoAT>A>KHAO npe3 XIV m oco6e- 
ho npe3 XV BeK, OTKoraTO ca noBeneTO n3o6pa3KeHHji Ha cbctuh h 
6h6achckh ahhhocth, bhahmh AHec. 
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ITbpBOTo nwcMeHO cBCA^HMe 3a nipKBaxa „Cb. leoprn" Aarapa 
ot XV bck. EIo TOBa BpeMe tx 6nAa enHCKoncKH xpaM, b kohto 3a 
ceAMima 6hah na3CHH CBeraTe moium Ha Cb. HBaH Phackh npn 
npeHacHHeTo mm ot ToraBaniHaTa CTOAHija TtpHOBO kt>m Phackhjj 
MaHacTHp. B „Cb. TeoprH" 6hah cbxpamiBaHH h MomHTe Ha cpi>6- 
ckrh KpaA MMAyTMH, npeAH Aa. 6i>a^t npeMccxeHM b LVbpKBaTa „Cb. 
HeA^AJi". 

Me^CAy 1893 h 1898 r. ij-bpKBaTa „Cb. reoprn" n3irbAHflBaAa 

pOAHTa Ha MaB30AeH 3a TAeHHHTe OCTaHKH Ha KHH3 AAeKcaHA^p I 

Ba T eH6epr (1879-1886 r.). 



4. Boyana church 









The most famous Bulgarian cultural site from medieval times is 
the Boyana church. It is located in the southern district of Boyana, 
on the slopes or the Vitosha mountain. 

The first part of the church was built in 11 th century. Later, in 
1259 a two floored building was attached to its front wall. That oc- 
curred during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom when King Constan- 
tine-Asen ruled on the throne in Turnovo and Kaloyan was gover- 
nor of Sofia. The new church was named after the saints Nikola and 
Fantaieimon. Its lower part was built for a burial chapel for the local 
governor and also narthex of the older building. The upper floor 
was planned for a second church. The outer part of the whole ritual 
complex was built in 1 9 th century to give more space to the visitors. 

The extraordinary wall paintings from 13 th century have made 
the church part of the UNESCO World Heritage list. The vivid 
expression of Jesus and the saints images which stand outside of the 
Byzantine canon of that time provoked scholars to label the Boyana 
church wall paintings the beginning of Renaissance art. According 
to the theory of Prof. B. Dimitrov based on graffiti found in 2008 
the name of the genius Bulgarian painter was Vasilii from Subono- 
sha (presently in Macedonia). One of his disciples was Dimitrii and 
there was a third man, whose name is still unknown. 
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4.E 



OAHCKaTa irtpKBa 



Bo^HCKaTa utpKBa „Cb. Hmkoa;i h FlaHTaAeHMOH" e cahh ot 
6e3i;eHHHTe o6pa3U,H Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa cpe^HOBeKOBHa apxHTCKTy- 
pa. Anec irtpKBaTa ce HaMupa Ha okoao neTHaAeceT MHHyTH m>T 
c KOAa ot ueHTbpa Ha cTOAHuaTa, MaAKO HaA nAoiqaAa Ha KBapiaA 
BoHHa. 

Haft-paHHaTa nacT ot crpaAaTa Ha Bo^HcicaTa q-bpKBa, ko£- 
to AHec npeACTaBAJiBa hchhh.ht h3tomch Kpan, c iwaAKa ceAHujna 
irtpKBa, nocrpoeHa npe3 XI bck. rio-KbCHO, npe3 1259 r., kt>m Hex 
ot 3anaA 6HAa Ao6aBCHa HOBa, no-roAHMa AByeTa>KHa crpaAi. 

ToBa ce CAyHHAO no BpeMeTO Ha BTopoTO 6i>ArapcKO qapcTBo, 
KoraTO Ha Tpona b cTOAHuaTa TtpHOBo 6ha u.ap KoHcraHTHH- 
AceH. LJapflT hmsa 6paTOBneA Ha HMe KaAO^H, Kororo Ha3HaHHA 3a 
ynpaBHTeA Ha cocjmHCKaTa o6AacT c THTAaTa ceBacTOKpaTop. 

3a.MHCT>AbT Ha CTpoe>Ka npe3 1259 r. 6ha npH3eMHHflT cTa>K Ha 
HOBaTa ixtpKBa „Cb. HnKOAa h Cb. IlaHTaAeHMOH" ^a e norpe6aA- 
Ha KaMepa 3a mccthhh ynpaBHTeA h cLmeBpeivieHHO npnTBop Ha 
CTapaTa ceAHUjHa iripKBa. TopHiiaT eTa>K Ha HOBaTa nocTpoMKa 6ha 
nAanyBaH KaTO BTOpa irbpKBa. HaH-B-bHiimaTa, 3anaAHa nacT Ha ire- 
ahx KOMnAeKc, e nocrpoeHa npe3 XIX BeK c neA Aa 6t>ac paiuiHpe- 

HO npOCTpaHCTBOTO 3a nOKAOHHUlIHTC 

ripHHHHaTa IOHECKO Aa bkaiomh BojmcKaTa i^pKaa io>m 

CBOX CnHCTjK Ha CBeTOBHOTO KyATypHO HaCACACTBO HeClMHeHO 

ca yHHKaAHHTe CTeHonnai Ha u,T>pKBaTa ot 1259 r. 06pa3>iTe Ha 
Hcyc h CBeTUHTe ca AaAen iio->khbh h 3cmhh ot AomiiTe HaBimH- 
thhckmh KaHOH no OHOBa BpeMe h nopaAH TOBa Te ca npKeiviaHH 
3a HanaAO Ha H3KycTBOTo Ha eBponencKH* PeHecaHC. Ilpe3 2008 r. 
6e oTKpHTa caMOAHHHOCTTa Ha reHnaAHiix 6"bArapcKH MaiiCTop-xy- 
AO>khhk, 3orpa^)HcaA qtpKBaTa - BacHAHH ot Cy6oHoma (ahcc b 
MaKeAOHH>i). HeroBH^T noivioinHHK ce e Ka3BaA AnMHT"bp, a hmcto 
Ha TexHHfl MHpai< octaBa HeH3BecTHo ao MOMeHTa. 
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5. Dragalevtsi monastery 

The Dragalevtsi monastery is located just outside Sofia in the 
lower parts of the Vitosha mountain. It is reachable on the road 
from Dragalevtsi district to the Aleko ski resort, only about a mile 
after Dragalevtsi. 

The monastery Purest Holy Mother of God was established in 
1345 probably on demand of King Ivan Alexander. In 1476 during 
the reign of the Sofia local ruler Radoslav Mavur the church As- 
cension of the Holy Mother of God was reconstructed and richly 
decorated with remarkable paintings. The most magnificent scene 
is that of the Judgement day in the narthex of the church. The 1 5 th 
century artist presented the Angel of the Lord scorching the sky at 
the time of the Second Coming of the Christ and the resurrection 
of the dead. 

The second layer of paintings comes from 17 th century, with the 
participation of the famous local painter Pimen Zograf. It is cur- 
rently preserved in the Museum of Sofia, located in the former 
Central Bath. Small part of the second layer including the splendid 
image of St. Maria of Egypt can now be seen in the newer church 
St. Mina, attached to the church of Ascension in the 1930s. The 
miraculous icon of Holy Mother of God is also preserved there. 

In 16 th century the monastery housed and flourished a medieval 
school of writing. The Bulgarian national hero Vasil Levski founded 
one of his revolutionary committees here. In 1951 the place became 
a girls' monastery. 



5. Ap araA CBCKH MaHaCTHp 






AparaAeBCKHiiT MaHacTHp ce HaMnpa b ceBepHOTo noAHO>Kne Ha 

BnToma, Ha 3 km caca ueHrbpa Ha KBapraA AparaAeBiiM b nocoxa 
cKH-KypopT „AAeKo". 

MaHacTHptT „Cb. npeHHCTa BoropoAHua BHTouiKa" e ocHOBaH 
npe3 1345 r. BepojiTHO no BOAjrra Ha liap HBaH AAeKcaHA,T>p. Han- 
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CTapoTO CBeAeHne 3a MaHacrapa e 3ana3eHO bi.b BHTOiuKaTa 3Aaro- 
nenaTHa rpaMOTa Ha iiap MsaH IlInuiMaH or Kpa.a Ha XIV b. 

ripe3 1476 r., Koraio ynpaBHTeA Ha co<J)HMCKa o6AacT 6ha Pa- 
AocAaB MaBi>p, MaHacTHpcKa'ra u,i>pKBa „B-b3HeceHHe EoropoAHH- 
ho" 6nAa peKOHCTpyHpaHa h H3nncaHa c KpacHBH creHonncw. Haft- 
3a6cAC)KMTCAHaTa cueHa ot Te3H ctchoiihch - „CTpaiiiHM>iT cba". e 
pa3noAO>KeHa b nptiTBopa Ha HT>pKBaTa. Hch3bccthhst xvao^chhk 

e M3o6pa3MA aHreA, kohto pa3A*ipa Hc6ecaia b MOMeHTa Ha BTopo- 
to npHmecTBue Ha Hcyc XpHCTOc h BT>3KpeceHHeT0 Ha MtpTBHTe. 
B H3riHCBaHeTo Ha BTopnji caoh ot cxeHonHCH npe3 XVII b. e 
ynacTBaA H3BecTHHjiT MecTeH xvao:>khhk FlMMeH 3orpa<j). HacT ot 
CTeHonHCHTe ce cbxpaH^sa b My3e/i 3a ncTopim Ha Qo^ur, hhcto 
OTKpMBaHe, b crpaAaxa Ha 6nBiiiaTa rpaACKa 6aHj* Ha yA. „EK3apx 

HOCMCJ)", npCACTOH. 

CTeHOnHCHTe OT T03M BTOpH CAOH OT XVII B-, KOHTO MOraT A a 
6l>AaT BHA^IHH B MaHaCTHpa, B TOBa HHCAO H 3a6eAOKHTeAHOTO H3- 

o6pa>KeHMe Ha Cb. Mapua EmneTCKa, ca npeACTaBeHH b HOBaTa 
UtpKBa „Cb. MwHa", koato e H3rpaAeHa npe3 1930 r. ilaktho ao 
dapaTa q^pKBa „Bi>3HeceHHe EoropoAHHHo". TaM Mo>tce Aa 6-lac 
BHAHHa h ^yAOTBopHa 6oropoAHHHa HKOHa. 

npe3 XVI Bex b MaHacTHpa ce pa3BHAa khhvKOBhi niKOAa, a b 
cpcAaTa Ha XIX bck AnocTOAi>T Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa cso6oAa BacHA 
AeBCKM ocHOBaA peBOAioiJHOHeH KOMHTeT. Ot 1951 r. MaHacTHptT 

e ACBHHeCKH. 

6. St. George monastery near Kremikovtsi district 

Just outside the capital of Sofia on one of the southern hills of 
Stara planina stands the monastery of St. George the Victorious. 
The place is peaceful and quite and a perfect asylum for short relief 
after hours spent in the traffic of the city. 

The monastery was built in I4 ch century and rebuilt by the local 
governor Radivoy in 1493 with two layers of paintings of that time. 
A precious copy of the Gospel was ordered by the local bishop Ca- 
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levit who sanctified the building in 1 493 and the book was made in 
the Dragalevtsi monastery - just across the city in Vitosha moun- 
tain. 

No visitor should miss the painting of the representation of St. 
George on throne - a 1 5 th century masterpiece with unique iconog- 
raphy. 

The holy relics of St. George the New from Sofia are kept in the 
monastery. The second church in the complex, named The Protec- 
tion of Holy Mother of God was sanctified in 1908. 

The best days for visiting the church are the feasts of St. George 
on June 6 th and the celebration of the protection of the Holy Moth- 
er of God on October 1 K . 

The celebration of the second feast was established after the ap- 
pearance of Holy Mother of God and Her divine protection during 
the siege of Constantinopol in 910 AD. 

In the 1880" the monastery gave shelter of some to the members 
of the national hero Hristo Botev s liberation army. 

6. KpeMHKOBCKH MaHacTMp „Cb. Ieoprii rTo6eAOHOceu[" 

MaHacrap-bT „Cb. Ieoprw no6eAOHOcei_i" ce HaMHpa Ha eAHH ot 
CKAOHOBeTe Ha CTapa nAamiHa MaAKO HaA ceBepOH3TOHHRH ctoah- 
4ch KBapiaA KpeMMKOBUM. MaHacxMp'bT e ocHOBaH npe3 XIV bck 
h npeycTpoeH otmccthha ynpaBHTeA PaAHBOH npe3 1493 r. /\ BaTa 
cao.h CTeHonwcM cllijo ca ot Kpan Ha XV bck. 1~Io CAynan ocBeraBa- 
Hcro Ha MaHacTHpa mccthhat enHCKon KaAeBHT nop^MaA EBaHre- 
AMe c npeicpacHa H3pa6oTi<a, a^ao Ha MaHacTHpa ot ApyraTa CTpana 
Ha coc[>hhckoto noAe - Ap ar '^AeBCKH^. 

CpeA CTeHonncHTe Ha MaHacTHpa e eAHH ot Han-ijeHHHTe 06- 
pa3UH Ha 6"LArapcKOTO cpeAHOBeKOBHO H3KycTBO - cueHaTa „Cb. 
TeoprH Ha TpoH". Taec a6coAK>THO yHHKaAHa HKOHorpa<J)H^ ? tt>h 
KaTO CBeTeu-bT o6nKHOBeHO ce H3o6pa3#Ba Ha koh hah caMO c ko- 
nnc b pi>Ka. 

B MaHacTHpa ce cbxpan^BaT MoujMTe Ha Cb. Ieoprn Hobh Co- 
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(Jwhckh. BTopaTa ui>pKBa Ha MaHacrapa, HapeneHa „IToKpoB Boro- 
pOAHMeH", 6nAa ocBeTeHanpc3 1908 r. 

AsaTa Haw-noAXOA^iUH ahh 3a nocemeHiie Ha MaHacTMpa ca 
npa3HPiu,HTe TeprbOBAeH Ha 6 k>hh m IToKpoB EoropoAHneH Ha 1 
OKTOMBpH. 

npa3HMKi)T rioKpoB BoropoAMMCH ce necTBa no noBOA Ha 3a- 
KpMAaxa, KOii to BoropoAHLta OKa3aAa Ha KoHcraHTMHonoA npe3 
910 r., KoraTo croAHijaTa Ha Bn3aHraH 6piAa noA o6caAa. ripc3 
1880 r. MaHacTwpvr CTaHaA y6e>KHme 3a HeKOALiHHa HcrmmH ot 
BoTeBaTaneTa. 

7. The Sofia Synagogue 

One of the main architectural monuments of Sofia, the Syna- 
gogue, is located in the very centre of the city on the corner of 
Ekzarh Yossif and George Washington str., near the Central Market 
Hall. 

Only two of the fifteen synagogues in Bulgaria are Still func- 
tioning - the ones in Sofia and Plovdiv. All the others are used for 
other purposes or in very bad architectural condition and in need 
of restoration. The Sofia Synagogue is the largest in Southeastern 
Europe and the third-largest Sephardic (Spain-Hebrew) synagogue 
in Europe. Ancient synagogue named Ahava & Chesed (Love & 
Kindness) existed on the exact place that was chosen for the new 
building. 

The synagogue was constructed during the period November 
13 th 1905 - September 9 th 1909. It was based on the plan of Frie- 
drich Grunanger - the most famous architect in Bulgaria at that 
time, designer of many important buildings including the Royal 
Palace in Sofia. 

Grunanger planned the Sofia Synagogue in Moorish Revival 
style with resemblance to the Vienna old Sephardic synagogue Le- 
opoldstadter Tempel. 

The official opening was performed in the presence of King Fer- 
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dinand I. Tlie building has 659 m 2 and height of 31 m., able to ac- 
commodate 1300 worshippers. One of the most fabulous features 
is the chandelier which is the largest in Bulgaria with its weight of 
more than 2 200 kg. It was bought in Vienna along with the main 
Menorah and ocher decoration. 

The Sofia Synagogue is residence of the Chief Rabbi of Bulgar- 
ia and the Chief Rabbi of Sofia and the Central Jewish Religious 
Council in Bulgaria. Since 1992 the Jewish Museum of History op- 
erates on the second floor of the building. Its exhibition contains 
relics from all periods of Jewish history in Bulgaria including the 
saving of the Bulgarian Jews during the World War II. 






7. Co(}>HiicKaTa CHHarora 






Eahh ot BeAHHecTBeHHTe apxiueKTypHH meAbOBpH Ha ctoah- 
uaTa e rpaACKaia CHHarora, pasnoAO^eHa Ha i>n>Aa Ha yAHmne 
„A>KopA>K BauiHHrroH" h „EK3apx Moch<J>". Ot o6mo neTHaAeceT- 
Te cHHarorn b B^bArapH^ kt>m 2011 r. no npeAHa3HaneHMe (Jjvhk- 
UHOHJipaT caMO ABe — b Co<J>hh m 1~[aobahb. 

Co^)HMCKaTa CHHarora e HaH-roAAMara CHHarora b K>roH3TOHHa 
Eapona h TpeTaTa no roAeMHHa ce<j>apaACKa CHHarora b EBpona. 
CecJ>apaACKaTa cBpeHCKa TpaAHi4M# e CBi>p3aHa c npe6itBaBaHeTO 

H KyATypHMTC nOCTHJKCHHH Ha eBpeHCKHJI CTHOC B CpeAHOBCKOBHa 

HcnaHHiL 

CrpaAaTa Ha cHHaroraia e H3AHrHaTaTOHHO Ha mactoto, ki>acto 
npe3 XIX Ben, a mojKc 6h h no-pano, e cbmecrayBaAa CHHarora c 
HMeTo „AxaBa h XeceA" - Aio6ob h Mhaocbpahc nAaHi>T 3a ho- 
BaTa nocTpoHKa e a^ao Ha HaH-Ao6pn.fl apxHTeKT b Bi>ArapM>i no 
TOBa BpeMe - OpHApwx IpiOHaHrep, npoeKTwpaA oine hjikoako 
npCACTaBHTCAHH crpaAH b croAHijaTa, cpeA kohto H&pcKHX abo- 
per;. B cTHAa Myypiiui pHBaiiBi>A, komto IpiOHaHrep M36paA 3a co- 
<J>nwcKaTa CHHarora, ca H3rpaACHH hjikoh tCAacH^ecKH eBponeHCKH 
crpaAH, KaTO HanpuMep cTapaTacecJ)apaACKa CHHarora bt>b BueHa - 
AeonoAAmaTep TeMntA. 
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CTpoe>K1>T npOAbA^KHA OT 13 HOeMBpH 1905 ao 9 CenTCMBpH 

1909 r., a Ha o(j>Mi_i,HaAHOTO OTKpnBaHe Ha crpaAaTa npucbcrBaAH 

MHO^KCCTBO 0<J>HLJHaAHH AHLja, HaHeAO c Ljap OepAHHUHA I- 

Co<j>HHCKaTa cwHarora e c riAom 659 m 2 , BMCOKa e 31 m. h mo)kc 
Aa cb6epe 1300 BnpBamH eAHOBpervieHHO. HaH-H3BecTHHflT npeA- 
MeT ot B'bTpemHaTa h yKpaca e 2200-KHAorpaMOBioiT noAHAew, 
pi3pa6oTeH bt>b BueHa. Ot BweHa 6hah AOKapaHM m Apyrw ptnyaA- 
hh npcAMCTM h yicpaca, cpeA korto ocHOBHaTa MeHopa (caKpaAeH 

cbciuhmk) HaxpaMa. 

CnHaroraTa e ceAaAHine Ha rAaBHHTe paBHHH Ha B-bArapna h 

Co^HH, KaKTO H Ha LI,eHTpaAHMH eBpeticKH peAHrH03eH ct>bct b 

IrbArapKH. Ot 1992 r. Ha BTopn* eTa)K b crpaAaTa <j>yHKHMOHnpa 
My3eH 3a HCTopniiTa Ha eBpeHTe b Ei>ArapHii. BoraTaTa eKcno3H- 
uhh Ha Myae^ pa3Ka3Ba 3a AByxHAHAOAeTHaxa HCTOpHK Ha eBpew- 
ckkh eTHOC no 6i>ArapcKHTe 3eMH h, pa36npa ce, 3a H3KAK)HHTeAHO- 
to cnacjmaHe Ha 6i>ArapcKHTe eBpeH b MpanHHTe toahhh Ha BTopa- 



Ta CBeTOBHa BOHHa. 






8. St. Mina monastery 

The St. Mina monastery is located in the northern suburb of 
Benkovski, only a few minutes from the center of Sofia. It was es- 
tablished as a small chapel in 1927 on the exact spot of a huge Early 
Christian complex from the Roman Empire times. During the 1 l lh 
century it was a huge reiligious center with 40 chapels and several 
monastery buidings including monastery school and Mount Athos' 
cloister. 

A small chapel was built on the place of the medieval monastery 
in 1927. The foundation stone or the contemporary temple was laid 
in August 19 th , 1942. In 1957 the chapel of Saints Cosmas and Da- 
mian was built, with a famous healing spring under its altar. Massive 
building activities have been performed since 1998. 

The commemoration day of the ancient Egyptian warrior mar- 
tyr and saint Mina is celebrated on November 11*. 
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The most sacred spot of the complex is the magical icon of St. 
Mina which heals and gives spiritual blessings according to the faith 
and prayers of the visitors. 






8. MaHacnip „Cb. Mima" 



06paA0BCKHflT MaHacTMp „Cb. BeAMKOMTDHeHHK Mi-ma" e pa3- 
noAOJKeH Kpan ceBepHira co<[>hhckh KBapTaA EeHKOBCKH. Toh 3a- 
noHHaA CBoeTO CbBpeMeHHO CLiuecTByBaHe c H3rpa>KAaHeTO Ha 
MaAtK napaKAHc npe3 1927 r. Ha mhctoto, KbAcro 6ha M3AHrHaT 
napaKAHca npe3 KtcHaTa aHTMHHOCT (IV— VI bck), e cbiuecTBVBaA 
BHyuiHTeAeH paHHOxpHCTH^HCKH MaHacTHp. MaHacTwptT ce Ha- 
MHpaA Ha 5 KHAOMeTpa ot rpaA Co<{>h;i, HapeneH no TOBa BpeMe 
CepAHKa, komto 6ha enHCKoncKH neHTtp Ha puMCKaTa npoBHH- 
wvi.% CpcAH3eMHa A^kh«. Ilpe3 XI bck MaHacTHpcKH^T KOMnAeKC e 
BKAKDMBaA 40 napaKAHca h hhkoako crpaAH, BKAiOHHTeAHO AyxoB- 
ho yMMAHine h MeTox Ha Cb. Ibpa. 

OcHOBHMAT KaMi>K 3a CTpoe>Ka Ha cbBpeMeHHHA xpaM 6 ha no- 
aomvCH b 3eM^Ta Ha 19 aBrycT 1942 r. lTIpe3 1957 r. 6ha nocTpo- 
eH napaKAWCbT „Cb. Cb. Ko3ivta h A^m^h", b hmhto OATap Te^e 
npoMyTH^T Aene6eH n3Bop. B Kpaji Ha XX n HanaAOTO na XXI 
BeK b MaHacrapa 6e npeAnpMCTa uiMpoKOMama6Ha CTpoHTeAHa 
AeiiHOCT. 

IlaMeTTa Ha erHnercKHJi cBeTeq-BOHH Mhh& ce noMHTa BCflKa 
roAHHa Ha 1 1 hocmbph. MyAOTBopHaTa MKOHa Ha CBeTeua, c koato 
MaHacTi-ipa e H3BecTeH, c pa3noAO>KeHa b npeABepneTO Ha MaHa- 
CTiipcKaTa utpKBa. 

9- St. St. Joachim and Anna monastery 

Just outside the village of Bistritsa, at the foot of the mountain 
Vitosha, a beautiful forest sanctuary, called St. Joachim and Anna 
monastery, is located. Bistritsa stands on the map even of the Sec- 
ond Bulgarian Kingdom so its existence is dated back to as early 



— 21- 



as 14 th century. Only a small village until few years ago, now it has 
already become a beautiful southern Sofia suburb. 

The legend goes that one of the kings of the First Bulgarian 
Kingdom had three daughters - Yana, Boyana and Bistra. He built 
splendid castles for each of them and that was how the three villages 
with their names came into being. 

The monastery named after the parents of Virgin Mary stands 
on holy ground - a sarcophagus from Roman times has been found 
there. It is also located in a country site with beautiful nature called 
the Small dale. The oak trees around the monastery and above the 
Roman tombs are at least several hundred years old. A spring with 
crystal clean and some say healing water flows just in front of the 
complex. Its name since unremembered times has been Popovcho 
(the monk's spring) and now its waters run near the decorated 
stone with images of Joachim and Anna, made by local craftsmen. 

The Roman tomb found at the location of the monastery's 
church dates from 4 ch -5 th century and is 3.4/9/2.25 rn. big. It has 
been plundered numerous times and when archaeologists finally 
dug the place they found only the remains of two Roman nobles 
and some parts of ceramic vessels. The local saying speaks about the 
burial of king's Samuel daughter and her beloved in the ancient rest- 
ing place. 

The present church was built in 1947-1949 on the exact spot 
where the medieval monastery St. Peter functioned during 9 ch — 1 4- ch 
century. 



9- ManacTiip „Cb. Cb. HoaKHM h Anna 



tt 



MaHaciTtp'bT, HapeneH Ha poAHTeAHTe Ha Cb. EoropOAHqa — 
Cb. HoaKHM m Cb. AHHa, ce HaMwpa b MecTHOcrra „MaAM aoa", Ha 

KMAOMeTbp OTCTOAMHHH.H KBapTaA BHCTpHUa. 

BwcTpHua cbinecTByBa KaTO ceAHme none ot Bpeiviero Ha Biopo- 
to 6"bArapcKO uapcTBO, TbM KaTO <J>wrypHpa Ha KapTH ot to3h nepw- 
oa- AereHAa pa3Ka3Ba, hc cahh ot uapere Ha ribpBOTO 6'bArapcKO 
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ijapcTBo HMaATpn AT>mepH — itaa, EoHHa h BticTpa. Tom nocTpoHA 
no eAMH KpacMB 3aMi>K 3a BCflKa eAHa ot tax h Taica Bi>3HHKHaAH 
eAHOHMeHHHTe noccAeHPi^ Kpan CpcACD, (Co<J>m.h). 

Lt^pKBaTa Ha MaHacrapa „Cb. MoaKHM h AHHa" e nocTpoeHa Ha 
CBcmeHa 3eMH - hoa hchhhtc ochobh ca otkphth capKQ<|)a3H ot 
Phmcko BpeMe. Bckobhh AtpBCTa pacTaT okoao MaHacTHpa, a6AH3- 
KRHT H3BOp e C MHCTa H AeHe6lia BOAa. MaBop'bT AHec A^p^Ba boah- 
Te cm or M3pa6oTCHa ot MecTHHTe MaHCTopn neuiMa, a KpaH He* e 
nocTaBeH orpOMCH KaM^K, Btpxy komto ca M3A^AaHw o6pa3MTe Ha 
Cb. HoaKHM h Cb. AHHa. 

PwMCKaTa rpo6Hwu,a 5 OTKpHTa hoa MaHacTHpa, e c pa3Mepw 
3,40x9x2,25 m h c A^TMpaHa ot I V-V bck. Th e MHoroKpaTHO orpa6- 
BaHa b ApeBHOcrra, a KoraTO HaH-cerae ce HaMecpiAH apxeoA03HTe, 

6lIAH OTKpHTH OCTaHKHTe Ha ABe TeAa, BepO^THO BHAHH CaHOBHH- 

HH ot purviCKO BpcMe, h napHCTa ot tahhchpi npeAMeTH. 

CnopeA Apyra MecTHa AereHAa b pHMCKHTe capKO<j>a3H 6hah no- 
rpe6aHM A^Hjepfl Ha uap CaMyHA H hchhh^t ak>6hm. 

CeraniHaTaMaHacTHpcKai;T.pKBa e nocTpoeHa npe3 1947—1949 
r. Ha tomhoto mhcto, KtAeTO npe3 IX-XIV b. 6ha pa3noAO>KeH 
cpeAHOBeKOBHH^TMaHacTwp „Cb, neTi>p". 

10. The Church Council of Scrdica (343 AD) - Mysterious 

spot of its performance 

Christianity is the religion which has preserved and enriched 
the European culture and values through the ages. In the early years 
of its existence much effort was spent to establish the main princi- 
ples of the Christian faith. The First Ecumenical council gathered 
in 325 AD in Nicea and announced the Creed of Faith which is 
still the first symbol of the believers. The main purpose of these so- 
called Ecumenical councils (gr. oecumene - the entire known in- 
habited world) was to gather holy men - bishops and church lead- 
ers from all parts of the world - to take decisions on every part of 
the Church life. 
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After the First Ecumenical Council of" Nicea the followers of 
the Arian heresy from the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire 
formed an opposition to the decisions made. A peaceful agreement 
was proposed, but the council gathered in Antioch (341) did not 
accept it and the emperors Cons tans I (Rome) and Constancius II 
(Constantinopol) took a decision to gather another Ecumenical 
council in Serdica. The Council of Serdica in 343 turned to become 
a disastrous encounter between East and West. Far from resolving 
any of the differences, the meeting only deepened the disagreements 
between the two parties and created further tensions. The Eastern 
bishops left the council and called for another one in Philipopolis 
in the same year. The two separated councils published their own 
canons but history preserved only those of the Orthodox/Catho- 
lic faith and not of the heretic East. They were defended in these 
ancient times by the Western Roman bishops, but we should not 
neglect the role of the local church and its first leader Protogen of 
Serdica. 

Different theories about the exact location of the meeting of 
the Church leaders in Serdica in 343 AD have been put forward 
through the ages. An undisputable fact is that none of the Early 
Christian churches found to-date in Sofia could assemble the 160 
bishops mentioned in the registers of the Council. Historical sourc- 
es from 17 th century describing the Council of Serdica speak of a 
monastery on a hill south of the city called by the Greeks Triada as 
was the place of the gathering. 

Archaeological research has discovered upon the South Park hill 
an antique mausoleum transformed in Early Christian church but 
too small for the participants of the Council. The only one remain- 
ing possible location is a hill east of the old town on which nowa- 
days stands the church of Holy Trinity (eng. Trinity = gr. Triada). 
The hill is hiding its past and only the future archaeological dig- 
gings could finally resolve the riddle of the Council of Serdica. 
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10. CepAHKHHCKIIHT iJT>pKOBeH Cl>6op OT 343 T. H 

3araAT>HHOTo mhcto Ha HeroBOTO npOBe>KAaHe. 

XptiCTMiiHCTBOTO e peAHrMjrra, ko*to cbxpaHiiea h o6oraT#- 
Ba eBponencKHTe KyMypHH lichhocth npe3 BCKOBeTe. B paHHHTe 
roAHHH Ha xpHCTH^HCTBOTO KaTO opraHM3HpaHa peAPirHH 6hao 

Heo6xOAHMO BpeMe 3a <j)HKCHpaHeTO Ha OCHOBHHTe AOKTpMHaAHH 

npHHi^Hnn. n^pBH^r BeceAeHCKH cb6op, npOBeA^H b HiiKeii npe3 
325 r., npneA Chmboa'bt Ha B^paTa, kohto e b cHAa h AHec. TaKa 

HapCHCHPlTC BcCAeHCKM CT>6opH, npeACTaBAflBaAH nepHOAHMCCKH 

Cb6KpaHMii Ha q'bpKOBHM^ eAHX, Ha kohto 6hah B3eMaHH Ba)KHH 
peuieHHfl no bchhkh Bi»npocM Ha ECHBOTa. Ha U.'bpKBaTa. 

CaCA ITbpBHfl BceACHCKM Cb6op B H3TOHHHTC npOBHHLJHH Ha 

PpiMcxaTa HMnepn^, noA bahj*hhc Ha apnaHCKaxa epec, ce o<j>opMH- 
AaonosMUMii HapeuieHMj^Ta, B3era b Hnicefl. Ilpe3 341 lbAhtmo- 
xhh 6ha cBHKaH hob cT>6op, kohto o6ane He aobca ao nOMUpflBaHC 
Ha npaBOCASBHHTe h eperauHTe. /\ BaMaTa ctHMnepaTOpw - Koh- 
CTaHC I, kohto BAacTBaA HaA Phm h 3anaAa, 11 KoHcraHijHH II - 
rocnoAap Ha KoHCTaHTHHonoA w M3TOKa, 6hah npHHyACHH Aa 

CBHKaT HOB Cb6 Op B CepAHKa. CcpAMKHHCKHHT Cb6op, CBHKaH 3a 

c6AH>KaBaHe Ha ABeTe <J>paKijHH, aobca ao taxhoto ome no-roAii- 
mo pa3AeAeHHe. ApnaHCTBamHTe enHCKonn ACMOHCTpaTHBHO Ha- 
nycHaAH cb6opa h b taxho OTCbCTBHe npaBOCAaBHHTe hm koacfh 

B3CAM Ba)KHM pCUieHH^, KOHTO OCTaHaAH 3aBHHaTH B LUpKOBHHTe 

KaHOHM. OcHOBHa pOAH B cbxpaH^BaHeTO Ha ripaBOCAaBMeTO HMa- 

ah enHCKonHTe ot 3anaAHHTe nposHHUHH Ha HMnepH^Ta, kohto 
BKAiOMBaAH h 3eMHTe Ha AHeiiiHa 3anaAHa EtArapHJi. 

ripe3 TOAHHHTC Ca M3Ka3aHH pa3AH4HH XHIIOTe3H 3a MflCTOTO, 

Ha KoeTO ce e npoBeA CepAHKHHCKHfl cb6op. Oaicr e, ne hhto eAHa 

OT OTKpHTPITe AOCera paHHOXpHCTHflHCKH HT>pKBli B CTOAHIjaTa, 

He e MOTAa A3. no6epe 160-Te enncKonH, cnoivieHaTH b perncTpnTe 

Ha Gb6opa. HcTOpHHeCKHTe H3BOpH OT XVII BeK, KOHTO onncBaT 

cb6nTneTO, roBop^T 3a npoBe>KAaHeTO My b „MaHacTMp Ha xt>am, 
HapeneH ot n>puHTe TpwaAa, kohto ce HaivwpaA io>kho ot rpaAa". 
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Ha K)r OT CTCHHTe Ha aHTHHHa CepAHKa e OTKpHT caMO cahh aHTH- 

hck MaB30AeH, npeB'bpHaT b xpiiCTHJfflCKH xpaM npe3 IV— V ueK, ho 
crpaA^Ta e tbt^pac THCHa 3a TaKOBa roAJiMO McponpH^THe. Eahh- 
cTBeHOTO ocTaHaAO Bepo^THO m>icto 3a npoBOKAaHcro Ha Ob6opa 
e eAMH x"bAM, ahcc b M3To v iHaxa Macr Ha rpaAa, Ha kohto ce HaMH- 
pa cbBpeMCHHa i^tpKBa c hmcto „Cb. IpoHXia* (na rpmKM - Avhh 

TpwaAa). CaMO 6tAemH apxeoAorHHecKH pa3KonKM me noKajKaT 
AaAM TaM He ce Kpwe rpaHAH03eH paHHOxpncTH,aHCKMxpaM, b koh- 
to ce e npeBeAO caho ox Han-BaacHHTe ch6vnnx b ncxopnaxa Ha 
6i5ArapcKaTa CTOAHLja. 






11. The Amphitheatre of Serdica 

The first sign for existence of Roman theatre somewhere in the 
ancient layers of Sofia (Roman name - Serdica) was a scone tablet 
found in 1919, representing a gladiators' fight. Eighty five years later, 
in 2004, during the building of an FPI Hotel on Budapest str., a huge 
structure was found. Archaeologists' research led to the amazing dis- 
covery of two Roman theatres one above the other. The earlier one 
with small rectangular shape was dated to 2 nd century AD. It was built 
just outside the city walls some hundred meters from the eastern gate. 
During the reign of Emperor Diocletian (284-305) the construction 
of larger structure was started above the ruins, and Cons tan tine I the 
Great later developed these into a huge amphitheatre. 

The amphitheatre in Sofia is one of the 77 antique theatres found 
in the world. The largest and most famous of those is the Coliseum 
of Rome. Its arena is only 10 m. wider than the arena of the Amphi- 
theatre of Serdica (60.5 m./43 m.)> The Serdician huge structure 
gathered about 25000 people for art and battle performances and 
had an active exploitation until 6 th century. A sixth part of it - the 
eastern end of the arena and some of the original seats are now well 
preserved and exposed in the 5-star hotel Arena di Serdica. The au- 
thentic view of the arena is accomplished with a layer of sand. The 
Latin word for sand was harena. 
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One of the very few and marvelous spots in the world for shar- 
ing a cup of wonderful cofiec in a two millennia old monument is 
opened for visitors every week, Tuesday-Sunday from 10.00-16.00 
hours. 

11. AM<J>HTeaTT>pa na CepAHKa 






IlpH apxeoAorMHecKH pa3KonKii b CTOAimara npe3 1919 r. 6ha 
OTKpHT KaMCHeH peAe<j>> H3o6pa3HDam TAaAHaropcKa 6KTi<a. Ta3H 
HaxoAKa 6tiAa irbpeoTO AOKa3aTeACTBo 3a HaAHMHCTO Ha puMCKH 
reaTtp b CepAHKa. Tp#6oaAO Aa mmhst qeAH 85 roAiwii, aokzto 
npe3 2004 r. npn CTpoe^a Ha xotca ot BepnraTa FPI, Ha yAHua „By- 
Aanema", ce no^BHAH h ocTaHKHTe Ha caMH# Tean>p. 

n*bpBti^T Tean^p, nocrpoeH Ha TOBa mmcto npe3 II bck otctojia 
Ha CTOTMHa MeTpa ot M3TOHHaTa nopTa Ha CepAHKa, h3bt>h yKpene- 
hh^ rpaA, H HMaA npasotrbAHa <f>opMa. Pa3MepHTe My 6 hah TBT>pAe 
CKpoMHH b cpaBHeHHe c H3AwrHaTHa Btpxy HeroBiue ocraHKH bto- 
pn aM(^MTeaTi>p. Hoboto cLOpT>>KeHMe 6hao acao Ha HMneparopH- 
re A^OKAeuHaH (248-305 r.) u KoHeraHTHH I Bcahkh (306-337 
r.), h HeroBPiHT cTpoe^K ce npoBeA b ni>pBHTe toahhh Ha IV bck. 

AM^HTeartpiT Ha CepAHKa e eAHH ot 77-Te otkphth Aocera 

B CBeTU aHTHHHH TeajpH, HaH-H3BCCTeH OT komto e KoAM3eyMa B 
Phm. Mo)KeM a^ ch npeACiaBHM rpaHAW03HMH H3rAeA Ha cepAH- 
KHHCKiUi aM(j)idTeaTi)p, KaTO 3HaeM, He HeroBaTa cueHa e 6wAa caMO 
10 Merpa no-KT>ca ot Ta3H Ha KoAH3eyMa. HeHHara o6ma A^AyKHHa 
e 60.5 m., a nipipHHaTa h - 43 m m KaTO no Tpn6yHMxe Ha orpoMHUH 
aM<J)MTeaTi>p b CepAHKa ca ce cb6upaAM ao 25 000 &yuin. Ta3H BHy- 
niHTeAHa ayAHTopnjq ce e HacAa>KAaBaAa Ha TeaTpaAHH nocraHOBKH 
H TAaAHaTopcKH 6htkh ao kt>m Kpa# Ha VT bck, KoraTO aM<{>HTearb- 
pbT aanycTSA. 

Okoao eAHa-uiecTa nacT ot ApcBHHii Teartp Ha CepAHKa, bkaio- 
4HTCAHO HaH-H3TOHHara qacT ot Herosaxa cueHa H opwrHHaAHH 
ceA-Hi^H MecTa, e otahhho eKcnoHHpaHa b AyKC03HO Ka^>eHe Ha neT- 
3se3AHiw xoTeA „ApeHa ah CepAHKa". C nxctK e H3rpaAeH asTeH- 
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thhhwi o6ahk Ha apeHaTa, a no noAa ca bhahmh cacah ot rAaAHa- 
Topn m 6oeBe, npOBeAH cc npeAH noHTH A^e XMA^AOAeTHH. 






Northern Bulgaria 

The variety of cultural sites and the beautiful nature of the 
North have never been visited by so many tourists as they deserve. 
Although the most attractive site - the medieval capital Vcliko 
Turnovo or Tsarevgrad (King s town) Turnov - has many fans for 
its amazing night light show Light and Sound, many not less valu- 
able places stay mostly unknown. 

Earliest signs of human activities in the Bulgarian lands were 
found in the northern part of the country. Sites like the Bacho Kiro 
cave, the Devetaki cave, Cunino, Beloslav and Muselievo villages 
present tools from around 100 000 BC. 

One of the earliest sacred structures on the European continent 
is the sun temple near Ohoden village, Vratsa (1 12 km. of Sofia). It 
was found in 2010 and dated by the scientists to 6000 BC or 3000 
years earlier than the famous British monument with same charac- 
ter Stonehenge. 

One of the first ever made golden products were found in pri- 
vate and public houses of Hotnitsa village in Turnovo district and 
dated to 5 millennia BC. Not to forget the famous Varna Halco- 
lithic necropolis golden treasure (4600-4200 BC), which presents 
an evidence for a great civilization, probably lost under the present 
level of Black sea. 

The Vulchitrun golden treasure which was found 22 km. south- 
east of Pleven, consists of 13 receptacles and weighs in total 1 2.5 kg. 
The scientists dated the treasure back to 1300 BC. It is now one of 
the most valuable possessions of the National Archaeological Mu- 
seum in Sofia. 

The silver treasure of Rogozen is exposed in the museum of 
Vratsa (112 km. from Sofia). An extraordinary product of the local 
Triballian craft from 5 cK century BC, it consists of 165 separate ob- 
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jects made from high quality silver and some of them with golden 
features. 

In the times of the Roman Empire the lands of Northern Bul- 
garia were part of the Moesia province. Here in 681 AD the first 
ruler ol Bulgaria Khan Asparouh crossed the river Danube to estab- 
lish his kingdom. Northern Bulgaria was the core of two medieval 
Bulgarian kingdoms (68 1 - 1422, 1 598). 

CeBepHa Bi>ArapHH 

Pa3HO06pa3HOTO KyATypHO-HCTOpHHeCKO HaCAeACTBO H KpacH- 

Bara npHpo^a Ha CeBepHa B^Arapufl ocraBax HeAOOu;eHeHH KaTO 
TypHCTHMecKaAecTHHaLtM^. B^npexH ne HaH-aTpaKTHBHM^ o6e*CT — 
cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa cTOAMua Bcamko TbpHOBo (LJapeBrpaA Tt>phob) 
perHCTpupa MHoro6poMHM TypHCTunecKH nocemeHKH, Hafl-Bene 
3apaAM nonyAiipHOxo CBeTAMHHO nioy Ha KpenocTTa Ha xi>AMa U,a- 
peBeij, MHoro Apy rH > He no-MaAKO ctomhocthm o6eKTH, ocTaBax 
noMTM Heno3HaTH. 

HaH-paHHHTC cacah OT HOBOIIKO npHCbCTBHe B 6i>ArapcKHTe 
3eviPi ca OTKpMTH HMeHHO b ceBepnaTa nacT Ha CTpaHaTa. B neme- 
pMTe Bano Knpo h AeBeTaniKa h Kpaft ceAara KyHHHO, BeAocAaB h 
MyceAweBo ca OTKpMTM cenHBa ot okoao 100 000 r. np. Xp. Xpa- 
mt>t Ha CAtHneTo, oTKpwT npe3 2010 r. Kpaw BpanaHCKOTO ceAO 
Oxoach, e eAHO ot HaH-paHHHTe eBponeHCKH cBemeHH npocTpaH- 
CTBa. Tom e A^TnpaH or apxeoA03HTe kt>m 6000 r. np. Xp. h npeA- 

XO>KAa C 3000 T- H3BeCTHRH 6pHTaHCKH MOHyMeHT OT CXOAeH THn 

CToyHxeHA>K. Eahh ot m>pBMTe h3acahh ot 3Aaro b CBeTa ca cbt- 
BopeHii npe3 5 xHAiiAOAeTne np. Xp. Kpafi ceAO XoTHHija. He 6nBa 
Aa nponycKaMe h h3bccthoto 3AaTHO ctKpoBHme ot BapHeHCKH^ 
xaAKOAHTeH HeKponoA, cT>3AaACHO hjhclac b nepiiOAa 4600-4200 
r. np. Xp., KoeTO MO>Ke 6h e AOKa3aTeACTBO 3a Ap^BHa KyATypa, hhh- 
to rpaAOBe ca ocTaHaAH noA ahcluhoto hhbo Ha HepHO Mope. 
Eahh ot Haw-ueHHKTe eKcnoHara Ha ApxeoAoriiHecKHJi My3efi 

B Co(j)H.H e 3AaTHOTO CbKpOBHIHe OT 1300 T, np. Xp., OTKpPITO KpaH 
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ceAO B'bAHMip'bH, kocto BKAioHBa 13 npeAMeTa c o6mo TerAO 12.5 

KI\ Bl)B BpaHaHCKH^ PcrHOHSAeH HCTOpHHCCKH MV3eH ITbK e CKcno- 

HiipaHO cbKpoBumeTO ot ceAO Poro3eH - h3Kaiomhtcach npoAyKT 
Ha H3KycTBOTO Ha HAeMeTO Tpn6aAH ot 5 Beic np. Xp., kohto ce 
cbCTOH ot 165 cpc6i>pHH npeAMeTa, hakoh ot kohto cbc 3AaTHa 
yKpaca. 

Bt>b BpeMeHaTa Ha PwMCKaTa HMJiepH* 3eMHTe Ha cesepHa E^a- 

rapMil 6haM BKAIOHCHM B npOBHHIJHfl Mh3H#, a npC3 CpCAHOBCKO- 

BHeTO Te ce npcB'bpHaAii b AK)AKa Ha ITbpBOTo h BiopOTO 6i>Arap- 
cko uapcTBo (681-1422, 1598). 

12. Veliko Turnovo 

Veliko Turnovo is located in central Bulgaria 24 1 km. east of So- 
fia. The International Airport of Gorna Oryahovitsa is only 12 km. 
away. 

Turnovo was inhabited already in the 3 rd millennium BC, and 
later in the antiquity huge churches have been built. During the 
First Bulgarian Kingdom the city was a watch-tower of the local 
mountain passes. It was capital and very heart of the Second Bulgar- 
ian Kingdom (1185-1422, 1598). 

The Second Bulgarian Kingdom which later became one of the 
most powerful medieval empires in Europe was established by the 
local nobles, brothers Asen (King Ivan Asen I - 1190-1196) and 
Teodor (King Peter IV - 1 1 85- 1 1 97). On St. Dimitar feast day (26 ch 
Oct. / 8 th Nov. 1185) the two brothers declared the Independence of 
Bulgaria in the Turnovo church St. Dimitar. Once turned into a capi- 
tal of the medieval state Turnovo enlarged its territory on three forti- 
fied hills — Tsarevecs, Trapezitsa and Sveta gora. According to the me- 
dieval chronographers the city looked like "the new Jerusalem, Rome 
and Constantinopol gathered together". It was the most important 
political, economical, cultural and religious centre of Bulgaria. 

Turnovo is the birth place of the idea for the Third Rome. This 
idea is a political and religious doctrine for a development of one 
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great establishment - successor of the Roman Empire, after the 
decline of the Second Rome - Constantinople. It finds its most 
vivid accomplishment in the Russian Slavonic Orthodox Empire 
although the original conception was at first used for Turnovo dur- 
ing the 14 th century reign of King Ivan Alexander. 

The Tsarevets hill's fortress walls are one of the most impressive 
and well preserved in entire Europe. A repJica ot the medieval Pa- 
triarch Cathedral Ascension of Christ rises on the highest point of 
the Tsarevets hill. The Baldwin tower keep the story of the great 
victory of King Kaloyan against the army of the Latin Kingdom of 
Constantinople (14 th April 1205) and its first king- Baldwin who 
was imprisoned in the tower until his death. 

A unique for Europe show named "Sound and light" presents 
the Tsarevets hill in unforgettable vision while telling the story of 
the Second Kingdom. Spectacles of such kind are performed in only 
three places in the world, one of which is the Egyptian pyramids. 

On the Trapezitsa hill just across the Yantra river the remains of 
18 medieval churches have been found which remind ot the splen- 
dor of all of the three hills of the city. 

In 1598 in Turnovo the last medieval king of Bulgaria was 
crowned - Shishman 

III. After the Liberation from ottoman yoke the first Bulgarian 
Parliament was gathered in Turnovo (1879), and it voted the first 
Constitution of Bulgaria and chose the first ruler of the Third Bul- 
garian Kingdom - Prince Alexander I of Battenberg. 

Among the holy relics, preserved in the churches of Turnovo, 
stand the remains of St. Mina in a private chapel in front of the 
Police station and of St. Ivan Rilski - in the today's Patriarch Cathe- 
dral Birth of Holy Mother of God. 

The great churches of the town include the Patriarch's Cathe- 
dral (1934), St. Forty martyrs (13 ch century), St. Dimitar of Thes- 
saloniki (12 ch century), where the kings Peter, Asen and Kaloyan 
have been crowned, St. Peter & Paul (13 tJl century) and St. George 
(17 th century). 
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12. BCAHKO TbpHOBO 

BeAMKO TbpHOBO cc HaMiipa b ueHTpaAHa BijArapmi, Ha 241 km. 

H3T04HO OT Co(J)M^. Me>KAyHapOAHOTO ACTMIlie B IbpHa OpflXOBH- 

ua c Ha 12 km. 3anaAHO ot rpaAa. 

TbpHOBO 6hao 3aceAeHO npe3 III XHA#AOAeTHe npeAH XpHcra. 
npc3 KiCHaTa aHTHHHOcr TyK c ctmecrByBaAO yKpeneHO ccamiuc 

C HflKOAKO U,T>pKBM, KOCTO B"bB BpeMCHaTa Ha ITbpBOTO 6l>ArapCKO 

qapcTBO cAyxciiAO 3a oxpaHa Ha ciaponAaHHHCKHTe npoxoAW b pa- 
HOHa. FpaA'bT e HaH-H3BecTeH KaTO CTOAnqa h cbpijeBHHa Ha BTopo- 
to 6i>ArapcKo uapcTBo (1 185-1422, 1598 r„). 

Bropoxo 6i>ArapcKO uapcTBo, KoeTO nocreneHHO ce npeBtpHa- 

AO B CA Ha OT HaH-BeAHKHTe eBponeHCKH CpeAHOBCKOBHM A'bp^aBH, 

6hao ocHOBaHO ot MecTHPiTe 6AaropoAHHqH, 6paT*Ta AceH (uap 
MBaHAceH I- 1190-1196 r.) h Teo A op (uap ncT^p IV - 1 185- 
1197 r.). ,A,BaMaTa 6paT# o6hbmah ci>3AaBaHeTO Ha He3aBHCHMO 
6*bArapcKO uapcTBo Ha A mmht P ob Ach (26 OKTOMBpn/cTap ctma - 

8 HOeMBpH, 1185 r.) T B T'bpHOBCKaTa lJtpKBa „Cb. ^HMMT'bp". KaTO 

CTOAHi^a L4apeerpaA TipHOB yaeAHHHA riAomTa cu BT>pxy TpHTe 
ceBepHH cTaponAaHHHCKH xtAMa - LJapeBeij, Tpane3ima h CBeTa 
ropa. Bi>pxy Bceicn camh ot tax M3HHKHaAH yKpcnAeHM^, 3ano*iHa- 
ao ycMAeHO CTpoMTeACTBO Ha uapCKH, nacTHH w caKpaAHM crpaAW. 

CnopeA CpeAHOBeKOBHHTe XpOHHCTH TbpHOBO H3rAe^CA aA KaTO 
„H0BHilT HepycaAHM, PHM H KoHCTaHTHHOnOA B3CTH 3aeAHO." 
TpaA^bT ce iipestpnaA b ochobch noAirrmiecKH, HicoiiOMHiecKH, 
KyATypeH u peAHTHOseH qeHT-bp Ha B-bArapw^. 

TbpHOBO e MflCTOTO, KT>AeTO Bl3HHKHaAa HACHTa 3a „TpeTH£ 

Phm". Toea e noAHTHHecica h pcAHrH03Ha AOKTpHHa 3a cb3AaBaHe- 
to Ha Mor^ma A' b p :>KaBa ) HacAeAHHK Ha PMMcicaTa MMnepH^, 3apo- 
AHAa ce npn 3aAe3a Ha BH3aHTH# h hchhuh „BTopH Phm „ - Koh- 
CTaHTMHonoA. LjapcKa PycHH CTaHaAa A^p^aBaTa, kooto ycn^Aa b 
Haii-roAjaMa crenen Aa peaAM3Hpa Ta3H hagh ct>c cBOiiTa noAHTM- 
HccKa molu h npaBOCAaBHa KyATypa, a HCHHaTa CTOAHua MocKBa 
h ao A Hec e THTyAyBaHa „TpeTH Phm". /\ocTa npeAH TOBa obane, 



32- 



no BpeMeTO Ha 6'bArapcKiw ijap HBaH Aackcsha^P (1331-1371), 
Tt>phobo 6ha Ha30BaBaH h mhcach KaTO „TpeTH Phm". 

Ot 3a6eAC>KHTeAHOTO KyATypHO HaCACACTBO Ha TbpHOBO ahcc e 

3ana3eHa MOHyMeHTaAHaTa KpenocTHa CTeHa Ha xtAMa LJapeBeu - 

eAHO OT HaM-BHyUJIiTCAHMTe ({)OpTH(j)HKai] t HOHHll CT>OpT>HCeHH^[ B 

CBeTa. Ha comiw Bpi>x Ha xi>AMa e Bi>3CTaHOBeHa cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa 
naTpwapiKecKa KaTeApaAa „Bi>3HCceHMe XpncTOBo". 

BaAAyHHOBaTa KyAa Ha KpenocTTa LJapeBeu, e cbhactca 3a mc- 
TopiwTa Ha roA^MaTa no6eAa Ha uap KaAO^H HaA apMHjrra Ha Aa- 

THHCKOTO KOHCTaHTHHOnOACKO LiapCTBO. B KyAaTa HaMepHA CMT>p- 
TTa CM nACHCHKR OT 6"bArapMTe niipBH MMnepaTOp Ha AaTMHCKMTe 

pHitapH - BaAAywH. 

YHtiKaAHOTO 3a TepnTopHiiTa Ha EBpona moy „3ByK m cbctah- 
Ha" npeACTaB^ Kpenocrra LJapeBeq, o6A>iHa b CBexAMHHa (J>eepKH, 
AOKaTO Tene HCTOpw^Ta Ha Btopoto 6T>Arapcico i^apcTBo. rioAo6cH 
cneKxaKi)A ce opraHH3wpa caMO Ha TpH Mecra b u^cauk cb^it, KaTO 
eAHO ot tax ca erHneTCKHTe impaMHAH Kpan Kanpo. 

Ha xi>AMa TpwaAHija ca oTKpHTM ocTaHKMTe Ha 18 cpeAHOBe- 

KOBHH LlT>pKBH, <|>aKT, KOHTO nOACKa3Ba 3a H3KAK)HHTeAHHH apXH- 
TCKTypeH o6aMK Ha TbpHOBO. 

ripe3 1598 T. B TbpHOBO 6HA KOpOHOBaH nOCACAHHHT 6'bArap- 

ckh cpeAHOBeKOBeH ijap - UlHoiMaH III. Caca OcBo6o^KAeHHeTo 

Ha BtArapHJI OT TypCKO po6cTBO B TbpHOBO pa6oTHAO H'bpBOTO 

BeAHKO H-apoAHO ci>6paHHe (1879 r.), hhhto AenyTaTH H3pa6oTH- 
ah KoHCTHTyijHH h M36paAH 3a npi>B BAaA^TeA Ha TpeToxo 6i>Arap- 
cko i^apcTBo KH.H3 AAeKcaHAi>p I EaTeH6epr. 

B TbpHOBO ce na3^T moium Ha Cb. MnHa - b nacTCH napaKAHC 
npeA noAiiucHCKOTo ynpBeAHiie h Ha Cb. HBaH Phackh - b najpn- 
apuiecKHfl xpaM „Po)KAecTBO Ha Cb. EoropoAHLja". 

CpeAno-3a6eAe^vHTeAHHTe i^pKBUHarpaAaocBeH „Po>KAecTBO 
Ha CB.BoropOAHua" (1934 r.) ca: „Cb. 4eTKpHAeceTMi>MeHHLtH" ot 
XIII b. c rpo6a Ha nap KaAO£H, „Cb. A^MHrbp CoAyHCKM" (XII 
b.), b KOflTO 6hah KopoHiicaHH LjapeTe HBaH AceH I, rieTi>p IV vl 
KaAOHH, „Cb. rierbp h FIaBeA u (XIII b.) h 5> Cb. Teoprw" (XVII b.). 
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13. St. Forty martyrs church, Veliko Turnovo 

The most famous monument of Veliko Turnovo is the St. Fortv 
martyrs church. It is located at the northern slope of the Tsarevets 
hill. It was built in honor of the great victory or Bulgarian King Ivan 
Asen II over the army of the Epir Kingdom on 9 th March 1230 AD. 

The original church was a square building (14,65/11.70 m.) 
with three apses. During the 13 th and 14 th century St. Forty mar- 
tyrs was the main church of the Royal monastety Velika lavra. The 
most ancient paintings preserved so far (14 th century) are these on 
the north hall of the western side of the narthex. Scenes like St. 
Elizabeth and St. John the Baptist, St. Anna and the church calen- 
dar drawn here are amongst the most precious masterpieces of the 
Bulgarian medieval art. 

The church was damaged by an earthquake in 1327, rebuilt in 
the first half of 14 th century and functioned until the first hall or 
1 8 th century. 

The most valuable features of the church are its epigraph monu- 
ments and the graves of Bulgarian kings. The triumphal columns of 
the Bulgarian rulers Krum (802-814 AD), Omurtag (814-831), 
Kaloyan (1197-1207) and Ivan Asen II (1218-1241) bear a testi- 
mony of key events from the history of Bulgaria. 

In the Forty martyrs church were buried the kings Kaloyan 
(l 197-1207), and Ivan Asen II, queens Anna Maria and Irene, St. 
Sava of Serbia and many other nobles. The remains of King Ka- 
loyan, found in 1972, were reburied with official ceremony on 19 th 
April 2007, 800 years after his death. 

On 18 th May 1888 the wedding ceremony of the prime-minis- 
ter Stefan Stambolov (1887-1894) was performed here. Another 
major event co happen in the church was the proclamation of the 
Independence of the Third Bulgarian Kingdom in 1908 by King 
Ferdinand I (1887-1918). 

In 2008 a project for developing the Forty martyrs church into 
Pantheon of the Bulgarian rulers was started. Here were buried cof- 
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fins with land and bones from the graves of the founders of Bul- 
garian state - khans Knbrat (632-668) and Asparoukh (680-700) 
and the kings George I Terter (1280-1292), Ivaylo (1277-1280) 
and Michael III Shishman-Asen. 

13. IJbpKBaTa „Cb. HeTHpHACCeT MT>MCHimil" BT>B BeAHKO 

TbpHOBO 

Haft-H3BeCTHHHT KyATypHO-HCTOpHMeCKH o6eKT B TbpHOBO e 

qi>pKBaTa „Cb. HexupHAeceT m^mchhi^m". Ta cc Haivtupa b noAHO- 
>khcto Ha ceBCpHKM ckaoh Hax^AMa LJapeBeij. 

L^-bpKBaTa e nocTpoeHa b necT Ha roA#MaTa no6eAa Ha n,ap HBaH 
AceH II HaA BOHCKaxa Ha eAHa ot Akp^aBHTe-HacAeAHHLui Ha Bh- 
3aHTMH - EnHpcKOTO A^cnoTCTBO, Ha 9 MapT 1230 r. 

riocTpoeHaTa npe3 30-Te toahhh Ha XIII BeK u^pKBa 6nAa MaA- 
Ka npaBOtrTjAHa crpaAa c pa3Mepn 14.65/11.70 m„ pa3AeAeHa Ha 
Tpn Kopa6a, BceKH ot kohto cbc cboa ancHAa. I~Ipe3 XIII h XIV 
Bex th 6nAa rAaBHa u^pKBa Ha tt>phobckmji uapcKH MaHacTHp „Be- 
AHKaTa Aaspa". HaH-paHHHTe creHonMcn, oijcahah ao A H ec ca ot 
XIV b. h MoraT a* 6-bAaT pa3rAeAaHH Ha ceBepHaTa noAOBHHa ot 
3anaAHaTa CTeHa Ha npHTBOpa. CueHHTe „Cb. EAHcaBeTa c Hoan 
Kpi>cTHTeA cl , „Cb. AHa" n lXbpKOBHiiRT KaAeHAap, H3nncaHH TyK, ca 

CpCA HaH-UCHHHTC o6pa3UH Ha 6"bArapCKOTO CpCAHOBCKOBHO H3Ky- 
CTBO. 

LJ,T>pKBaTa nocrpaAaAa npn 3eMeTpeceHtieTO ot 1327 r., ho oiqe 
b HanaAOTO Ha CAeABamH^ XIV BeK 6wAa Bi>3CTaHOBeHa n <J>yHK- 
LiHOHiipaAa ao n-bpBaTa riOAOBima Ha XVIII BeK. 

LJipKBaTa „Cb. HcTHpHAcceT MwieHHiiH" e oco6eHO 3HannMa c 
npHci>CTBPieTO b hqk Ha HaH-ijeHHHTe enHrpa(j)CKH naMeTHHLU-i ot 
cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa HCTopwa Ha IrbArapH* h, pa36wpa cc, c FlaHTe- 
OHa Ha 6i>ArapcKHTe uape. TpnyM^aAHHTe koaohh c HaAnncn ot 
BpeMCTo Ha BAaAeTeAHTe xaH KpyM (802-814 r.), xaH OMypTar 
(814-831 r.), qap KaAOHH (1197-1207 r.) h uap HsaH AceH II 
(1218-1241), BrpaACHM b uT>pKBaxa npw uapyBaHCTO Ha nocACA- 
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HH£, CBHAeTeACTBaT 3a KAIOMOBM Cb6nTMJl OT 6'LArapCKaTa HCTOpHfl. 

B u^bpKBaTa caca cMT>prra hm 6mam norpe6ann qapeTC KaAO^H 
h MsaH AceH II, u;apHUHTC AHa-Mapn^ h Hpnna, Cb. CaBa Cpi>6- 
ckh h ApyrH 6AaropoAHMUH. 

TAeHHMTe ocTaHKH Ha ijap KaAOim, OTKpHTH npea 1972 r_, 6#xa 
npenorpebaHH c o<j>nijiiaAHa At>p>KaBHa ijepeMOHMfl Ha 19 anpiiA 
2007 r., 800 toahhii caca KOHHiiHaia Ha BAaAeieAji. 

Ha 18 Man 1888 r. b „Cb. MeTHpKACccT mvichhuh" cc clcto- 
^Aa CBarbeHaxa uepcMOHna Ha MMHHcrbp-npeAceAaTeAH Cre(j>aH 
C T aM6oAOB (1887-1894 r.). 

Apyro Ba>KHO ct>6hthc or HCTopHirra Ha q-bpKBaia e onoBecTfl- 
BaHeTO Ha He3aBHCHMOcrra Ha E^ArapH-H npe3 1908 r. ot uap Oep- 
AHHa A I (1887-1918 r.). 

ripe3 2008 r. cTap-rapa npoeKT no npeBp'MnaHe-ro Ha i^pKBa- 
Ta b CBoeo6pa3eH naHTeoH Ha 6i>ArapcKHTe BAaAeTeAH. KpaH Hca 
6#xa piiTyaAHo norpebaHH MpaMopHH capKoc|>a3H c ripper, CMeceHa 
c kocth ot rpo6oBeTe Ha ocHOBaTeAHTe Ha Ei>ArapH.H - xanoBere 
Ky6paT (632-668 r.) h Acnapyx (680-700 r.), m ijapeTe IeoprM 
I Tepxep (1280-1292 r.), HBafiAO (1277-1280 r.), h MuxanA III 
IllMiiiMaH-AceH. 

14. Pliska 

The archaeological park with museum representing the first 
capital of Bulgaria is located just outside north of the modern vil- 
lage with the same name - Pliska (80 km. west of Varna). By the 
end of 7 th century proto-Bulgarian tribes led by their Khan (title of 
the king) Asparukh conquered the lands south of river Danube in- 
habited by Slavic tribes. Most probably the famous khan - founder 
of the Bulgarian state in 681 AD - gave himself the order for the 
establishment of Pliska, later to become his capital. Pliska was the 
capital of Bulgaria until 893 when King Simeon I the Great built 
the second capital - Veliki Preslav not far south from here. 

The whole territory behind the three defense circles estimates 
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of 23 km2 and is outstanding for 7 th century Europe. The common 
people lived in the outer part ot the town while behind the second 
defense - a 2.5 m. high wall - the aristocracy buildings were locat- 
ed. The heart of the city was called the Citadel or the Small Palace. 
The so-called Palace of Khan Krum was built between 681 and 811. 
This building is remarkable for its luxury baths, a rare feature of the 
European kings' palaces at that time and also for its underground 
tunnels for escape during siege. Under the rule of Khan Omurtag 
the Gieat and the Small Palaces were built. 

King Boris I welcomed in Pliska the students of St. Cyril and 
Methodius carrying the Cyrillic alphabet. It was here that King Bo- 
ris was baptized in the Eastern Orthodox Christian faith in 866 AD 
and this became the official state religion. Bulgaria still holds to the 
same alphabet and religion almost 1200 years later. 

The Great Basilica of Pliska was built between 865 and 893, 
north of the Palace and has its own defense wall. The first Cathe- 
dral of the independent Bulgarian Orthodox Church was the larg- 
est temple in Southeastern Europe for the time of its existence. The 
three nave basilica had the extraordinary dimensions of 100/30 m 
covering an area of 2920 m2. The St. Peter church in Rome (4 th - 
1 6 th c.) was only 3.6 m wider. Paved road 1.5 km long connected the 
Pliska Great Church with the Inner city. Monastery buildings were 
found around the church and a mysterious cross-shaped martyrium 
under its floor. 









14. riAMCKa 






ApxeoAorHHecKMHT pe3epeaT c My3eu, npeACTaB^m m>pBaTa 
6'bArapcKa croAHua - cpeAHOBeKOBHa ITAHCxa, e pa3noAO>KeH He- 
nocpeACTBeHO Ha ceBep ot cbBpeMeHHOTO ceAO, HacAeAHAO cblijoto 
MMe (80 km. 3anaAHO ot BapHa). 

B icpaa Ha VII Bex npa6i>ArapcKHTe nAeMeHa, kokto o6HTaBa- 
ah mHpoKHH apeaA ot p. BoAra ao p. JXyniB, npeABO>KAaHH ot Tex- 
hhh xaH (BAaAeTeACKa THTAa) Acnapyx, ce 3aceAMAH TpaHHO Ha lor 
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ot AyHaB, b 3eMHTe Ha M3TOMHaTa PHMCKa HMnepmi (BH3aHTH^). 
flpe3 681 r. 6-bArapnre HaHCCAH tcjkko nopa>KeHne Ha HMnepaTop 

KoHCTaHTHH IV, KOHTO 6mA npHHyACH Aa OTCTbnH TepHTopwa Ha 

CBOHTe hobh cbceAH h Aa hm nAama roAHiueH AaH'bK. 

HenocpeACTBeHO caca Te3H c-b6iiTH« 3anoHHaAO H3rpa>KAaHeTO 
Ha croAHnaTa ITAHCKa, Han-BepoflTHO no HapeacAaHc Ha caMHii xaii 
Acnapyx. IlAHCKa ocraHaAa cTOAnna Ha BtArapnH ao 893 r., Kora- 
to nap CHMeoH AaA Hape>KAaHe 3a npeMecTBaHeTO Ha noAHTHne- 
ckhh ucht-lp Ha AbpJKaBaxa b ITpecAaB, HeAaAen k»kho ot IlAHCKa. 

TpHTC OT6paHHTeAHH BaAa Ha FlAiiCKa orpa>KAaAH nAoui ot 23 
km2 - Hemo HCBH>KAaHO b EBpona no OHOBa BpeMe. B HaH-BiHiii- 
HaTa nacT Ha rpaAa JKHseeAH o6iiKHOBeHHTe rpa*AaHH, a 3aA bto- 

DOTO (J)OpTH(J)HKanHOHHO CLOpiOKeHHe - 2.5 M. BHCOKaCTCHa, 6 HAH 

pa3noAoaceHH /KHAHinaTa Ha apncTOKpannflTa. B caMOTO cipue Ha 
rpaACKaTa nAom, HapeneHO „KpenocTTa" H „MaAKH* ABopen", 
6hah pa3noAOxceHH aAMHHHCTpaTHBHHTe crpaAH h napcKHH na- 
AaT. TyK cc HaMHpaA BHyuiHTeAHH>rr ABopen, HapencH „,A,Bopena 
Ha KpyNi", kohto 6ha H3rpa>KAaH h pa3iunpjiBaH b nepnoAa 681- 
811 r. A B op e U' bT pa3noAaraA cbc 3a6eAC3KHTeAHH no pa3Mep h 
AyKC 6aHH, Hemo p^ako cpemaHO b cpeAHOBeKOBHa EBpona, KaKTO 
h etc CAOKHa iiACTeHHua ot noA3CMHH npoxoAH, 3a eBeHTyaAHO 
OTTerAHHe npn o6caAa. rio-K-bCHO, no BpeMe Ha ynpaiJAeHneTO Ha 
xaH OMypTar (814-831 r.), 6hah HSAHFHaTH „Toacmwi ABopen" n 

„MaAKHH ABopen". 

IlAHCKa HMa cBoero orpoMHO 3HaneHHe He caMO 31 yTBi>p>KAa- 

BaHeTO Ha noAHTH^iecKaTa xereMomiii Ha B-LArapim b ioroH3TOHHa 

EBpona, ho n 3a pa3BHTHeTO Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa 6i>ArapcKa KyA- 

Typa n nncMeHOCT. IpaA'Kr e mjictoto, kiacto nap Bopnc I npneA 

paAyniHo yneHHnHTe Ha CBeTHTe 6paTH KnpuA n Mctoahh, kohto 

AOHecAH 6i?AemaTa A>p>KaBHa nncMeHOCT - KnpHAHiiara. 

Ilpe3 866 r. b IlAMCKa nap Bopnc I npneA Kp^menne no KaHO- 

Ha Ha HsTOHHonpaBocAaBHaTa n-bpKBa, kohto npe3 BeKOBeTe ce 

npeBi>pHaAa b rapaHT 3a cbxpaHHBaHeTO Ha 6-bArapcKaTa KyArypHa 

HACHTHHKOCT. 
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Haii-roAciMH^T xpncTHiiHCKH xpaM b riAHCKa - „rbAiJMaTa 6a- 
3MAHKa" 6ma M3AMrHaT Me>KAy 866 m 893 r. Ha 1.5 km. ceBepHo ot 
ABopeqa. LJ/bpKBaTa MiviaAa caMOCTOflTeAHa QT6paHHTeAHa CTCHa w 
cneu;KaAeH vrbi % CBi>p3BaA c napcKH* A^op. Caca rioKp'LCTBaHeTO 
th CTaHaAa m>pBH# KaTeApaAeH xpaM Ha aBTOKC(j)aAHaTa 6'bArapCKa 

apXHCJIHCKOnHJH. C BHyiUMTCAHHTe CM pa3MCpH OT 100/30 M. H 

nAOin ot 2920 m 2 , ToARMaTa 6a3HAHKa b FlAHCKa 6nAa HaH-roA#Ma- 
Ta uijpKBa b wroHSTOHHa EBpona. Okoao crpaAara Ha u^pKBaia ca 
OTKpHTH MaHacrapcKH noMcmcHHK, a noA ocHOBPire h e pa3KonaH 

Kp-TsCTOBHACH MapTHpHH (iVieMOpHaA Ha XpHCTUHHCKH CBCIUCHHk), 

3a hhhto npOH3XOA HMa pa3AHMHH TeopuH. 

15. Veliki Preslav 

The Veliki Preslav National Historical-Archaeological Reserve 
and Museum is located near the ciry of Veliki Preslav, 106 km. west 
of Varna. The museum was established in 1906 and it contains more 
than 35 000 artifacts, 1700 of which are exposed, including the fa- 
mous Preslav golden treasure. 

South ot the Museum are the ruins of the second capital of Bul- 
garia and one of the cities of biggest splendor of the time - Veliki 
Preslav. The name of the city could be translated as "the Great Most 
Glorified". Its existence began in the first half of 9 th century as a resi- 
dence of the Bulgarian Khans Krum and Omurtag, and guarded 
the mountain routes of the region. After the baptism ofKin^ Bo- 
ris I in 866 when the Eastern Orthodox Christianity became state 
religion many monumental churches were built in Veliki Preslav. 
For just about two decades of building activities the city became so 
magnificent that on the council in 893 it was announced as the new 
capital of Christian Bulgaria. Thus began the Golden age of Bulgar- 
ian culture under the rule of Boris' successor - King Simeon I the 
Great (893-927). 

The Kings capital Veliki Preslav was built on a remarkable ter- 
ritory of 3-5 square kilometers. The earlier fortification formed the 
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core of the citadel also called the Inner city. In the Outer city there 
were homes of the nobles and common citizens, monasteries with 
huge scriptorium, workshops, trade centers. The city continued its 
development and reached its cultural and architectural peak in the 
reign of King Peter (927-969). 

The royal palace which consisted of two monumental build- 
ings - the Great Palace and the Western Palace was built on a high 
plateau. The throne hall was three parted and had three naves. The 
King s church in the royal citadel was connected to the palace with 
a straight street 35 m. long. 

One of the most magnificent architectural features of Medieval 
Bulgaria - the St. John church, also called the Golden church of 
Veliki Preslav - was built in the upper terrace close to the Palace 
during the reign of King Simeon I the Great. Its dimensions are 
40m./21m. with height of 20 m. 

It had a round 12-columnednaos 10.5 m. in diameter with ambo 
right in its centre. The antechamber has two side rooms one of 
which was King s chapel and two towers. In its northern part three 
burials of Court s officials have been found. The marble and mosaic 
floor of the antechamber was painted in the colors of present day 
national flag of Bulgaria - white, green and red. The church vast 
yard was surrounded by colonnade. A huge monastery complex was 
attached to the church. 

The architectural planning of the Golden church of Veliki 
Preslav origins from the Early Christian architecture (4 ch -6 lh cen- 
tury) and was not typical for its time. The only parallel in Early Me- 
dieval Europe can be found in the cathedral of Charles le Magne in 
Aix-la-Chapelle (Aachen), dated from the end of 8 th century. This 
fact speaks of the vision of the two great rulers - Bulgarian King 
Simeon I and the French Charles le Magne to establish their own 
empires - successors of the Roman Empire. 
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1 5. BeAHKH IlpecAaB 

HaLiHOHaAHMJU HCTopMKO-apxeoAorHHecKH pe3epBaT m My3e£i 
„Bcahkh IlpecAaB" e pa3noAO^ccH Ha khaomctt>p k)>kho ot cbBpe- 
MeHHHJi rpaA BeAHKH npecAaB. My3esnr e OTKpHT npe3 1906 r. m b 
Hero ce cbxpaH^BaT HaA 35 000 eKcnoHara, okoao 1700 ot kohto 

Ca H3A0^CCHH B nOCTO^HHa eKCnOSimHfl, BKAWHHTeAHO npoMyToxo 
npecAaecKO 3AaTHO ct>KpoBHme. 

K)>kho oTMy3e;i MoraT Aa 6T>AaT pa3rAeA^HH pyHHHTe Ha BTopa- 
ra 6i>ArapcKa croAtma - cahh ot Han-3a6eAe;KHTeAHHTe eBponew- 

CKH CpCAHOBeKOBHH TpaAOBC 

BeAHKH IlpecAaB 3ano4HaA CBoeTO cwnecTByBaHenpe3 ntpBaTa 
noAOBHHa Ha IX seK no BpeMe Ha ynpaBAeHHeTo Ha xaHOBeTe KpyM 
h OiviypTar. OcHOBHaTa ^>vhklih^ Ha rpaAa, b to3h paHeH nepnoA 
ot HerosaTa HCTopn^i, 6iiAa HaA3opa Ha craponAaHHHCKHTe npoxo- 

AH, K))KHO OTCTOAHLtaTa rLvHCKa. 

Caca npneMaHeTO Ha xphcthhhctboto 3a oc[>HUHaAHa A*>p>KaB- 

Ha peAHTHH npe3 866 r. B FIpeCAaB 6hAH H3AHTHaTH MHO>KeCTBO 

BHyiUMTeAHH m>pKBH. MaAito noBene OT ABC ACCeTHAeTMil yCHAC- 
Ha CTpoHTeAHa a^hhoct, npeB-bpnaAa FIpecAaB b npeACTaBHTeAeH 
h KpacHB rpaA, h Ha cbhkzhhr ot Eopnc I ci>6op npe3 893 r. row 
6ha H36paH 3a HOBa croAHija Ha BtArapHJi. C TOBa penieHHe 6hah 

nOAO^CeHH OCHOBHTe Ha 3AaTHHH BeK Ha 6l>ArapCKa CpeAHOBCKOB- 

Ha xyATypa, npoTCKi^A npn ynpaBAeHHeTo Ha 6opHCOBiui chh pi Ha- 
cacahhk - uap Chmcoh I BeAHKH (893-927 r.). 

Caca npoB'b3rAac53BaHeTO Ha BeAHKH IlpecAaB 3a cTOAHija, rpa- 
XbJ 6ha pa3niHpeH Btpxy obma nAom ot 3.5 kM 2 . CrapaTa KpenocT 
ce npeBi>pHaAa b cbpi^eBHHa Ha rpaA^ h 6nAa HapeneHa „B^TpemeH 
rpaA*. Okoao Hen, bt>b „Bt>hiiihhji rpaA", 6hah pa3noAOM<eHH ao- 

MOBeTC Ha 6ArOpOAHHUH H rpaHCAaHH, MaHaCTHpCKH KOMnACKCH 
CbC CKpHHTOpHH, 3aHa.HTHHHHHUH H TbpTOBCKH IjeHTpOBC. TpaA^T 
HpOAtA^KHA CBOCTO pa3BHTHe H AOCTMTHaA Bi>pxoBeTe Ha apxMTe- 
KTypHM^L H KyATypHHfl ch 6a^clk npH ynpaBAeHHeTo Ha ijap rieTtp 

I (927 - 969 r.). 
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U,apcKHJ*T KOMriAeKC bt>b Bcahkh FIpecAas, ce CLCTOHA ot abc 
ochobhm crpa^M, HapencHH „IbAeMHji Afcopeu" h „3anaAHH*i abo- 
pei;". KoMnACKCLT 6ma pa3noAo;*ceH Ha TepcH, kohto ce H3AwraA 
HaA ocTaHaAaTa 4acT ot „Bi>TpeuiHH^ rpaA", ocHryp^BaHKH BHyiuw- 
TeAeH H3rAeA Ha qapcKHTe crpaAH. B ABopeija HMaAO rpH orpoMHH 
3aAH, pa3AeAeHHe ot pCAOBe BHyniHTeAHH koaohh. EAHa aAe* c 
A^A^cwHa 35 M, oTBe^KAaAa Ljapa ot hctobmk ABopeij ao uapcicaTa 
i^T>pKBa, pa3noAo^<eHa b 6ah30ct ao KOMnACKca. 

Eahh ot HaH-ueHHHTe o6pa3ijH Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa cpeAHOBeKOBHa 
apxHTeKTypa - u^pKBaTa „Cb. HoaH" mam T.Hap. „3AaTHa u.T.pKBa' 
6nAa nocTpoeHa no BpeMeTo Ha Ljap Chmcoh, Ha bhcoks Tepaca b 
6ah3oct ao ABopeua. Ta 6wAa A^Ara 40 m., iunpoKa 21 m. h BMcoKa 
20 m. Ochobhoto noMemeHHe Ha qipKBaTa - Haocbr 6ma btdB (J>op- 
MaTa Ha Kp-br c AHaMeTtp 10 m., orpaACH c 12 koaohh. IlpcABcpHe- 
to Ha xparvia MiwaAO abc crpaHHHHH noMemeHMii, cahoto ot kohto 
BepoxTHO i4apcKH napaKAMC, w A Be CTpaHM4HH KyAH. B ceBepHaTa 
HacT Ha neABepneTO ca OTKpHTM Tpn norpe6eHH# Ha 6AaropoAHH- 

I4H OT qapCKHH ABOp. MpaMOpHHHT nOA Ha CbmOTO nOMClUCHHC 

6ha nocTAaH c KpacMBa M03aHKa b ijBeTOBeTe Ha CLBpeivieHHHii Ha- 
HHOHaAeH (j)Aar Ha EtArapH^ - 6*a, 3eAeH h nepBeH. U/i>pKBaTa pa3- 
noAaraAa c uiHpOK aTpHM (ABOp) c KOAOHaAM, a nALTHO ao nex 6ha 

nOCTpoeH MaHaCTHpCKH KOMnAeKC. 

ApxMTCKTypHPWT nAaH Ha „3AaTHaTa L^pea" nopa>KA*i mhoto 
Btnpocw. Eahhctbchhht xpaM c TaxaBa riAaHMpOBKa b EBpona no 
TOBa BpeMe 6ma ci>mo uapcxa m>pKBa - KaTeApaAara Ha KpaA£ Ha 
<j>paHKCKaTa HMiiepjw KapA Bcahkh b Ekc Abo LIIaneA (AaxeH), 
crpoeHa b Kpa# Ha VIII Bex. T0311 <j>aicr noACKa3Ba 3a naMepcHHirra 
Ha ABaMaTa HaH-Morhmn CBponcwcKH BAaACTCAH 3a H3AwraHe Ha 
TexHHTe A^p^xaBH KaTO HacAeAHHijH Ha PuMCKaTa HMnepufl. 

16, Rock-hewn churches of Ivanovo 

Alongside chc valley of river Rusenski lorn, about 20 km. south 
of Ruse (294 km. northeast of Sofia) an amazing rock-hewn mon- 
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astery complex existed from 10 c]l to 14 th century. The uniqueness of 
the site made it a part of the UNESCO World Heritage list. 

The whole rocky massif is pierced by churches, monasteries, holy 
abodes and private cells. It was a great centre of spiritual and cul- 
tural life. The innumerable cave rooms are connected by stairways 
and tracks also cut in the rocky cliff. 

One of the main features of the complex is the rock-hewn St. 
Archangel Monastery in the Pismata area. It was established in 
1220 s by a monk, named Joachim who later became Patriarch of 
the Church. The monastery held a partnership with the royal court 
in the capital ofTurnovo during its whole existence in 13 th - I4 ch cen- 
tury. Several Bulgarian kings including Ivan Asen II (1218-1241) 
and Ivan Alexander (1331-1371) send gifts to the monastery for its 
cultural achievements which served the entire nation. 

The monastery consists of several complexes of cave rooms 
around the St. Archangel Michael church (Buried church), The 
Baptistery, Gospodev dol, The St. Theodor church (Ruined church) 
and the Holy Mother of God church. Beautiful wall paintings from 
13 th - 14 th century especially these in the Holy Mother of God 
church are among the most precious examples of the Komnenian 
and Paleologian style of medieval art on the Balkans. 

In 14 th century the monastery was a centre of Hesychasm - a 
Christian mystic teaching which gave many benefits for the cultural 
life of Bulgarian kingdom. 

One of the major literary documents of the period is the Visa- 
rion's Paterick (wisdom book). 

16. CicaAHHTe uytpKBH Kpaii HeaHOBo 

Ha ABaHceTHHa KHAOMeTpa k»kho ot rpaA Pyce, b CKaAHMfl Ma- 
chb no jipoTOKeHweTO Ha peKa PyceHcxn Aom, Me>KAy X h XIV BeK, 
6ha ci>3AaAeH yHHKaAeH MaHacrapcKH KoivmAeKC, hhhto ocxaHKH 
AHec ca 4acT ot cnnci>Ka Ha IOHECKO 3a H36paHO cbctobho kva- 
xypHO HacAeACTBo. 
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npC3 CpeAHOBeKOBHeTO B CKaAMTe HaA pCKaTa MOHaCH H3CCKAH 
A^CeTKH PI CTOTHI^ll Jjp>piCBH, MaHaCTHpH, CKpHnTOpiiyMM, pa6o- 
THAHHLJH H JKHAHmHH IIOMemeHHa. FIOBe^eTO OT TRX Ca CBT>p3aHH 

noMe^vAy ch b yAHBMTeAHa nAereHHua ot H3ceneHH b CKaAaTa ctt>- 
naAa h rrKreKH. U^aocthhat KOMnAeKC <J>yHKUHOHHpaA Ka*ro kak>- 
hob KyATypcH w ayxobch u.eHT'bp, oco6cho no BpeMCTO Ha BTOpOTO 
6tArapcKO i^apcTBO. 

Eahs ot ochobhmtc cBeTMHM c MaHacTHp'bT „Cb. ApxaHrcA", M3- 
ceneH b CKaAMTe b MecTHOCTTa „rincMaTa". Tom 6ha ocHOBaH npe3 
20-Te toahhh Ha XIII BeK ot MOHax Ha hm€ HoaKHM, kohto no-ia>c- 
ho CTaHaA m>pBHX naTpnapx Ha 6T>ArapcKaTa npaBOCAaBHa Lj^pK- 

Ba. MaHaCTHpiiT nOAA*>P>*<aA BpT>3KH C l^apCKM^ A BO P b TbpHOBO 

no BpeMe Ha u^aoto ch CLinecTByBaHe - XIII-XIV BeK. Ot cboa 
cTpaHa J4apeTe HBaH AceH II (1218-1241 r.) h HBaH AAexcaHA^p 
(1331-1371 r.) 6oraTO o6Aap.HBaAH o6HTeATa, 3apaAH npHHOCiiTe 
h kt>m KyATypaTa m npocBeTaTa Ha A^p^aBaTa. noMeineHH^iTa, ot 
kohto 6ha cbCTaBCH MaHCTHptT, hoccah HMeHaTa „Cb. ApxaHreA 
MnxapiA", „Cb. TeoAop", „Cb. EoropoAHLja", „Kp-bin,eAHiiTa" H Ap< 
CpeA Haw-ueHHHTe 3ana3eHH cxeHonHcn ca tc3h b m»pKBaTa „Cb. 
BoropoAHLia" ot XIV BeK. 

ripe3 XIV BeK b MaHacrapa nonyA^pHOcr ao6hao mhcthhho- 

TO XpHCTHflHCKO yHCHUC ~ HCHXa3T»M, KOeTO AOBCAO AO HOB BT>3XOA 
Ha KHH^KOBHaxa A^HHOCT B T03H H APY™ peAMrH03HH LjeHTpOBe B 

CTpaHaTa. Ot to3h nepnoA e h HaH-H3BecTHaTa KHHra npoM3BeACHa 
b MaHacTHpa - T.Hap. „BwcapHOHOB naTepnic". 

17. Sveshtari tomb 

The tomb was found during archaeological excavations on the 
huge Ginina mound from 17 September to 6 November 1982. It 
is located 2.5 km. north of the Sveshtari village, area of Raz-grad. 
Twenty six mounds have been found near Sveshtari, and next to 
them strongly fortified settlement which had been the capital of the 
buried ruler. This was an important political and cultural centre of 
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the Getae tribe, famous with their belief in the immortality of the 
humans soul, described by the Ancient Greek chronographer and 
Father of History, Herodotus. 

The Sveshtari tomb was built during the peak of the political and 
warfare might of the Getae tribe at the beginning of 3 rd century BC. 
At that time king of the Getae was mighty Dromichaites, the de- 
feater of Alexander the Greats successor Lysirnachos. 

The tomb is located at the southeast sector of the mound, and its 
entrance is also turned southeast. It contains a corridor and three 
chambers with rectangular shape, covered by a dome in the shape 
of a semicircle. A very interesting detail about the tomb at Sveshtari 
is the presence of side premises. There is an almost unknown open- 
ing (window) near the entrance between the antechamber and the 
premises. Two funeral stone beds have been found here - a bigger 
at the northern wall against the entrance, and a smaller - at the 
eastern wall. The two beds bear witness that this was probably a 
family tomb. 

A composition is painted above the great stone bed in the main 
burial chamber, representing the deifying of a notable Getae after 
his death. The horseman, who is in fact the passed man, headed to 
the other world, receives a golden crown by the Goddess and turns 
into immortal Heros. A frieze often female figures is put in the bur- 
ial chamber. Female figures have been found in a number of Grecian 
tombs. A huge number was found in local hypogynies in Southern 
Italy, usually conventionally called Caryatids. 

The burial ritual, the perfect architectural technique and the 
rich decoration are all proofs that the tomb carries a local ruler and 
his wife, who have lived somewhere in the beginning of 3 rd century 
BC. The tomb at Sveshtari is a remarkable monument of the Thra- 
cian culture from the Early Hellenistic period and part of the UN- 
ESCO World Heritage list. 
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17* Fpo6iiHiJ[aTa Kpaii CBemapH 

riponvTaTa TpaKHHCKa rpo6nHua 6har oncpHTa npn apxeoAO- 
rH4ecKH pa3KonKH b IYiHHHa MorwAa, npoBeACHM ot 17 cemeMBpH 
AO 6 HoeMBpH 1982 r. C&M&ra MorHAa e nacr ot apxeoAoraHecKHH 
pe3cpBar „C6op^HOBo" w c pa3noAO>KeHa Ha 2.5 km. ceBcpHo ot 
ceAO CBemapw, Pa3rpaACKO. 

OcBeH THHMHa MorHAa b panoHa Ha „C6op#HOBo" ca OTKpHTH 
oiye 26 mqtuah c BHCOHHHa ot 1 ao 20 m. h yKpeneHO ceAHme, koc- 
to BepoHTHO e 6hao TAaseH rpaA Ha riACMeTO reTH. 

BaujaTa Ha HCTopiiflTa - XepoAOT onncBa reTHTe KaTO „HaH- 

xpa6pn h Han-cnpaBeAAHBH ot TpaKHTe". CnopeA hhkoh aHTHHHH 
aBTopw reTHTe 6hah HapeneHH no-icbCHO toth. FIoa TOBa HMe Te 
CTaHaAH n-bpBOTO xpHCTH^HH3MpaHO nACMe b Espona, noKpi>CTe- 

HO OTTeXHH# AHACp yp<J>MAa B 3eMHTe OKOAO AHCII16H FlAeBeH KT>M 

cpeAaTaHalV BeK. 

rpo6HHi;aTa Kpaw CsemapH 6nAa nocTpoeHa b HanaAOTO Ha 
III b. np. Xp., KoraTO reTHTe 6hah Ha Bi>pxa Ha cBOiiTa noAHTHne- 
CKa h BoeHHa moiij, Texen BAaAeTeA no TOBa speMC 6ha Mon>mnH 

ApOMMXeT, KOHTO pa36HA HaCACAHHKa Ha AAeKCaHA^p BeAHKH B 

TpaKM^ - Aii3HMax h ro otbca b nAeH b CTOAHuara cm Xcamc. MMa 
roAHMa sepo^iTHOCT yKpeneHOTO ceAHine b 6ah30ct ao rpo6HHqaTa 
Aa e cbin,HR T03H rpaA- 

Tpo6HPmaTa e pa3noAO>KeHa b ioroH3TOHHaTa nacT Ha T.Hap. Ih- 
HHHa MorHAa h bxoat>t h e opneHTHpaH b cbiqaTa nocoKa. Ta ce 
Cl>CTOH ot KopHAop H TpH npaBotrtAHH noMemeHna C nOAyKpiEAH 
cboaobc HeTHnHHeH cacmcht Ha aHTHMHaTa apxHTeKTypa ot T03H 
nepHOA ca ABeTe CTpaHHHHH noMemeHH* H npo3opeLjT>T b 6ah3oct 
ao BXOAa. OTKpHTH ca j\bc norpe6aAHM AO^ceTa, kocto HaBexcAa Ha 
MHCBATa, ne TOBa e 6hao ceMeHHa rpo6HHu;a. 

Bhcoko Ha CTeHaTa HaA ochobhoto AO>Ke b norpe6aAHaTa KaMe- 
pa e HspucyBaHa cu;eHa Ha o6o>KecTBHBaHe Ha mt>ptbhji BAaAeTeA. 
CaMHJ3T toh e H3o6pa3eH KaTO kohhhk, a npeA Hero ma rpyna 
jKeHH, eAHa ot kohto My noAaBa AaBpoB BeHeij. 
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Apyrw^T 3a6eAe5KHTCAeH KOMnoHeHT Ha rpo6HaTa KaMepa e 
4>pH3i>T ot accct >KeHCKM <j>MrypH, HapeneHH KapnaTHAH no m>p- 

BOo6pa3HTe Ha TflXHaTa HKOHOrpacjjHA OT rpo6HHlJ,M B PbpLJH* M 

VDtkhsl VLt&ahh. 

M3KAiOHMTeAHO npeijH3HHTe apxHTeiaypHH penieHRH Ha rpo6- 
HML<aTa, KaKTO k HCHHaTa 6oraTa ACKopaqpw, KapaT yneHHTe Aa 
npeAnoAaraT, He b Hex e 6ma norpc6aH npeABOAMTeA Ha reTHTe ot 
HanaAOTO Ha III BeK h HerooaTa ci>npyra. CeemapcKaTa rpo6HHua e 
3a6eAe>KHTeAeH MOHyMeHT Ha TpaKi-iricKaTa KyATypa ot PaHHoeAM- 
HHCTHHHaTa enoxa pi KaTo TaicbB e oqeHCH H bkakjhch b cnncLKa Ha 
K3HECKO 3a cbctobho Ky/vrypHO HacAeACTBO. 

18. Madara 

The archaeological reserve Madara is mega complex which pre- 
sents several millennia of Balkans cultural history. It is located 75 
km. west of Varna. All of the historical periods are featured here 
with their specific ritual and social developments. 

The ancient heart of the complex is the so-called Great Cave 
with height of more than 30 m. For its shelter and fresh water com- 
ing from the rocks, this place became home of the earliest popula- 
tion of Europe. The Thracians performed here rituals in adoration 
of goddess Bendis, and the deities of healing springs - the Three 
Nymphs and Asclepius. The most interesting artefact found here - 
a marble block with the signs of the zodiac - suggests the presence 
of an ancient prophet-oracle. Not far north from here according 
to history sources the divine priest of the Getae - Zalmoxis spent 
several years of initiation in an underground cave. 

Later, in medieval times small Christian chapel of unknown lo- 
cal saint was built there. 

From the times of the mighty Thracians the local museum pre- 
sents one of the very few sun clocks with an image of Orpheus. The 
fortified castle of Madara was built in 3 rd -2 nd century BC and used 
by Romans, Byzantines and Bulgarians. It survived until medieval 
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times. Nearby the train station archaeologists found a huge Roman 
villa. The early Christian epoch is contested by several sanctuaries 
including a vast monastery from 4 lh -6 ch century. A proto-Bulgari- 
ans sanctuary (8 th century) was buik around the sacred rock on the 
area of 100 m2. Its walls are still preserved with a height of more 
than 2 m. Several Christian sites are preserved from the rule of King 
Boris I. A cave monastery from 14 —15 th century still exists, with 
several rock-cut cells some of which 40-50 m. up in the cliff. 

The most famous part of Madam's history is the rock-cut relief 
which represents an armed horseman surrounded by animals. Ac- 
cording to different theories this is an image of the Thracian god 
Heros, deity of the proto-Bulgarians; the ruler Khan Krum or its 
successor Omurtag. As the horse was important part of life for the 
local population of all of the mentioned epochs, the Madara horse- 
man may be safely defined as a collective image of the Supreme 
God. The rock relief is a part of the UNESCO World Heritage list. 

The mysterious rock-cut tomb is found in a place called Kireka, 
3 km. north of the horseman. It has all of the details of the Late An- 
tique necropolis object, but Thracian, Roman or Early Christian is 
not quite clear. A huge cross over 1 m. is decorated on its entrance 
and two ritual niches were dug from both sides. Some scientists 
are even ready to declare the site as the tomb of King Boris I the 
Great - the baptizer of Bulgaria. 









18. Ma,a,apa 

ApxeoAon-iHecKKHT pe3epBaT „MaAapa" e BHyuiHTeAeH kom- 
nAeKc, cbxpaHHA Ha cBOHTa TepHTopH.a naMeTHHUH ot hohth bchh- 
kh nepnoAH Ha pa3BHTH.e Ha eBponeHCKaia KVArypa ripes nocAeA- 

HHTe HilKOAOKO XHAHAH TOAHHH. ToH e pa3nOAO>KeH Ha 80 KM. 3a- 

naAHO ot BapHa. 

A,peBHH5rr iieHT'bp Ha KOMnAeKca e „rbAHMaTa neiuepa" — ecTeci- 
BeHo cKaAHo o6pa3VBaHne c BucoHUHa 30 m. B „IoAflMaTa neiuepa" 
h „MaAi<aTa neiuepa" HarviepHAH noACAOH hakom or Haii-paHHHTe 
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o6HTaTeAH Ha BaAKaHCKRH noAyocTpoB. Flpes V BeK np. Xp. b „Ib- 
A^iviaTa neujepa" mccthoto TpaKMHCKO HaceACHHe nocTaBMAO 06- 
poiHW nAOHKH Ha 6orMHJiTa BeHAMAa, TpMTe hmm(J>h h AcKAenwH, 
Bepo^THO b 3HaK Ha noHHT ki»m 3ApaBeHOCHaTa CHAa Ha TyKanmaTa 
H3BopHa BOAa. HaH-HHTepecHaTa HaxoAKa e MpaMopHa riAOHa ct>c 
30AHaKaAHHTe 3HauH, kohto e ocHOBa Ha XHnoTe3aTa 3a npHCLCT- 
buc Ha ^cpci4-opaKyA b nemepaTa. He ca A^Aen ot MaAapa 3cmhtc 
Ha reTHie h tcxhhh AyxoBeH y4HTeA 3aAMOKCHC, komto noAyHHA 

CBOCTO HpOCBCTACHMe MMCHHO B nOA3CMHO ClOptaceHHC flpe3 
CpCAHOBeKOBHeTO B nemepaTa <J)yHKL4HOHHpaA MaAbK XpHCTHflH- 

ckh napaKAHC. 

B MaAapa e otkpht yHHKaAeH ca^hhcb nacoBHMK c H3o6pa>Ke- 
Hiie Ha Op<j>eH, sepo^THO MecTHa TpaKMHCKa H3pa6oTKa. Ahthh- 
HaTa KpenocT, nocipoeHa npe3 III-II BeK np. Xp. 6wAa H3noA3BaHa 
nocAeAoeaTeAHO ot phma^hh, BH3aHTHHUH h 6i>ArapH, h oueA^Aa 
ao CpeAHOBeKOBHeTo. B 6ah3oct ao >KeAe3onT)THaTa rapa ca ot- 

KpHTH OCTaHKHTe Ha TOAKMZ pHMCKa BHAa. 

PaHHOxpHCT^ixHCKaTa enoxa (IV-VI b.) e 3acBHAeTeACTBaHa b 
MaA^pa c h*koako q'bpKBM h cahh o6niMpeH MaHacTMp. Ot 6t>a- 
rapcKOTOCBeTHAHme, CTpoeno npe3 VIII b., 3a4HHTO KyATBceouje 
ce npaBKT A°raAKM, AHec ca bhahmh creHH, bhcokh HaA 2 MeTpa. 

Hakoako xpHCTH^HCKH o6cKTa ca 3ana3eHH h ot enoxaTa Ha FIo- 
xp-bCTBaHeTo h Ljap Bopnc I. EIpe3 XIV-XV BeK b CKaAHTe 6hah 
M3AtA6aHPi MHO>KeCTBO MOHauiecKH KHAHH, o6eAHHeHH b MaHa- 
CTHpCKH KOMnAeKC. 

MHTepecHO e KaK cpeA bchhkoto TOBa pa3HOo6pa3ne ot naMeT- 
HHqM HaKyATypHOTo hm HacAeACTBO peAe(J>*bT Ha eAMH caMOTeH koh- 
hhk ocTaBa bt>b BpeMeTO KaTo ocHOBeH chmboa Ha MaAapa. CTaBa 
Btnpoc 3a nponyTHfl MaAapcKH kohhhk - cKaAeH peAe<J> Ha bt>o- 
p r b>KeH (AOByBam) e3Aan Ha koh> o6rpaACH ot khbothh, Pa3AHHHM 
XHnoTe3H BH>KAaT b kohhhks TpaKHHCKOTo 6o>i<ecTBO xepoc, xaH 
KpyM ham HeroBHA HacAeAHHK - xaH OiviypTar- Tt>h KaTo koh#t e 
6ha MOJKe 6h Han-Ba>KHHiiT eAeMeHT, KaKTO Ha TpaKHHCKOTo, Taxa H 
Ha Jipa6 r bArapcKOTo o6mecTBo, naMeTHHK r bT )> mhpoak)6hbo u Moxe 
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Aa 6"bAe xapaKTepH3npaH KaTO o6o6meH o6pa3 Ha npeAxpHCTRHH- 

CKHil 6o^CeCTBCH BAaACTeA HAH Ha BT>pXOBHOTO MCCTHO (HCHa30Ba- 

ho) 6o^KecTBo. MaAapcKH^T kohhmk e nacT ot cnHctica Ha K3HE- 
CKO 3a CBeTOBHO KyATypHO HacAeACTBO. 

Ha 3 km. ceBepHO ot MaAapcKM* kohhhk b MCCTHOCira „KHpe- 
Ka" ce HaMHpa 3araAT>HHa H3ce i ieHa b cKaAaTa rpo6HHLia. Th hoch 

BCHHKH TMnMMHM 6eAC3M Ha ICbCHOaHTHHHO rpo6MUJHO CbOpiOKe- 

HHe, ho Bee ouie He e *cho a^ah e n^pBOHanaAHO nocTpoena 3a e3H- 

MeCKH HAH XpHCTHilHCKH nOrpe6aACH pHTyaA. EAHOMeTpOB Kpi^CT 

e H3cencH Ha BXOAa, a ot ABeTe My crpaHH ca H3AtA6aHH abc pnTy- 
aAHM hhluh. H^koh cneijHaAHCTH TB-bpA-HT, He TyK e 6ha norpe6aH 
uap Eopnc I Kpi^cTHTeA. 

19. Troyan monastery 






The Troyan monastery is located 10 km. from the city of Troyan 
in the beautiful valley of Black Osam river (150 km. east of Sofia). It 
was established by an ascetic monk in 1 6 th century as a small wood- 
en church. During the first half of 1 8 ch c. a small school functioned 
in the monastery which became famous after 1765 thanks to the 
work of the teacher Nicola Vibranov. 

In 1785 c. father Paisii sanctified the scythe (small monastery) 
St. Nicolas the Wondermaker, built by local villagers 1 km. south- 
east from the main monastery on the St. John peak (1046 m.). An- 
other scythe named after St. John the Baptist rose in 1830, 8 km. 
deeper in the mountain. Both these buildings still contain ancient 
art in form of wooden altar gates and icons and the first one func- 
tions nowadays with the rank of Monument of the Culture. 

During the entire 18 th century the monastery developed school 
and book manufacturing activities. The new church of the monas- 
rery was built in 1835 and the bell tower featuring small chapel of 
the saint brothers Cyril and Methodius - the creators of the Cyril- 
lic alphabet - in 1865. 

The main church of the Troyan monastery - Dormition. of the 
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Holy Mother of God is located in its southern yard. It is a one nave 
building with precious frescoes made by the most famous church 
painter Zachary Zograph in 1847. Among the images of the saints 
represented here is the Bulgarian Khan Tervel (700-721 AD). The 
most remarkable scenes are The Judgment Day and The Wheel of 
Time. The cell of the national hero Vasil Levski, who turned from a 
monk to revolutionary, is preserved in the monastery. 

The most famous and holy object of the monastery is the icon of 
Holy Mother of God Three handed from 18 th century. This type of 
icons has its origin in 8 th c. Byzantium in the times of iconoclasm. 
The Syrian monk St. John of Damascus was wrongfully punished, 
and his right hand was cut off. He spent a whole night in prayer to 
the holy Mother of God and in the morning his hand was miracu- 
lously renewed. In honor of the Virgin he ordered a silver copy of 
his hand to be attached to the icon. 

The icon of Holy Mother of God Three handed came to the 
Troyan monastery carried by a monk from the Holy mountain of 
Athos. When the monk decided to continue on his journey after 
taking a rest in the monastery the icon had a different plan. Several 
times the icon left the luggage of the monk and flew back to the 
holy abode. The monks and the traveler agreed that this was the 
choice of the icon itself and decided to leave the holy image for- 
ever in the Troyan monastery. After that many miraculous healings 
were witnessed at the icon and nowadays it is one of the three most 
sacred icons for the people in Bulgaria. Each of these icons is kept 
in one of the only three Bulgarian monasteries which preserve the 
old calendar tradition. The Troyan monastery is one of them and 
the others are the Rila and the Bachkovo monastery. Huge celebra- 
tions take place in the monastery on its special holiday - 15 th Au- 
gust when the miraculous icon is carried out of the church to bless 
the believers. 
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19- TpOJIHCKHH MaHacTiip 

Tpo#HCKH.HT MaHacTup e pa3noAO>KCH b xpacHBaTa AOAMHa Ha p. 
HepHH OcbM Ha 10 km, ioroH3TOHHO ot rpaA TpOflH (150 KM. H3- 
tomho ot Co(J)hji). Han-paHHaTa crpaAa Ha TOBa mhcto 6HAa MaAKa 
A^pBeHa i4i>pKBa, nocrpoeHa ot MOHax-OTiueAHHK npea XVII Bex. 

Ilpe3 nipBaTa noAOBHHa Ha XVIII bcr b MaHacrwpa pa6oxHAO 

KHH)KOBHO yHHAHIIje, KOCTO CTaHaAO OCo6eHO H3BCCTHO CACA 1765 

r., nopaAH ycHAeHaTa achhoct Ha A^-CKaA HnKOAa Bn6paHOB. Flo 
cbiuoTO BpeMe, HryMeH'bT Ha MaHacTHpa, XpHCTO(J)op ot ConoT, 
npeAnpHeA uiHpoKOMama6Ha CTpOHTeAHa achhoct, pecTaspupaA 
crapaTa A^pseHa utpKBa h npea 1771 r. ocMrypwA B0AOCHa6A#Ba- 
HeTO Ha o6HTeATa. 

HoBa ci>6opHa qi>pKBa Ha MaHacTHpa, T03H ni>T ot icaMiK, 6nAa 
nocTpoeHa okoao 1780 r., no BpeMCTO Ha HryMeH FlaxoMHH. FIoBe- 
neTO ot crpaAHTe ca nocTpoeHH npw MryMeH FlaHCHH, kohto ynpa- 
BAiiBaA MaHacTMpa ot 1785 ao 1817 r. Tlpe3 18 12 r. LVbpKBaTa 6HAa 
pa3ninpcHa. 

HryivieH IlaHCHH ocbctha npe3 1785 r. MaAKH* MaHacrapcKH 

CKHT „Cb. HHKOAaft HyAOTBOpeij", KOHTO Ce HaMHpa Ha KHAOMCTbp 

toroHSTOHHO ot ocHOBHaTa o6htca. H ao ahcc B"bpxy AtpBope36aTa 
Ha qapcKHTe BpaTH ot hctobh^ HKonocrac ahhh HaAnnc c hmcto Ha 
nepoMOHax KwHnpMaH h roAMHaTa 1794. 

C A^HHOCTTa Ha HryMeH riapTeHHM ca CB*bp3aHW hhkoh ot HZVL- 
Ba>KHHTe ct>6hth.h ot HCTopn^Ta Ha MaHacTHpa. OT6paHtrreAHa 
CTCHa 6nAa nocTpoeHa npe3 1820 r., a AeceT roAHHH no-in>CHO, npc3 
1830 r. ? MaHacTHp-bT noAynHA cTaTyT „cTaBpoiiHrnaAeH M m npcMM- 
HaA noA A^peKTHaTa BAacT Ha KOHCTaHTHHonoACOifl naipwapx. 
Caca TOBa cb6nTHe riapTeHHH HHimniipaA o6hobhtcahh CTpO- 

HTeAHH ACHCTBHfl. Hip e3 1832 T. TOM OCBCTHA BTOpH CKHT— „Cb. 

MoaH ripeATena" b MecTHOCTTa „3eAeHHKOBeiV\ 8 km. HaB"bTpe b 
nAaHHHaTa. Ctpohtcactboto Ha HOBaTa MaHacTHpcica ivtpKBa „yc- 
neHHe BoropoAnqno" 6hao p'bKOBOAeHO ot yTBtpAemui MaftcTop 
KoHCTaHTKH ot flemepa h npoA^A^HAO ot MapT ao k>ah 1835 
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r. Ha 6 aBrycT hobkht xpaM 6ma ocbctch ot BeAHKOT'bpHOBCKHH 
MHTponoAHT HAapHOH, a na mhctoto Ha crapaTa UT>pKBa 6ha no- 
CTpoeH MaAtK A^pseH napaKAMc „Po>KAecTBO BoropoAMHHo". Hlo 
H3nHCBaHeTO Ha HOBaTa ijT>pKBa npe3 1 847 r. pa6oTHA bhahhji 6t>a- 
rapcKK xyAO^cHHK 3axapn 3orpa<J). CpeA HaM-ueHHHTe CTCHonHcw 

Ca CLjeHHTe ?) CTpaiHHH5IT CT>a" H „KoAeAOTO Ha HCHBOTa", KaKTO H 

o6pa3a Ha cahh ot mpBHTe 6i>ArapcKH xpHcnumcKH BAaACTCAM - 
xaH TepBeA (700-721 n). B MaHacrapa e 3ana3CHa CTa^Ta, ko^to 
H3nOA3BaA npw CBOHTe nocemeHHii anocTOAa Ha CBo6oAaia BacuA 

AeBCKH. 

Hafi-noMHTaHaTa peAHKBa b Tpo^HCKHfl MaHacTHp e nyAOTBOp- 
HaTa HKOHa Ha Cb. EoropoAHixa - Tpoepym-ma ot XVIII Bex. Bo- 
ropoAHHHHTe hkohh ot rana j/TpoepyHHija" (xpup-bKa) ce iio.hbhah 
b M3T04HaTa PwMCKa HMnepua (BH3aHTMii) npe3 VIII BeK. Flo TOBa 
BpcMc cHpHHCKHHT MOHax Cb. HoaH A^MacKHH 6 ha HecnpaBeAAH- 
bo oclach A a M y 6t>ac OTceneHa A^cnaTa pi>Ka. L^HAa hoih toh npe- 

KapaA B MOAHTBH K"LM EoropOAHUa, KOflTO Ha CyTpHHTa B1>3CTaHO- 

BMAa pbKaTaMy B naivteT HaTOBanyAO Cb. HoaH HapeAHAcpe6-bp- 
ho Konne Ha p-bKaTa My a^ 6i>Ae npuKaneHo kt^m HKOHorpa<j>CKKH 
o6pa3 Ha BoropoAHUia. Tpo^HCKaTa Tpoepyntiua „npHCTHrHaAa" b 
MaHacTMpa KaTO nacT ot TOBapa Ha mohsx, m>TyBam ot CBeTa ropa, 
kohto cnpiiA a^ HomyBa b crpaAaTa. KoraTo Ha cyTpuHTa OTno^iH- 

HaAWiTT m»THHK peiUH A A3 npOA"bA»H CBOeTO ntTCUieCTBHe IIKOHa- 

Ta „0Tica3aAa" a^ HanycHe cseTaTa o6htca. Hhkoako iit/th MOHa- 
x"lt x CAaraA b AHcarwTe h bcckh m>T caca KaTO h3mhhca h3bcctho 
pa3CTOHHHe HKOHaTa npeAPuaAa o6paTHO b MaHacTMpa. HaKpan 

MOHaClITe H ntTHHKa H3TT>AKyBaAH Ct6HTHeTO KaTO 3H3.K CBHIIie H 

t^ 6wAa ocTaBeHa b MaHacTMpa, kt>acto ce paABa Ha HapoAHaTa no- 
mht h \o AHec. Tpo^HCKaTa Cb. BoropoAHi;a Tpoepynnua e eAHa 
ot Tpure Haii-TaneHH ot 6i>ArapHTe hkohh, ApyrHTe abc ca b ocra- 
HaAWTc ABa CTaBponnrpiaAHH MaHacrapa - Phackha pi EaHKOBCKH*. 
Ahthmho uiecTBHC c HKOHaTa ce npoBcxcAa BOiKa roAMHa Ha 
npa3HMKa HacBCTaTa o6htca - 15 aBrycT, KoraTo Bjapsamwre MMaT 

BT>3MOjKHOCTTa A^ CC AOKOCHaT AO HyAOTBOpHaTa H CHAa. 
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20. Nicopolis ad Istrum 






One of the biggest but not so well explored and presented Roman 
towns in Bulgaria is Nicopolis ad Istrum. It is located 17 km. north 
of Veliko Turnovo. The city was built in 2 nd century, following the 
planning of the Roman Empire cities. Some of its so far uncovered 
features include the bouleuterion or the building where the city 
council was gathered with dimensions of 15.25/16.60 m., which 
was found at the central square. The main citizen basilica where law 
court decisions and some trade deals were made was uncovered as 
a part of the forum of Nicopolis. The forum itself was surrounded 
by impressive buildings with astounding architectural details. The 
city took its fresh water through the stone channel which extends at 
more than 20 km. in western direction. 

In 250 AD Roman Emperor Decius crushed the invasion of the 
Goths killing more than 30 000 enemies on the field near Nicopolis. 

Two early Christian churches (4 th -6 lh century) were found in 
Nicopolis by a Bulgarian-English archaeological team in the late 
1980s. The larger one is with a three sided apse and was dated in 
the 5 lh century. 

After the city was abandoned in 6 th century the bishopry center 
was moved not far to the south - in a church on the Tsarevets hill in 
Veliko Turnovo where it probably functioned until the end of 7 cen- 
tury. Some findings on the early Christian church nearby - in Lovech 
suggest that Christianity was the dominating religion even in the so- 
called 'pagan' period of the earlier Bulgarian state (681-866 AD). 



20. Hhkoiioahc aA HcTpyM 









HmconoAHc aA HcTpyM e cahh ot HaH-o6iuupHHTe h ctmeBpe- 
MeHHO Han-CAa6o npoyneHPi phmckh rpaAOue b E*bArapn5i. Toh ce 
HaMHpa Ha 17 km. ceBepHO ot Bcahko TbpHOBO. IpaAT>T 6ha no- 
CTpoeH npe3 II BeK, h3Ujiao cnopeA nAaHHpoBKaia Ha puMCKara 
rpaAoycTpoHCTBeHa cHCTeMa. 
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Ha ncHTpaAHH* nAomaA Ha HHKonoAHc e oTKpHTacrpaAac pa3- 

MCDH 15.25/ 16.60 M M B KOHTOCe e CT>6HpaA rpaACKHil CbBeT— T.Hap. 

oyAeBTepHOH. ripoyneHa e h qeHTpaAHaia rpa;«AaHCKa 6a3HAHKa, 

ICbACTO 6hAH B3HM3HH Ba>KHH CbA^HM pCUlCHKH H Ce CKAK)4BaAM 

riproBcxw CAeAKH. Ba3MAHKaTa e 6wAa nacT ot rpaACKHa c]?opyM, 
okoao kohto 6hah H3rpaAeHii npeACTaBHTeAHH crpaAH, 6oraTO yK- 
paceHW c MHOxecTBO apxMxeKTypHM eAeMeHTH. 

Eaho ot HaH-3a6eAe^CHTeAHMTe cbopT>;>KeHH.H Ha phmckhlh rpaA 

6HAO HerOBH>I KaMCHCH BOAOnpOBOA, KOHTO OCHryp^BaA 4HCTa 

BOAa ot noB€4e ot 20 km. 3anaAHO ot Hmkohoahc. 

Ha noAeTO Kpaw rpaAa ce cbcrojiAa eAHa ot bcahkhtc 6mtkm Ha 
ApeBHOcrra. Ilpe3 250 r. phmckwtt HMnepaxop A ex J H # pa36wA Ha- 
XAyBamHTe roTH, komto noHecAM orpoMHa 3ary6a ot 30 000 y6HTH 

BOHHK. 

A,Be paHHOXpHCTUHHCKH lJT>pKBM (IV- VI BCk) 6hAM OTKppITH B 

3anaAHOTO pa3iunpeHPie Ha rpaAa b Kpa^ Ha 80-Te toahhh Ha XX 
BeK ot 6i>Arapo-aHrAHHCKH apxeoAorHnecKH eKHn. EIo-roAJiMaTa 
ot ABere u'bpKBH, BepojiTHO enncKoncKa 6a3MAMKa, mm^to ancHAa 
6piAa TpucTeHHa, e AarapaHa om V BeK. 

Caca 3aAe3a Ha rpaAa npe3 VI BeK eimcKoncKiMT ueHTi>p 6 ha 
npeMecTeH He^aAe 1 * Ha ior - b eAHa ot KtcHoaHTHHHMTC L^pKBH Ha 
xiAMa LJapeBeij b AHeuiHa rpaA BeAHKO TbpHOBO. EmicKonHHTa 
c-bmecTByeaAa xaM noHe ao Kpa# Ha VII BeK, a h^koh otkphth* 
b 6ah3kmh pawoH Ha AoBen:, noKa3BaT, ne HeMaAKO xpucTRHHCKH 
qi>pKBii npoAi>A>KHAM CBoeTO CMijecTByBaHe h no BpeMe Ha I~h>p- 

BOTO 6'bArapCKO UapCTBO. Bl>3MO>KHO e xpHCTHHHCTBOTO A3 6 6HAO 

AOMHHnpama peAHniH h b mhcachh^ KaTO „e3H L iecKM K nepMOA Ha 
6i)ArapcKaTa At>p>KaBHocT, ot 681 ao 866 r. 

2 1 . Novae 

The Lace Antique Christian bishop complex in Novae (236 km. 
northeast of Sofia) is very well explored and presented by a Polish 
archaeological team. It features a big and a small church, bishop- 
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residence, baptistery and supply buildings on a massive 6 500 m2 
area. After the wars of che Roman Empire against its rebel federates 
outside Danube River in 376-382 AD the military bath were de- 
stroyed. On top of it some time in the first quarter of the 5 lh century 
the Christian complex started to rise. 

The main bishop church was discovered in 1976 in the western 
part of the city forum. It functioned in 5 ch -6 ch century as a three 
nave basilica with baptistery in its southern nave. The altar space 
had side rooms for holy rituals inventory and a giant marble ambo, 
constructed in Constantinople and brought by the special order of 
the Emperor. The most outer room - the narthex was wide and the 
yard in front of the church had a second baptistery. A small lime- 
stone reliquary was found in the western part of the baptistery, con- 
taining holy relics which are probably those of St. Simeon Stylite. 
Behind the church a small square martyrium preserved the remains 
of an early Christian martyr. 

With its dimensions of 40.60/24.30 m. the bishop church is one 
of the biggest early Christian monuments on the Lower Danube. 
Northeast of the church the scientists have uncovered the residence 
of the bishop. To the northwest is the smaller church and to south - 
some social and farm buildings. A small reliquary was found un- 
der the altar table of the smaller church. The Northwest part of the 
whole complex was for the vast yard. 

Another early Christian church (4 lh -6 ck century) was found 
outside the eastern gate of Novae, but presently it stays under the 
highway and another church with tomb in its apse, surrounded by 
. graveyard was found west of the city's wall. The last two of the No- 
vae's churches were found north of the city's forum. 

21. HoBe 

KbCHOaHTHHHHJnr XpMCTHHHCKM eilHCKOnCKH KOMnAeKC B puM- 

ckoto ceAHme HoBe Kpan AHemHHH rpaA Cbhluob (236 km. ceBe- 
pon3TOHHO ot Cocj)Hfl) e Ao6pe npoyneH m eKcnomtpaH OTnoACKa 
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apxeoAorHMecKa mhchlh. Tom ce cbCTOH ot roAHMa n MaAKa ij'bpKBa, 
eimcKoncKa pe3HAeHijH.H, 6anTHcrepHH H crpaAH 3a npOAOBOACT- 
bhji, vl 3aeMa BHyuiHTeAHaTa nAom ot 6500 m 2 . 

CaCA, BOHHHTe Ha PHMCKaTa HMTiepHA C 6yHTOBHHTe M CL103HM- 
UK, o6HTaBaAH 3CMHTC Ha CCBCp OT pCKa /XywaB, BOCHHHTe TepMH 

Ha HoBe 6hah pa3pyiueHH. I~Ipe3 m>pBaTa neTBT>pT Ha V bck Bi>pxy 
TexHirre pyiiHH sanoMHaAO M3rpa>KAaHeTO Ha xphcthahckh kom- 

ITACKC. 

EnMCKoncKaTa it^pKBa Ha HoBe 6nAa OTicpHTa b 3anaAHaTa nacT 
Ha <]popyMa Ha rpaAa npe3 1976 r. Ta (j>yHKUiiOHHpaAa npe3 V-VI 
BeK KaTO TpHKopa6Ha 6a3HAHKa c 6anTHCTepHH b ioxchhji Kopa6. 
OATapi>T Ha i^pKBaTa HMaA crpaHHHHH noMemeHH^ - npore3Hc h 

AAKOHHKOH H OrpOMCH MpaMOpCH aMBOH. 

Amboht>t 6 ha H3pa6oTeH b KoHCTaHHTHonoA H A<>HeceH B 
qi>pKBaTa no H3pHMHaxa 3anoBeA Ha caMHfl HMnepaTop. FIpHTBO- 
p"bT Ha u"bpKBaTa 6ha npocTopeH, a b hchhhji aipHH (abop) HMaAO 

H BTOpH 6anTHCTCpHH. 

B 3anaAHaTa nacT Ha 6anTHcrepHH Ha ABopa e OTKpMT MaAT>K pe- 

AHKBapHH OT BapOBHK. CBeTHTe MOIIJH, KOMTO peAHKBapHJIT CbXpa- 

HiiBaA, Haw-Bepo^THO npHHaAAOKaAH Ha Cb. Chmcoh Ct-lahhhk. 
3a a enncKoncKaTa m>pKBa, b npaBO'brbAeH MapTitpiiH ci>mo HHKora 

Ca AOKaAH OCTaHKH Ha paHHOXpHCTMHHCKM CBC111CHHK. 

EnMCKoncKH^T xpaM Ha HoBe 6ha 3a BpezvieTO ch eAHa ot HaH- 
BeAHnecTBeHHTe ui>pKBH no aoahoto TeneHiie Ha peKa ,Ay HaB c pa3- 

AlCpH 40.60/24.30 M. CcbepOM3TOMHO OT UbpKBaTa apxeoA03MTe 

otkphah h pe3HACHUH^Ta Ha MecxHH^ enHCicon, Ha ceBep03anaA e 
pa3noAO>KCHa CAHa no-MaAKa in>pKBa, a K»KHaTa 4acT Ha KOMHAeKca 
6wAa 3aeTa ot crpaAHTe 3a npoAOBOACTBHii. MaAKaTa utpKBa CTa- 

HaAa H3BeCTHa C BTOpH peAHKBapHH, OTKpHT noA HCHHaTa OATapHa 
ivtaca. KoMnAeKCbT 3aB-bpiuBaA c mnpoK A^op, ceBepo3anaAHO ot 
MaAKaTa u'hpKBa. 

/\pyra paHHOxpHCTHjmcKa ifLpKBa 6HAa oTKpHTa npeA h3tom- 
HaTa nopTa Ha rpaAa, ho Bi>pxy hca ahcc MMHasa ac^aATOBO uioce. 
Othobo h3bt>h rpaAa, to3m m>T 3aA 3anaAHaTa My creHa cmijo e 
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(J)yHKUHOHHpaA paHHOXpHCTMflHCKH XpaM, 3ao6HKOACH OT HCKpO- 

noA, b hh^to ancMAa e OTKpnTa rpo6Hni4a. ITocAeAHHTe A^e paH- 
HoxpncTH«HCKM irbpKBH Ha HoBe 6hah OTKpHTH cesepHO ot rpaA- 

CKHfl <j)QpVM. 

22. The Seven Altar Tables monastery 

The legend goes that a monastery was built by seven brothers 
who governed the surrounding lands deep in the heart of the mighty 
Balkan mountain (85 km. north of Sofia). The Balkan mountain 
which gave name of the whole Southeastern Europe was named 
Haemus by the Romans in the first centuries of our age. Presently 
on the maps of Bulgaria it is called Stara planina - the Old moun- 
tain, for the glorious mythological past that describes it as a home 
for nymphae, gods and national heroes through ages. 

Away from the legends the scientists give 1 l lh century as a most 
probable time for the building of the Seven Thrones monastery. The 
local church named after the birth of the Holy Mother of God was 
reconstructed in 1770 following the exact planning of the earlier 
medieval building. The church got its name from the icon that was 
brought here from the Holy mountain of Athos in 1 1 th century by 
the first priest hieromonk Gabriel. In 12 th century the temple was 
already highly decorated with many wall frescoes. After the re-es- 
tablishment of the church in 1774 hieromonk Ananii served here. 
He was famous with the fact that he sold his own property to raise 
money for the rebuilding of the monastery. 

The construction of the Seven Thrones monastery church puz- 
zles the scientists with its architectural plan. The church has sev- 
en different chapels of one body, each and every one with its own 
altar for worship. The patron -saints of the seven chapels are: the 
Macavean brothers, St. Stefan Protomartyr, the seven holy men 
that bring the Cyrillic alphabet to Bulgaria, the famous brothers 
and healers St. St. Kuzma and Damyan, St. Archangel Gabriel, and 
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Annunciation. It is believed that the earlier church in the fortress 
not far from monastery was also named after the Annunciation of 
the Holy Mother of God and maybe it was the reason for the estab- 
lishment of the monastery. The central altar and the whole complex 
were named after the Birth of the Holy Mother of God. 

22. MaHacTHp „CeAeMTc npecTOAa" 

AereHA^Ta pa3Ka3Ba, He MawacTHptT „CeACMTe npecTOAa" 6ha 
nocTpoeH ot ceAeM 6paTii, kohto ynpaBAiisaAH okoahmtc 3eMH Ha 
3anaA^a CTapa nAaHHHa (85 km. ceBepno ot Co<j>na). HaH-crapo- 
ro HM€ Ha Ciapa nAaHHHa Bepo^THO 6hao Em, ot KoeTO n>piiHTe % 
HapMnaAH Emoc, apHMAAHHTe — XeMvc. I~Ipe3 BeKOBeTe nAaHHHa- 
ra e 6nAa KxacHa rpaHHLja Ha Han-paHHaTa 6i>ArapcKa A^p^asa, no- 

KT>CHO CbpIJ,eBPIHa Ha BTOpOTO 6 P bArapCKO L^apCTBO, KaKTO m aom 3a 

xaiiAy™ h 6yHTOBHHLiH b roAHHHTe Ha qy>KAO Hro. 

MaHacTHp*bT „CeA eMTe npecTOAa" 6ha ocHOBaH b TpyAHOAO- 
cn>nH;iTa MecTHOCT cpeA BaAKaHa npe3 XI seK. npe3 1 770 r., Kora- 
to MaHacTPipcKaTa n'bpKBa „Po>KAecTBo Ha Cb. EoropoAHua" 6nAa 

B^3CTaHOBeHa, TOBa 6llAO CTOpeHO BT>pxy TOMHHTe OCTaHKPf Ha 

cpeAHOBCKOBHaTa k npcATena. MivieTO Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa u^pK- 
Ba npoH3Ae3AO ot eAHa 6oropOAMHHa HKOHa ot CBeTa ropa, kohto 
n-bpBHHT HryMCH Ha MaHacrapa, nepOMOHax raspaHA, AOHecbA TyK 
npe3 XI Ben. Eipe3 XII BeK xpaMT>T Bene 6ha 6oraTO yKpaceH ct>c 
CTeHonncH. 

Caca Bi>3CTaHos>iBaHeTO na Lj-bpKBaTa npe3 1774 r. TyK cAyacHA 
nepoMOHax AHaHHH. Cb^th^t 40BeK ocTaHaA b xopcKaTa naMeT c 
TOBa, Me npOAaA ucahh ch hmot, 3a Aa Bi>3CTaHOBH MaHacnipCKHa 

KOMnAeKC 

U,-bpKBaTa Ha MaHacrap „CeACMTe npecTOAa" 03aAanaBa cne- 
UHaAMCTHTe ci>c cboht a6coAK)THO yHHKaAeH apxHTeKTypeH nAaH. 
HT>pKBaTa wwa ceAeM pa3AH4Hn napaKAMca b CAHa crpaAa, Kara Bce- 

KH eAMH OT T#X e C 0(J)OpMCHO 3a CAy«6a OATapHO npOCTpaHCTBO. 

CeAeMTc napaKAMca ca Kpi>cTeHH Ha pa3AHHHM cBeTUH-noicpoBHTC- 
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ah: 6pa"nrra MaicaBCH, n'bpBOMi.MeHHK Orec^aH, Cb. CeAMOHHCAe- 
HHitH, 6paT^Ta AeHHTeAH Cb, Cb. Ko3Ma m A aM -* H > Cb. ApxameA 
TaspaHA h BAaroBemeHHe. 

CnopeA npcAaHMCTO b 6AH3KaTa KpenocT HaA MaHacTHpa e cb- 
mecTByBaAa ijbpKBa npcAH XI BeK, kohto ci>mo c 6nAa nocBCTCHa 
Ha BAaroBemeHHe, h kojito e 6nAa npHHHHa 3a nocrpoflBaHeTO Ha 
MaHacTMpa KaTO caho npoABA^KCHMe Ha xpHCTH^HCKaTa TpaAHijHii 
b paHOHa. 

IJeHTpaAHM^T OATap Ha CbBpeMCHHaTa LlT>pKBa, KaKTO H LjeARHT 

MaHacTMpcKM KOMnACKC, kohto e caho npeKpacHO mhcto 3a otamx, 
hocrt MMeTO „Po>KAecTBO Ha Cb. EoropOAHua". 

23. Cherepish monastery 

The Cherepish monastery stands beside the calm waters of the 
Iskar river, 80 km. north of Sofia. After its establishment during the 
Second Bulgarian Kingdom it was reconstructed by St. Pimen of 
Sofia in the late 16 th century. Some of the most precious medieval 
books of the monastery's manuscript workshop are the Cherepish 
Gospel from the early I6 zh century, monk Daniels Gospel and Ja- 
cobs Apostle. In 1797 one of the greatest personalities of the Bul- 
garian Revival period - St. Sophronii Vrachanski worked in the 
monastery. Revolutionary leaders and national heroes took shel- 
ter here in 1872-1876. After serious improvements in 2006 the 
Cherepish monastery now assures all necessities to accommodate 
about 30 tourists. The official feast day of" the monastery is 1 5 th Au- 
gust. 

23. HepenmiiKHJi MaHacrap 

e pa3noAO)KeH Kpan cnoicoHHHTe boah Ha peica HcK^p, 80 km. 
ceBepHO ot Cocj>H*. MaHacTHptT e ocnoBaH npe3 XIV BeK h pe- 
KOHcrpywpaH b Kpa# Ha XVI BeK ot Cb. ElHMeH 3orpa<j>cKH (Co- 
<|)hhckh). 
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CpeA HaH-ueHHMTe npoH3BeAeHHii Ha MaHacrapcicaTa khh>kob- 
hz pa6oraAHKua ca nHeptnmiiKOTo eBaHreAiie" ot Ha^aAOTO Ha 
XVI BeK, „EBaHreAne Ha MOHax A aHaHA " m „AnocTOAi>T HaihcoB". 

ripes 1797 r. b HepenHiiiKHJi MaHacrap pa6oTHA camh ot Hapi- 
BH/\HHTe ^cvmu Ha 6tArapCKOTO B-b3pa>KAaHe - Cb. Co^poHHH 
BpanaHCKM. EopijH 3a HanHOHaAHO ocBo6o>KAeHHe HaMepwAH y6e- 
>KHme b MaHacmpa npe3 1872-1876 r. 

Cacaochobch peMOHT npe3 2006 r., AHec MaHacTMp-bT npeAAara 
yAo6Ha 6a3a 3a cahobpcmchch noACAOH Ha 30 TypHCTH. MaHacrap- 
ckh^t npa3HHK ce MecTBa BCHKa roAHHa Ha 1 5 aBrycr, 

24. Glozhene monastery 

Glozhene monastery was established in 13 th century by the 
Ukraine duke Georgii Glozh with permission of the Bulgarian 
King Ivan Asen II. It was named after St. George the Victorious 
whose miraculous icon Glozh brought with himself. According to 
the legend the icon vanished for a time and the monastery was re- 
built on the exact place of its reappearing in the late 14 th century. 
Some locals even tell stories of how the two buildings — the original 
monastery and the new one (89 km. east of Sofia) were connected 
by secret underground tunnel. The same tunnel was used by the na- 
tional hero Vasil Levski. It was here at the Glozhene Monastery that 
the famous writer of the Revival period Vasil Drumev was exiled. 
Drumev later became prime minister of Bulgaria. His cell is now a 
small museum containing personal belongings of the writer. 

The feast day of the Glojene monastery is 5 th May. 






24. TAo>KeHCKHfl MaHacrup 

TAOHceHCKH>iT MaHacTHp 6ha ocHOBaH npe3 XIII BeK ot yKpaHH- 
cKHfl khm3 IeoprHH Iaohc c 6AarocAOBKHTa Ha uap MBaH AceH II. 
MaHacTHpT>T 6wa HapeneH Ha HMeTO Ha Cb. leopra, 3apaAH nyAO- 
TBopHara HKOHa Ha cBeTeua, kojhto yKpaHHCKHjn* krh3 aohccba etc 
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ce6e ch. CnopeA eAHa AereHAa, b xpa.H Ha XIV BeK HKOHaTa H3 i ie3- 
HaAa 3a KpaTKO m Ha mhctoto, k^a^to t% ce noflBMAa MaHacrap-bT 
6ha HaHOBO H3AHrHaT. CpeA mccthoto HaceAeHHe ce roBopHAO 3a 
TaHHH TyHeAH noA 3eM$rra, npe3 kohto 6hah CBip3aHH abgtc no- 
CTpoMKH Ha MaHacTMpa - cTapaTa h HOBaTa (89 km. h3tomho ot Co- 
d)n.a). Ci>mH«T TyHeA 6ha n3noA3BaH h ot AnocTOAa Ha CBo6oAaTa 
BacHA AeBCKH (1837-1873 r.). 

B rAO^ceHCKiiH MaHacTHp 6ha 3aToneH roAeMH^T 6i>ArapcKH nH- 
caTeA m ApaMaTypr ot enoxaTa Ha Bi>3pa>KAaHeT0 BacHA Apy^eB 
(ok. 1840-1901 r.). ApyMeB no-KT>CHo cTaHaA MHHHcnbp-npeAce- 
AaTeA Ha B"bArapMfl. CTaflTa, kohto toh o6HTaBaA b MaHacTHpa e 
npeB-bpHaTa b MaAbK My3efi c ahhhm Bemu Ha nucaTeAJi. 

0<j>HUHaAHHflT npa3HHK Ha rAOHteHCKHH MaHacTHp CC MeCTBa 
BC^Ka roAHH a na 5 Man. 

25- Architectural and ethnographic complex Etar 

The unique ethno-complex Etar exists since 1964 and is situated 
only 5 km. south of the city of Gabrovo. It is the best place for a 
symbolic travel back in time and getting acquainted with the daily 
living in the past. 

The main purpose of developing such a complex was to bring 
the visitor as close as possible to the ancient arts and crafts and to 
stimulate their interest, thus making it possible for the knowledge 
of the past to be properly preserved. 

In the Etara (as the locals name it), the visitor can participate in 
ancient crafts and even make their own artefact on the potter s wheel. 
Live performances are made here of traditional Bulgarian rituals and 
celebrations like wedding ceremonies and prayer for rain etc. 

There are 50 sites in the complex — from workshops to water 
powered features. All of the equipment consists of original tech- 
nologies which were used in the region during the time of Bulgaria's 
national revival in the second half of 18 th and all of the 19 [h century. 
More than 26 crafts were developed in that time with production 
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well-known in entire Europe. Gabrovo became the city where the 
first Bulgarian school for modern science opened its doors in 1 835. 
The complex has its own modern hotel and with several short 
walks for a day one can also visit the Sokolski monastery (3 km.); 
the historical park Bozhenci (8 km.) and the beautiful traditional 
town of Tryavna (20 km.). 

25. ApxirreKTypeH h eTHorpa<J>CKH komilvckc „ETT>pa" 

ETHorpa(j)CKHflT KOMriAeKC „Erbpa" ^yHKLjHOHupa ot 1964 r. Ha- 
caM. Toh e HaM-Ao6poTO nlhcto 3a 3ano3HaBaHe ot6ah30 c 6prra n 
noMUH-bKa na B-bspo^ACHcxa EtArapna. 

OcHOBHaTa w.&cx npw M3rpa^<A aHeTO H % KOMriAeicca 6nAa A a c ^ 
CTHMyAHpa HHTepeca Ha TypHCTHTe icbM KyATypHOTO HacAeACTBo 

Hpe3 rip>IKO yMaCTHe B CTapMHHH 3aH#THHHCKH A^Aa. Flo T03H Ha- 

hhh ce nocTHra no-roAJiMa cbnpunacTHOCT kt>m npaBHAHOTO ctx- 
paHeHiie Ha MaTepwaAHOTO KyATypHO HacAeACTBo h TpaAwu^OHHa- 
Ta KyATypa Ha IrbArapufl. H Koexo e MO>Ke 611 Haw-cbmecTBeHO - 
no^BflBa ce ^ceAaHwe 3a ono3HasaHe m cbnpHHacTHOcr kt>m AyxoB- 
HaTa rpaAHUHH h CBeToycemaHe Ha npeAUHTe, KoeTo rapaHTHpa 
oueA^BaHe Ha HapoA h A^p^^sa npe3 BexoBeTe. 

Ibcrprre Ha „ETT>pa" MoraT Aa ynacTBaT b H3pa6oTBaHeTO Ha pa3- 
ahhhh H3a,cam^ Ha 6ht3., Kaxo HanpHMep ci>A OBe Ha opwrHHaAHo 
rpiiHMapcKO KOAeAO, Aa daHaT 4acT ot aBTeHTHMHH ApeBHH pHTya- 
ah KaTo TpaAHUHOHHaTa 6i>ArapcKa CBaT6a, pa3AHMHH pHTyaAH 3a 
A1>>ka H rip. 

B KOMnAeKca e BT>3craHOBeH cbB r bpnieHO o6AHKa Ha 50 o6eKTa - 

OT 3ana>3TMHHCKH pa6oTHAHHHIJH A° CbOpTWKCHUH, 3aABH>KBaHH C 

noMomTa HaTenama boa^. I^cahjit HaAHHeH HHBeHTap e m3Kak>hh- 
TeAHO b paMKMTe m CTHAa Ha enoxaTa ot cpeA^Ta Ha XVIII h XIX 
BeK. EIo oHOsa BpeMe b pawoHa 6hah npaKTMKyBaHH 26 3aHa^Ta, 
hh-Hto npOAyKi;H>i HaMwpaAa na3ap Ha rtpaoimaTa b u,^Aa EBpona. 
Bah3khjtt rpaA Fa6poBO e mhctoto, k^acto npe3 1835 r. e ot- 
KpHTO m>pBOTo 6i>ArapcKO CBeTCKO y^HAHme. 
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YkpiKaAHM^T eTHorpacj>CKH KOMnAeKC „ETbpa u cc HaMHpa Ha 5 

KM. K)>KHO OT Ta6pOB0 5 B HACaACH paHOH 3a KyATypeH TypH3tM — 

Cokoaobckrht MaHacTHp e caMo Ha 3 km. ot „Erbpa", HCTOpHMe- 
ckhht napx „Eo>KeHi_in a - Ha 5, a rpaA Tp^BHa c HeroBaTa TpaAH- 
u,MOHHa apxMTeKTypa otctom Ha 20 km. 

Western Bulgaria 
3anaAHa BijArapiia 









26. Rila monastery 






The monastery is located 119 km. south of Sofia. It stands at 
1 147 m. altitude deep in the heart of the Rila mountain. The area 
of the entire complex is 8800 ml. The walls of the building with the 
form of a pentacle are 24 m. high. They surround the inside perim- 
eter with the most ancient part of the monastery - the tower of the 
local governor protosevast Hrelyo built in 1334-1335 AD and the 
small church attached to it from 1343 AD. 

The main church of the monastery The Birth of the Holy 
Mother of God was designed by the architect Peter Ivanovich in 
1 834- 1 837. It has five domes, three altars and two side chapels. The 
decoration which was finished in 1846 features the work of many 
painters but only the famous Zachary Zograph left his signature on 
the walls. 

Many valuable icons created between I4 cl1 and 19 ch century now 
are in possession of the monastery. The most venerated of all is the 
icon of Holy Mother of God - Odigitria, endowed by the sister of 
King Ivan Shishman (1371-1395), which contains Holy relics of 
32 saints (!). 

The monastery library contains about 250 books from ll lh - 
19 th century and the total of more than 9000 old prints. Thirty five 
thousand artifacts are stored in the Museum including one of the 
most precious relics of Bulgarian medieval art - The Cross of Raph- 
ael. The wooden cross was made by the local monk Raphael from 
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single pare of wood 0.81/0.43 m. and features 104 religious scenes 
and 650 small human figures. It took the monk twelve years until in 
1802 he finished his blessed work which damaged his sight forever. 

The Rila monastery was established in 930's by the famous her- 
mit St. Ivan Rilski (St. John of Rila, 876-946) as a place for ascetic 
life and prayers in the Rila mountain. St. Ivan Rilski with his spir- 
itually elevated life and work became a symbol of faith and iden- 
tity fox the people of medieval Bulgaria. When the Second Bulgar- 
ian kingdom was established part of his relics were taken from the 
monastery and placed in the new capital of Turnovo. 

During the 14 th century with help by the local ruler protosevast 
Hrelyo Dragovol the monastery took shape of a real stronghold. 
The only remain of the magnificent architectural ensemble of that 
time is the Tower of Hrelyo. In its upper part a small chapel is pre- 
served with original paintings. 

Many Bulgarian kings send their precious gifts for the monas- 
tery. The list with gifts by king Shishman (1371-1395) is still held 
in the Museum. During his kingship at the head of the Bulgarian 
church was patriarch Evtimii who wrote a hagiography of St. Ivan 
Rilski, also possession of the monastery. 

The Rila monastery was seriously damaged during the Ottoman 
occupation and in two conflagrations in 1778 and 1833 after which 
it was reconstructed by master Alexy. 

Since 1983 the monument is apart of UNESCO's World Herit- 
age list. 

26. Phackhat MaHacTiip 

MaHacTHp-bx e nocTpoeH Ha 1 147 m. HaAMOpCKa BHCOHMHa, 
AT>a6oko b cbpijeTO Ha pHAa nAaHHHa (119 km. k);kho ot Co<J)Hfl). 
FlAOinTa Ha u,eAH.» MaHacrapcKH KOMnAeKc e 8800 m 2 . CremiTe Ha 

o6HTeATa, KOHTO o6pa3VBaT 3aTBOpeH neTO-brbAHUK, Ca C BHCOHHHa 

24 m. CpeA tax ca pasnoAOMcemi MaHacTHpciOLa xpaM h Haw-ApeB- 
Hara 3ana3eHa crpaAa b ManacxHpa - XpeAOBaTa KVAa. KyAaTa, koa- 
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to hocm HMeTO Ha MecTHH« ynpaBHTeA, npoToceBacT XpeAbo, 6nAa 
nocrpoeHa npe3 1334—1335 r* MaAKaxa u'bpKBa Kpaw KyAaTa 6nAa 
Ao6aBCHa npe3 1343 r. 

OcHOBHaTa MaHacTwpcKa ui>pKBa „Po>KAecTBO EoropoAHHHo" c 
H3rpaACHa npc3 1 834- 1 837 r. no npoeicr Ha apxwTCKT nen>p MBa- 
hobhh. CrpaAaTa ce cbctoh ot Tpn OATapa, o6niHpeH Haoc h A^a 
CTpaHMHHH JiapaKAMca, a noKpMBi>T m e neTKynoAeH. 

CTeHonHcnre Ha Lj-bpKBaTa, 3aB"bpiiieHH k^m 1 846 r., ca a^ao Ha 
hhkoako MaHCTopw, KaTO eAHHCTBeHMii ot Tax, kohto noAnncaA 
TBop6piTe cm 6ha npoHyTws 3axapn 3orpa((). 

B MaHacTHpa cc na3*T mhoto 6e3ijeHHH hkohh ot nepnoAa 
XIV-XIX Bex. HaH-H3BecTHaTa h no^HTaHa cpeA rax € HKOHaxa 
Cb. BoropoAHLta - Oahthtphji, Aapena Ha MaHacTHpa ot cecTpa- 
Ta Ha ijap HsaH UlHLUMaH (1371-1395)- B HKOHaTa ca BrpaACHH 
moihh Ha TpiiA^ccT w ABaMa CBeTUH, kocto m npHA^Ba HyAOAewHO 

Bi>3AeHCTBHe Bi>pxy BitpBaLUMTC. 

BH6APiOTeKaTa Ha Phackha MaHacTHp pa3noAara c Ha^ 9000 
3arAaBH^, KaTo 250 ot khwtmtc ca ot nepHOAa XI-XIX bck. Tpw- 
Aecex h neT xma^ah eKcnoHaTa ca npHTe^caHHe Ha My3e# Ha MaHa- 
cTHpa, a MejKAy rax e h Pacj>aHAOBH#T Kpi>CT - HaH-H3HmHH.« npo- 

AyKT Ha CpeAHOBeKOBHOTO A^>pBOpe36apCKO H3KyCTBO. KpT>CT'bT, 

AeAO Ha pMACKwa MOHax Pa^aHA, e H3pa6oieH ot eAWH-eAHHCTBCH 
kt>c A'tpBO c pa3Mepw 0.81/0.43 cm. B Hero MaHCTopvr e H3A*AaA 
104 pcAHrH03HH cuchm h 650 MHHHaTiopHH «iOBeuiKH <j>Mrypw. 
AsaHaAeccT toahhh OTHeAa H3pa6oTKaTa Ha to3m rucAbOB'bp, ho 
KoraTo toh 6ha totob npe3 1802 r. 3peHneTO Ha Momxa 6hao yB- 

peAeHO 3aBHHarH. 

Phackhht MaHacTiip e ocHOBaH npe3 30-Te tqahhh Ha X bck ot 
H3BecTHM^ 6irapcKM MOHax-oTiueAHHK Cb. HsaH Phackh (876- 
946 r.) Ha mxctoto hz cTapa nocTHima b nAaHHHaia. ^Khbotw h 

AeAOTO Ha Cb. MBaH PhACKH 6HAH H3KAK)HHTeAeH AyXOBCH nOABHT, 

nopaAH KoeTo hmcto Ha CBeTeua ce npeBT>pHaAO b chmboa Ha 6t>a- 
rapCKaTa hachthmhoct npe3 CpeAHOBeKOBHCTO. Kotito 6hao oc- 
HOBaHO Btopoto 6:bArapcKO uapcTBO nacr ot MomnTC Ha Cb. MBaH 
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Pjiackh 6hah nepeMOHPiaAHO npeHeceHH KaTO 6AarocAOBiifl m cto- 
Kep 3a HOBaTa cTOAwua Tbphobo- 

FIpe3 XIV BeK MaHacTHpvr 6ha npeB*bpHaT b HCTMHCica KpenocT 
c meApaTa noAKpena Ha mccthhm ynpaBHTeA npoToceBacrXpeAbO* 
Eahhc7B€hmjit ou,qajia naMeTHHK ot Toea BpeMe e XpeAbOBaTa 

KyAa, B 4HHTO napaKAMC CaCbXpaHeHH CTeHOnMCH C H3KAEOHHTeAHa 
CTOMHOCT. 

MHoro 6i.ArapcKH uape npaBHAH 6oraTH A a p eHM * 3a MaHacrH- 
pa. A^pCTBeHaTa rpaMOTa Ha uap LUiimiviaH (1371-1395) cc na3H 
b My3eji. npH HeroBOTO uapyBaHe HaneAO Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa npaBO- 
CAaBHa tn>pKBa 6ha riaTpnapx Ebthmhh, kohto HanncaA >khthc Ha 
Cb. MBaH Phackh, ci>mo npHTe^caHMe HaMecTHiw My3eH. 

Phackh^t MaHacTup c npe>KHBflA toa^hhtc Ha ynaA"bK nppi Typ- 
ckoto po6cTBO Ha EtArapufl, KaKTo h ABxra. no^capa ot 1778 h 
1 833 T-, CACA KOHTO 6HA Bl>3CTaHOBeH nOA p'bKOBOACTBOTO Ha MaH- 
CTOp AjVeKCH. 

Ot 1983 r. MaHacrapTyr e MacT ot cnHCbica Ha KDHECKO 3a cBe- 

TOBHO XyATypHO HaCAeACTBO. 

27. Early Christian churches of Sandanski 

The famous health resort Sandanski is located 164 1cm. south of 
Sofia. The city was inhabited already in the 2 nd millennia BC and was 
known as Dezudava in Roman times. The Slavs named it St. Vrach 
for its mineral waters and in 1947 it was renamed to Sandanski. The 
most remarkable archaeological findings in Sandanski are six church- 
es from the period ot Late Antiquity (4 lh -6 ch century). Sandanski 
owns the splendor of its early Christian heritage due to the fact that 
it was near the first European Christian societies in Philippi, Thessa- 
loniki and Nicopolis ad Nestum formed by St. Apostle Paul. 

The Episcopal church of the ancient town was found on its cen- 
tral square in 1989. The church was built in 4 th century and a huge 
baptistery was attached to its southwest corner. The baptistery is 
with octagonal shape and eight columns, which once supported 
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its roof. Some of the first Christians in Europe were baptized here. 
Many wall paintings, marble figures of the Apostles and colored 
mosaics were found during the excavations. 

The so-called Church of bishop John (5^-6^ century), is exposed 
on the ground floor level of the Museum of Archaeology in Sandan- 
ski. Its facade had colonnade with five columns and on the mosaic 
floor of its narthex was found a short inscription in greek from 6 :h 
century. The eight lines of the inscription tell the story of the building 
of the magnificent church ordered by the wise bishop John. 

Not far south of bishop John's church was found the episcopal 
residence with smaller church from 4 :h century. Three other early 
Christian churches were also found in Sandanski. 

27. PaHHOXpHCTTLHHCKIITe I^pKBH B CaH,A,aHCKH 

MaBecTHH^T KypopieH LieHTbp CaHAaHCKH e pa3noAO>KeH Ha 

164 km. k»kho ot Co^M. Tpa/vbT 6ha 3aceAeH ome npe3 II XHAJI- 
AOAeTHe np. Xp. h bt>b BpeMeHaTa Ha PHMCKivra HMiiepHii hocka 
hmcto A e 3yAaBa. Ot CpeAHOBeKOBMCTO ao 1947 r. KMero Ha rpaAa 

6MA0 CseTH BpaH, BepOHTHO 3apaAW MHO)KeCTBOTO MHHepaAHH H3- 

Bopn b Hero. 

HaH-3a6eAe>KHTeAHHTe apxeoAorHHecKM naMeTHHqw Ha CaH- 
AaHCKH ca HiecTTe ui>pKBH ot nepnoAa Ha KbCHaTa aHTWHHocT (IV- 
VI bck), OTKpHTH ao cera. 

BoraTOTo paHHOxpwcTH^HCKO HacAeACTBO Ha rpaAa ce a^ajkh 
Ha HeroBaTa 6aii30ct ao ntpBHTe xpncTHiiHCKH qeHTpoBe na eBpo- 
neHCKHii KOHTHHeHT - Ohamhh, CoAyH (FbpijH*) H Hkkoooamc aA 
HecTyM (Kpan Ibi^e A^AneB), b komto npe3 BTopaTa noAOBHHa Ha I 
Bex nponoBiiABaA caMHAT Cb. anocTOA IlaBeA. 

I~Ipe3 IV BeK Ha qeHTpaAHHfl riAonjaA b rpaAa 6ha£ nocTpoe- 
Ha BHyuiMTeAHa TpwKopa6Ha 6a3M.\MKa c HiHpoK aTpuft (abop) h 
6anTHCTepiiH ot ioro3anaA. ToBa bHAa eriHCKoncicaTa utpKBa Ha 
KtcHoaHTHHHH* rpaA, OTKpMTa ot apxeoA03HTe npe3 1989 r. Ban- 

THCTepHHT Ha LTbpKBaTa e C OCMO"bri)AHa <J)opMa h oceM KOAOHH, 
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kohto noAAT>p>KaAH CBOAa. B Hero ca Kp^CTeHH HJIKOH ot n-bpBH- 

Te XpHCTH^HH B EBDOna. EIo BpCMe Ha pa3KOIlKMTe Ca OTKpHTH 
liBeTHH CTeHOnMCM M M03aMKH, KaKTO H MpaMopHM <J)MrypIi Ha 

anocTOAH. 

L4 r i>pKBaTa Ha enHcxon MoaH (V-VI bck) e nacTHHHO eKcnoHH- 
paHa b jipH3eMHHX CTaac Ha ApxeoAorwHecKHH My3ew b CaHAaHCKH. 
OacaA^Ta Ha ui>pKBaTa 6nAa yKpaceHa c BHyinnTeAHa KOAOHaAa ot 
ner koaohh. B npHTBopa Ha i^picsaTa e OTKpMT HaAnwc Ha rpi>i;- 
kh ot VI bck, kohto pa3Ka3Ba 3a nocTpoiiBaHeTO Ha „npeKpacHaTa 
u.'bpKBaoT Mi>ApKfl enHCKon Moan". 

HeAaAen iodkho ot LJ'bpKBaTa Ha enwcicon MoaH c OTKpma enwc- 
KoncKa pe3H/\eHLi l H^ c MaAKa Lj-bpicBa ot IV bck. B CaHA^HCKH ca 

OTKpHTH OIIIC TpH paHHOXptlCTMJIHCKH IJipKBH. 

28. Zemen monastery 

One of the most beautiful examples of European medieval art and 
architecture is the church St. John the Theologian near Zemen. Ze- 
men is located in the valley of river Struma, 75 km. southwest of Sofia. 

The church was built in 11 th century and it has square plan with 
round dome on the top. It was richly decorated in 1354 under the de- 
mand of the local governor despot Deyan. The portraits of Deyan and 
his wife Doya are among the most vivid images on the church walls. 

The earlier layer of paintings, from the second half of 1 1 th cen- 
tury when the church was built, is still visible in the altars side 

rooms - the prothesis and the diaconicon. Between the scenes de- 
picted here was The Denial of St. Joachim and St. Annas gifts and 
St. Constantine the Great with his mother St. Elena. 

The second layer from 1354 is most well preserved in the whole 
building. It features four horizontal levels of paintings, one above 
the other, according to the canon for vertical painting of the in- 
ner church's body. The highest level presents the church's feasts 
connected with key events in the life of Jesus Christ. The second 
one includes scenes from The Passion of the Christ to His Resur- 
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rection. As levels come near the church floor rhey get more and 
more "earthly" and so the third level consists of images of saints and 
martyrs as mediators between God and His Son and humans. The 
lowest fourth level presents warrior-saints, ascetic monks, Fathers 
of the Church and the Apostles. Here are the two Bulgarian saints 
St. Ivan Rilski and St. Joachim Sarandopolski. 

Different parts of the temple were also painted with scenes ac- 
cording to their liturgical function. On the roof of the dome is 
Christ, Ruler of All with angels and prophets. The four evangelists 
are placed on the four pendentives. Between them is St. Ubrus - the 
Holy Mandylion or the image of our Lord Jesus Christ not made by 
human hands. In the vault arches stand Christ Emmanuil, Christ 
the Ancient of Days and Old Testament prophets. 

In the altar space are the Holy Mother of God with Christ as 
a child, Melismos, Fathers of the Church - St. Clement of Rome 
and Hieromartyr Anthimus, Bishop of Nicomedia and the three 
liturgists - Basil the Great, Gregory of Nazianzus and John Chrys- 
ostom, whom the Eastern Orthodox Church and Eastern Catholic 
Churches have given the title of Great Hierarch. 

In the prothesis' conch is the Deisis - Christ with His Holy 
Mother and St. John the Baptist and the rest of the church images 
aren't so clear. 



28. 3eMeHCKii» MaHacTHp 






Eamh ot HaM-KpacHBMTe eBponencKM cpcAHOBeKOBHM xpaMOBe 
c opHTHHaAHO H3KycTBO e ij^pKBaTa „Cb. MoaH BorocAOB" Kpati 
3eMeH. 3eMeH e pa3noAO>KCH b aoak HaTa Ha pexa CipyMa Ha 75 km. 
K)ro3anaAHO ot Co^kia. 

U;bpKBaTa e nocrpoeHa npe3 XI BeK KaTO crpaAa c noHTH KBa- 
ApaTHa ocHOBa h KynoA. Tn 6nAa 3orpa<j>ncaHa npe3 1 354 r. no Ha- 
pe»A aHe Ha o6AacTHHii <J>eoAaA - A^cnoT /i.eMH. H3o6pa>KCHM^Ta 
Ha A e # H M HeroBaTa cwipyra Ao# h ao Ahcc ca cpeA HiH-KpacHBHTe 
CTeHonwcn b ui>pKBaTa. 
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Pa.HHH.HT CAOH OT CTCHOnHCH Ha IJ'bpKBaTay Cb3AM^HK npii HCH- 

hoto rocTpo^BaHe npe3 BTOpaxa noAOBHHa Ha XI bck, e Bee ome 
bhahm b AB^Te cTpaHMHHH noMemeHHi* Ha OATapa. TyK ca H3nn- 
caHH o6pa3Hre Ha Cb. Cb. KoHCTaHTHH h EAeHa, Kaicro h cueHaTa 
OiKa3BaHe Ha AapoBeTe Ha Cb. Cb. MoaivMM h AHHa, 

BTopttHT caoh CTCHonHCH ot 1354 r. e no-Ao6pe 3ana3eH b u,^Aa- 

TaU^pivBa. B HdO CajlCHOpa3AHHHMH OTAeAHHTe HHBaOTCTCHOnH- 

ch, noApeAeHH xoppnoHTaAHO eAHO HaA Apyro, KaKTO noBeA^Ba ica- 
hoh*lt 3a 3orpa4>HCBaHe Ha npaBocAaBHMTc xpaMOBe. Hafi-ropHH^T 

peA M3o6pa^KeHHM npeACTaBJI Lp^pKOBHti Iipa3HHIJM, CB"bp3aHH CbC 
Cb6HTIiH OT ^CHBOTa Ha McyC XpHCTOC. BTOpilHT pCA BKAIOHBa MO- 

MeHTPi ot CTpacTHTe XpncTOBH ao HeroBOTO B'bSKpeccHHe. Cah- 
3aHKH HaAOAy kt>m ocHoeaTa Ha ujtpKBaTa peAOBeTe ot creHonHCH 
BKAiOMBaT Bee noBene HOBeuiKH eAeMeHT. HaTperaji ca H3o6pa3eHH 
xpHCTiwHCKH CBemH h mtjHchhuh KaTO nocpeAHiiun mokav Bora 
u HeroBRH Chh, h MOBCu;HTe- McTB"bpTH^T peA npeACTas* o6pa3H- 
Te Ha BOHHM-CBeTUH, MOHacM-OTiueAHHijH, Otuh Ha IJ["bpKBaTa H 
anocTOAH. TyK npuctCTBaT A B ^Ma 6-bArapcKH cbctljh - Cb. HnaH 
Pmackh h Cb. MoaKHM CapaHAonoACKH. 

Pa3,\HHHHTe OTAeAeHHfl hu xparvia cwno ca CTeHonncaHH cnopcA 
THXHaia AHTyprHHHa <J>yHKHHH. Ha TaBaHa noA KynoAa e Xpwcroc 
JTIaHTOKpaTop, o6kpt>^cch ot aHrcAH H npopoitfi. HeTHpHTe naHAa- 
THBa, noAAi>p>KamM cBOAa Ha KynoAa, ca m^ctoto 3a eBaHreAHCTHTe, 
a Me^Ay tax e Cb. Y6pyc - Hepi>KOTBopHH^ o6pa3 Ha XpucToc. B 

H3BMBKHTC Ha apKHTC Ca pa3nOAO^KCHH XpHCTOC EMaHyHA, XpHC- 
TOC OrapHHT no ahh h CTapo3aBeTHH npopouH. 

B OATapHOTO npocTpaHCTBO Ha u-bpKBaTa ca H3o6pa3eHii Cb. 
BoropoAHLia c MAaAeHeija, MeAH3MOC, Otijhtc Ha LVbpKBaTa - Cb. 
Kahmcht Phmckm m Ahthm Hhkomcahmckh, h TpHMaxa AMTypra- 
14H - Cb. BacHAHH Bcahkh, Cb. rpHropnw Ha3naHCKM m Cb. HoaH 
3AaToycT. B KOHxaTa Ha noMemeHHeio baabo ot OATapa, T.Hap. 
npoTe3nc, e cijeHaTa A e "CHc - Xpncxoc c BoropoAnu,a h MoaH 
Kp^cTHTeA. OdaHaAHTe deHonHCH b u>pKBaia ca no-TpyAHH 3a 
pa3no3HaBaHe. 



-71- 



29. St. Archangel Michael 

Monastery near Trun The St. Archangel Michael monastery is 
located a mile north of Trun city and 75 km. west of Sofia. It was 
built in 13 c century and during the 14 century it gave shelter to 
seventy monks. The monastery church was built and decorated 
with wall paintings in 16 1 ' 1 century. There are still visible two layers 
of paintings including the wonderful frescoes of Holy Mother of 
God with Jesus, Annunciation, St. Gregory and other saints in the 
altar space. 

Since the first decade of 21st century the local bishop and villag- 
ers make efforts to re-establish the monastery. 

29. Tpi»HCKH MaHacnip „Cb. ApxaHreA MnxaH/\" 

TfTbHCKMilT MaHaCTMp C pa3nOAO>KCH B KpaCMBOTO >KApCAO Ha 

pei<a EpMa, Ha 2 km. ceBepHO ot rpaA Tpi>H h Ha 75 km. 3anaAHO 
ot Cocjppm. MaHacTnp"bT c ocHOBaH npc3 XIII BeK, a npe3 XIV bck 
Be^ie e 6ha o6HTaBaH ot ceAeMAeceT MOHacn. MaHacrupcKaTa i4i>pK- 
Ba e nocTpocHa m 3orpa<j)HcaHa npe3 XVI bck, KaTO ABa caoji cxe- 
HonHCH ca see ome bhahmh. CpeA tax ce OTKpo^BaT o6pa3HTe Ha 
BoropoAHua c Hcyc, Cb. FpHropMH m MHoro Apyn-i cbctijm, KaKTO 
h cqcHaTa BAaroBcmcHHe, 3ana3eHH npCAHMHO b OATapHaTa nacx 
Ha m>pKBaTa. 

npe3 n"bpBOTo A^ccTHAerHe Ha XXI Bex mccthkht CBemeHHK, 
c noAKpenaTa Ha kmctctbo Tp-bH, 3anonHa HHMijiiaTHBa no Bi>3CTa- 
HOB>iBaHe Ha MaHacTKpa. 

30. St. Peter church near Berende 






Another medieval church with precious paintings condemned 
by modern society and cultural institutions to oblivion is St. Peter, 
near Berende village (43 km. west of Sofia). It is situated some 500 
meters west of the village in the beautiful Nishava river valley. TTie 
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church is very small - 5.50/4.50 m. That space though was sufficient 
enough for the unknown painter to perform his magnificent talent. 
It happened during the reign of the great Bulgarian King Ivan Alex- 
ander ( 1331 — 1371) who was called "the new Alexander the Great" 
for his war victories against Byzantium and the Turks and "the new 
Constantine the Great' 1 for his struggle against heresies and great 
support for the Orthodox monasteries. Under his rule the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom reached its cultural peak. Among the most pre- 
cious artifacts from that time are the Gospel made by monk Simeon 
tor the king, currently a possession of the British Library in Lon- 
don, and the Man asms' chronicle kept in Vatican. The kings town 
Turnovo was viewed as a successor of Constantinople and even the 
"third Rome" for its splendor and cultural achievements. 

The first explorers of the St. Peter church near Berende - K. 
Shkorpil and Y. Ivanov described in the beginning of" 20 th century 
a mysterious image of a noble man and a small inscription which 
stood above the entrance of the church at that time. Those have now 
completely vanished. The Archaeological Institute had the only one 
copy but it was destroyed during the bombing of Sofia in 1944. The 
inscription once said to the visitors about the depicted mam "loan 
Asen (King Ivan Alexanders name after his coronation) in Christ 
Lord pious king and ruler of all Bulgarians and Greeks" 

Some of the most fabulous paintings inside the church present 
early Church Fathers like St. Basil the Great (330-January 1, 379), 
St. Athanasius the Great of Alexandria (c.293-May 2, 373), St. Greg- 
ory the Theologian (326-390), St. John Chrysostom (c.349-407), 
St. John Damascene (c,676-December 4, 749) and many paintings 
arranged according to the canon for depicting of the church. 

30. LJ^pKBaTa „Cb. rierbp" Kpaii EepeH/ve 

LI/bpKBaTa „Cb. rierbp" xpan ceAO BepeHAC (45 km. 3anaAHO or 
Co<j>Hfl) e eAHa ot flhkoakoto cpeAHOBCKOBHH CBeTMHii b 3anaAHH- 
re noKpaHHMHM Ha ErbArapMA c hskaiommtcaho uchhm CTeHonncii. 
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MaAKara crpaAa, c pa3MepH 5.50/4.50 m., ce HaMHpa Ha noAOBHH 
KHAOMCTtp 3anaAHO ot ccaoto, b KpacHBaTa A°AHHa Ha pexa Hm- 
luasa. Ckpomhoto npocTpaHCTBO, KoeTO cTeHHTe h npeAOdaBHT sa 
3orpac|)PiCBaHe, 6mao HarrbAHO AOcrarbMHO 3a hcshhyihhh cpeAHOBe- 
KoaeH Mancxop Aa pa3rc>pHe cbox TaAaHT. ToBa cranaAO no BpeMe Ha 

ynpaBACHHCTO Ha yap MBaH AAeKca.HA'bp - b toamhhtc mokay 1331 
m 1371. Eamh ot HaM-ycneniHMTe 6'bArapcKM BAaACTeAH, u,ap Hbsh 
AAeKcaHAtp 6ha Hapunan „Hobhh AAeKcaHAtp Bcahkh", 3a Hero- 
bpitc BoeHHH no6eAtf cpemy Bw3aHTM^ H rypUHTe k „HoBna Koh- 
cTaHTMH BeAMKPi", nopaAH 6op6ara My cpemy epearre h norvioinTa 3a 
npaBOCAaBHHTe MaHacrapH h iji>pkbh b CTpaHaTa. no HeroBO BpeMe 
Btopoto 6"bArapcKO uapCTBo AOcrarHaAO BT>pxoBeTe Ha cbok KyAry- 
peH h Ay^OBeH pa3i;BeT. CpeA Haw-ueHHirre TBop6w Ha Ta3n enoxa 
ca EBaHreAweTO Ha MOHax Chmcoh, KoeTO AHec e co6cTBeHOCT Ha 
BpMTaHCKaxa 6H6AHOTeKa b Aohaoh m MaHacneBaTa xpOHHica, koji- 
to ce na3H bt>b BaTHKaHa. CroAHijaTa TtpHOBO 6HAa MHCAeHa KaTO 
HacAeAHHK Ha KoHCTaHTMHonoA m Aopn „TpcTH Pmm", 3apa&H npn- 
Hoca h kt>m cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa 6i>ArapcKa KyATypa. 

ritpBHTe pi3CAeAOBaTCAH Hain>pKBaTa „Cb. ricT'bp" Kpaii BepcH- 
Ae - K. UlKopriHA h H. HBaHOB ctjo6iiihah b HanaAOTo Ha XX bck 
3a HaAHMMCTO Ha pi3o6pa>KCHHe Ha 6AaropoAHHK pi Kparwc HaAnac 
HaA BXOAa Ha xpaMa. A Hec TasH KAionoBa CAeAa 3a pa3raAasaHeTO 
Ha noApo6HOCTH ot HCTopH^xa Ha ui>pKBaTa e HantAHO 3aAHHeHa. 
ApxeoAorHMecKMHT hhctmtvt c cbxpaHHBaA Konwe Ha creHonjica, 
xoeTO 6hao yHHmo^ceHO npn 6oM6apAnpoBKMTe HaA croAHijaTa 
npe3 1944 r. HaAnncbT, ctxpaHeH ot H3CAeAOBaTeAHTe, ci>o6ma- 
BaA Ha noceTHxeAMTe Ha xpaMa AHHHOCTTa Ha hctodhh KTMiop: 
„I4oaH Acen (tpohhoto HMe Ha i^ap MBaH AACKcaHA^p) b XpncTa 
Bora 6AaroBepeH ljap m caMOAbp/Keii Ha bchhkh 6i?ArapH h rbpijH". 

CpeA HaH-3abeAe>KHTeAHHTe creHonncH ot B*KrpeiHHOCTTa Ha 
U-bpKBaTa ca o6pa3HTe Ha OrqHTe Ha paHHaTa LfapKBa - Cb. Bacn- 
ahh BeAHKH (330-1 ^Hyapn 379 r.), Cb. AraHacHH AAeKcaHApHH- 
ckh (ok. 293-2 Maii 373 r.), Cb. TpMropHH Botocaob (326-390 r.), 
Cb. HoaH 3AaToycT (ok. 349-407 r.), Cb. MoaH AaMacKMH (ok. 
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676-4 A,eKeMBpH 749 r.) m MHO>KecTBO cueHPi, pa3noAO>KeHH cno- 
peA KaHOHa 3a 3orpacj)HCBaHe Ha npaBOCAaBHM xpaMOBe, npHCT c 
peiucHii e Ha CeAMna Bccachckh cb6op 787 r. m H3m>AHHBaH KaTO 
3aBtpLueHa ciicTeMa ot XI BeK. 



31. St. Nicolay church near Malo Malovo 












Another difficult to reach vanishing church with amazing wall 
paintings from 1 4 th — 1 7 th century is St. Nicolay near the Malo Mal- 
ovo village in western Bulgaria (43 km. west of Sofia). The church 
stands only about 20 km. from the Berendes St. Peter church and 
they both can be visited within a days journey outside Sofia. 

The church has one nave with size of 8.40/3.40 m. It was built in 
an ancient monastery half hour away from the village. When its first 
explorer Kr. Miyatev came here in 1939 a very old monk was still in 
care of the buildings. 

The earlier layer of paintings dates from 14 th - 15 th century From 
the same time are the saints depicted above the church s entrance to 
both sides of the image of the church's patron St. Nicolay. St. Nico- 
lay's image itself was painted in the beginning of 20 th century. The 
second layer of paintings inside the church must be dated some- 
where in late 16 th or even 17 th century Some of the most vivid fres- 
coes present biblical scenes like the Last Supper, the Judgement day 
Pieta, Deisis, also many saints including St. Stephen, St. Clement ol 
Alexandria, St. Basil, St. Gregory, Christ on St. Ubrus, and others. 

31. LI,T>pKBaTa „Cb. HiiKOAaii" Kpaii MaAO MaAoco 

ApyraoTMaAKo H3BecTHHTeLn>pKBH Ha 3anaAHa B^ArapHj*, 3or- 
pa<j>ncaHa c npeKpacHH cpeAHOBeKOBHH CTeHonncn ot XIV- XVII 
Bex, e „Cb. HnKOAan" Kpaii ceAo MaAO MaAOBO (43 km. 3anaAHO 
ot Co§>wh). Th e pasnoAO^ceHa eABa Ha 20 km. ot ij^pKBaTa „Cb. 
ITerbp" Kpafl BepeHAC, kocto A^Ba bt>3mo>khoct 3a nocemeHHe Ha 
ABaTa yHHKaAHM xpaivia b paMKHTe Ha cahoahcbho m^TyBaHe. 
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U[i>pKBaTa c CAHOKopa6Ha h ct>c cKpOMHH pa3Mepn - 8.40/3.40 
m. KpaH hoi e H3rpaACH MaHacTHpcKH KOMnAeKC, kohto Moace A a 
6i>Ae AOCTMrHaT ot ceAO MaAO MaAOBO 3a okoao noAOBMH Mac npe- 
xoa- ripea 1939 r., o6eKn>T 6ha npoyncH 3a ni>pBH ntT ot Kp-bCTio 
Mjuhtcb. Flo TOBa BpeMe MaHacrapcKMTe crpaAH 6ha:h noA/M>p>Ka- 

HII OT CaMOTeH MOHax. 

PaHHHiir caoh CTeHonncpi Ha ijipKBaTa Aarapa ot XIV- XV BeK. 
Ot cbmuH nepHOA ca m ABeTe w3o6pa^ccHMJiTa Ha cbctijh HaA bxg- 
Aa, kohto ca paanoAOHceHw ot abctc crpaHH Ha naTpoHa Ha xpaxia - 
Cb. HHKOAan, kohto 6ha Ao6aBeH b HanaAOTo Ha XX Bex. 

BTOpHJHT CAOH CTCHOHHCH BTjB B"bTpeUlHOCTTa Ha LfbpKBaTa 

Tp^6Ba Aa 6"bAe oraeceH kt>m kickhji XVI h Aopn HanaAOTo Ha 
XVII Bex. Hjikoh ot HaH-xpacHBPirc cqcHM ot Hero ca: „TaHHaTa 
BeMepa", „GrpaiiiHHJi ct>a", „nneTa\ „JS,eHcuc\ KaKTO w ahkobctc 

Ha CBCTI4H, CpCA KOHTO Cb. Cre^aH, Cb. KAHMeHT AACKCaHApHH- 

ckh, Cb. BacHAHH, Cb. TppiropHH, XpucToc ot Y6pyca pi aP- 
32. St. Theodore church near Boboshevo 

The St. Theodor church lies 1 km. west of Boboshevo (65 km. 
south of Sofia). The church was built in 13 lh or l4 lh century. It has 
rectangular form with cross-shaped sides. The three layers ot paint- 
ings which are still visible were made between 14 th and 17 th century. 
Some of the depicted scenes are extremely rare in the Christian ico- 
nography including Denial of Peter, Melismos, Judas' betrayal, Je- 
sus washing His disciples' feet, Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane garden, 
and others. 

Although the church is categorized as a monument of national 
value the only effort for its preservation was made in the far 1950 s. 
The wooden cabin prepared at that time survived until 2010 and 
in the last years the unique paintings were left on the will of the 
weather. Their complete disappearance is only a matter of time. 

Not far from the church is the cave of the famous Bulgarian 
saint - the ascetic monk Ivan Rilski. 
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32. LJ/bpKBaTa „Cb, TeoAOp" Kpaft Bo6ouieBO 

U-bpivBaTa „Cb. TeoAop" ce HaMHpa Ha 1 km. 3anaAH0 ot B060- 
hicbo (65 km. k»kho ot Co(|>m#). Tx e nocrpoeHa npe3 X BeK KaTO 
noHTH KBaApaTHa crpaAa c Kpi>CTOBHAeH nAaH h pa3MepH 7.30/6.40 
m. Asara CAoa ctchoiihch, 3acHeTH ot aBTopa npe3 2006 r., 3a koh- 
to ao 201 1 r. He ca B3era MepKH 3a cbxpaHeHMe, ca npaBeHW ct>ot- 
eeTHO npea XIV h XVI BeK. Hhkoh ot M3o6pa3eHHTe komiio3h- 
ljhh, KaTO OTpeneHMe HleTpoBO, MeAH3MOC, FIpeAa-TeACTBOTo Ha 
K3A a > Mcyc, yMMBain KpaKaTa Ha ynemmHTe pi MoAHTBaTa Ha Hcyc 
b rcTCHwaHCKaTa rpaAMHa, ca hskaiomhtcaho pjiAKO cpemaHH b 

XpHCTRHHCKOTO H3KyCTBO. 

BinpeicH ne irbpKBaTa e o6#BeHa 3a FlaMeTHHK Ha KyATypaTa ot 
HaqnoHaAHo 3HaneHHe eAHHCTBeHHTe oiihth 3a hchhoto ctxpa- 
HeHHe A^THpaT ot 50-re toahhh na XX BeK. A^pseHaTa 6apana, c 
kqato e 6ha noKpur xpaMtT, pyxHa OKOHnaTeAHo npe3 2010 r. h 
cbA6aTa Ha crpaA^Ta h HeHHHTe creHonHCH e ocTaBeHa Ha npnpoA- 

HHTe CTHXHH. 

HeAaAen ioro3anaAHo ot i^pKBaxa, Kpan HOBonocTpoeHMfl Ma- 
HacTHp, MO>Ke a^ 6t>ac pa3rAeAaHa neujepa, b ko^to ce npeAnoAara, 
ne e >khb#a Cb. MBaH Phackh. 

33. Razboishte monastery 

The highland region Zaburde is located near the border with 
Serbia 60 km. northwest of Sofia and its largest settlement is the 
city of Godech. Fifteen minutes west of Godech in the direction of 
the river Nishava flow the traveler will reach a small village called 
Razboishte. Not far from rhe village still on the river course the 
rock-hewn church of the monastery The Presentation of the Holy 
Mother of God appears like a white dove alighted on the rocks. 

The name of the village "razboi" means loom and maybe it is an 
association with the beautiful coils that river Nishava weaves in the 
valley. 
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The Razboishte monastery was built in the middle of 13 ch cen- 
tury but some legends speak of early Christian monks that inhab- 
ited the caves around already in Late Antiquity (4 th -6 lh century). 
Its cultural bloom was at the time of King Ivan Alexander (1331- 
1371). Not far from here in the St. Nicolay church near Kalotina 
the wedding ceremony of king's second marriage with queen Sarah- 
Theodora took place. 

The most remarkable about the Razboishte monastery is the 
fact that its church was built in a cave 40 feet above the ground. 
The ancient sacred space had seemed so important for the 13 th cen- 
tury builders that they had decided to expound it with modern at 
that time church. The monastery complex with farm and residen- 
tial buildings functioned during the 1 5 th and 16 th century. After its 
demolition by the turks, the monks built their living houses and 
a new church on both riverside rocks. The legend goes that huge 
galleries were dug deep in the cliff for hiding and just like in every 
legend these galleries are still full of treasures. 

The original church was reconstructed in 1841 as an old inscrip- 
tion on its facade speaks. The vast room in front is from 1950. 

Most proper time for visit is the monastery feast at 1 5 th (by the 
contemporary Gregorian calendar) and 28 th (by the Julian calen- 
dar) of August. 

33. Pa36oHUIKILH MaHaCTHp 

BncoKonAaHHHCKKaT pernoH „3a6T>pAHe", c iieHTtp rpaA IoAeH, 
ce HaMHpa b 6ah30ct ao rpaHHuaTacbc Oi>p6nH, Ha tLienceTima kh- 
AOMeTpa 3anaAHO ot Cofyua. 3a neTBtpT ^ac nuc KOAa ot R>Ae i i no 
nopeHneTo Ha pexa HumaBa ce AOCTnra ceAO Pa36ofrme. AywaTa 
„pa36oft" o3HanaBa TtKaHeH craH, KaTO Mo>Ke 6n acoiiHaqn^Ta e c 
H3BHBKHTe Ha HnmaBa. HeAaAen 3anaAHO or ceAOTO, b acaAHTe Ha 
peiHHfl npoAOM, e H3rpaAeH Pa36oMiiiKHiiT MaHacrap „Bt-BeAeHHe 
BoropoAH^Ho". 

MaHacTup-bT e Bi>3HHKHaA K-bM cpeAaTa Ha XIII BeK, ho cnopeA 
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MecTHHre npeAaHHfl CKaAHTe b MecrHOCTTa 6hah 3aceAeHM ot mo- 
HacH oTiueAHHUH onie npe3 PaHHOxpucTMflHCKaTa enoxa (IV- VI 
Ben). Cboht KyATypeH pa3UBeT MamcTHpa AOCTHrHaA no Bpervie Ha 
ynpaBAeHneTO Haiiap HBaH AAeKcaHAT>p (1331 — 1371 r.). HeAaAen 
ceBep03anaAHO OTTyK, b ixtpKBaTa „Cb. HtiKOAa" KpaH KaAOTHHa, 
cc ctTOHAa cBaT6eHaTa u,epeMOHM,H npn BToptni 6paK Ha iiap.*r ct>c 
Capa-TeoAOpa. 

HaH-3a6cAe3KHTCAHH^T <j>aKT okoao Pa36oHiiiKHfl MaHacTup e, 
He HeroBaia irbpKBa e nocTpoeHa b ecTecTBeHa CKaAHa HHina, pa3- 
noAO^ceHa Ha 20 m. HaA 3eMHaTa noBT>pxHOCT. Ap^BHaTa CKaAHa 
o6htca HMaAa CTaiyr na cbhto macto h nopaAH TOBa npe3 XIII 
BeK 6hao B3eTO peiuenne 3a H3rpa>KAaHeTO i-ia MOAepHa 3a BpeMeTo 
ch irbpoa. MaHacTHpcKH KOMnAeKC cbc cTonaHCKH crpaAH (J>vhk- 
UMOHHpaA b noAHOKiieTO Ha CKaAHaTa irbpKBa npe3 XV h XVI BeK. 
Caca HeroBOTo pa3pyinaBaHe ot TypuHTe MOHacme nocTpoHAH 
CBOHTe o6HTaAHUia h i^tpKBa Ha ABaTa cpemynoAOJKHH CKaAHH m;i- 
CHBa, ot ABeTe crpaHH Ha pexaTa. 

AereHAH pa3Ka3BaT 3a noA3eMHH TyHeAH, cTpoeHH 3ayKpnTHe h 
npexoAH, kohto, tohho KaKTO b npnKa3KHTe h ao AHec ca m>AHH c 

HCCMeTHH CbKpOBHma. 

OpHrHHaAHaTa crpaAa Ha m>pKBaTa 6nAa pecTaBpiipaHa npe3 
1841 r. KaKTO tbt>pah HaAnnc, 3ana3eH Ha <j>acaAaTa k. 06uiHpHOTo 
npeABepwe Ha q^pKBaTa e H3rpaAeHO npe3 1950 r. Han-noAXOAfl- 
iuoto BpeMe 3a nocemeHne Ha MaHacrapa e achji Ha HeroBHH npa3- 
hhk - 15-th (no cbBpeMeHHHH IperopnaHCKH KaAeHAap) hah 28- 
mh (no K)AHaHCKHH KaAeHAap) aBrycT. 

34. Seven lakes of Rila 

The Seven lakes are located in the northwestern part of Rila 
mountain at 2100 to 2500 in. altitude (87 km. south of Sofia). The 
name of each one of the lakes is connected with its visual specif- 
ics. The Teardrop has the cleanest waters and the Eye is with round 
shape. The Kidney lake really looks like a kidney and has steep 
shores. The biggest of the Seven lakes is the Twin, which consists 

— 79 — 



of two equal pares. The name of tke Three leafed lake speaks well 
of its form and the Fish lake is the shallowest one. The Lower One 
lake is at the lowest altitude and the water from all other lakes flow 
through it giving birth to the river Djerman. 

The Seven lakes of Rila are sacred site of the International White 
Brotherhoood and one of the most beautiful places in the Nature 
of Bulgaria. The White Brotherhood was found by Peter Dunov 
(1864-1944), which is a world-renowned spiritual teacher. Dunov 
himself led the first groups of his followers to the lakes. During the 
trip and the celebrations with music and Paneurythmia dance, Du- 
nov spoke his Lectures on which Brotherhood teaching was based. 
Each August the members of the White Brotherhood are gathering 
at the Seven lakes of Rila for their yearly festival. 

The Seven lakes with crystal clean water are placed one above 
the other. The nearby peak called the Rebel is the only spot from 
which all of them can be seen in once. A photograph taken here can 
assure you some award but surely the feeling will be more memora- 
ble. The numerous sun-clocks from shimmering stones left by the 
White Brothers and the spirit of the place which according to them 
has no equal anywhere on Earth will make your staying here purely 
magical. 






34. CeAeMTe phackh e3epa 






CeAeMTe phackh e3epa ce HaMHpaT Ha 87 km. kdkho ot Cocj>hh, 
b ceBepo3anaAHaTa nacT Ha nAaHHHaTa PnAa, Ha HaA^opCKa bhco- 
HHHa Me^Ay 2100 m 2500 MeTpa. 

MMeTO Ha bchko eAHO ot e3epaTa e CBi>p3aHO c HeroBn bhah- 
mh a^Achocth. E3epo „CT>A3aTa et e c Haw-HHCTM boah, a e3epoTo c 
(J)opivia Ha Kpi>r e HapcncHO „Okoto". „B , L6peKa", ocbch, mc c c no- 
Ao6Ha <j>opMa, e n3eecTHO h ci>c crpi>MHHTC cm 6peroBe. E3epoTO 
„BAH3HaKa" ce cbCTOH ot ABe eAHaKBH noAOBMHM h e Haft-ro/vaMOTO 
no pa3Mep ot bchmkm e3epa. Tlo <j>opMa „Tpmahcthhkt>t" Hani>A- 
ho OTroBap* Ha CBoeTo hmcto, a Haw-nAHTKOTo e3qx> e HapeneHO 
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„Ph6hoto m . B Hafi-HHCKO pa3noAO>KeHOTO e3epo „Aoahoto" ce ot- 
TH4a BOAaTa ot bchmkm ocTaHaAPi C3epa h ot Hero boam HanaAOTO 
ch pena A^cpM^H. 

CcACMTe pMACKM e3epa ca CBemcHo Macro 3a MOKAyHapOAHOTO 

BflAO 6paTCTBO, OCHOBaHO OT CBeTOBHOH3BeCTHHJ3 AY XOBeH y*™- 

TeA rieT-bp At>HOB (1864-1944). CaMH^T A^hob e boaha cBome 
nocAeAOBaTeAH Ha TOBa mhcto, kt>acto e n3HaoiA 6eceAH h ptKo- 
boaha xaHLta IlaHeBpHTMH^. B^aoto 6paTCTBO opraHH3Hpa CBOH 
cj>ecraBaA Ha TOBa Macro BC^Ka roAHHa npc3 Meceu asrycT. 

KpucTaAHOHHCTHTe ceAeM e3epa ca pa3noAO>KeHH caho HaA 
Apyro. BicynoM Te MoraT a^ 6i.a^t bhachh m sacHera caMO ot h3- 
BHC^BamHii ce HaA thx Bp-bx Pa36oHHMKa. A°AMHaTa na c3epaTa e 

H3ITbAHeHa C 6AeCTHLIlH Ha CAbHUCTO HaCOBHHLJH OT KaMi>HeTa etc 

CAiOAa, HanpaBCHH ot 6cahtc 6paTa, cnopeA kohto mjictoto e cha- 
ho eHeprHMHO. 

Ha pa3noAO>KeHPie Ha TypucrHTe ca ABe xH>Kii, nocrpoeHH KpaH 
e3cpaTa. 






35.Melnik 

Melnik is the smallest Bulgarian town but it has good traditions 
as an attractive tourist site. It is located 175 km. south of Sofia. 

Once the visitor has arrived here at the very beginning of the 
town he will walk on a two -thousand-years-old Roman bridge and 
a thousand-years-old sycamore tree called "the older brother of Bul- 
garia" will welcome him. 

The most ancient sacred space of Melnik is located at about 200 
m. south of the city. Under the ruins of the medieval St. Nicholas 
church an early Christian church from 6 th century and a Thracian 
sanctuary of the goddess Bendis from lst-4 th century have been 
discovered. The St. Nicholas church has been built in 1 1 th - 12 th cen- 
tury and some of the 13 th century paintings are still visible. Here the 
oldest church bells in Bulgaria have been found. 

Around the St. Nicholas church was the heart of medieval Mel- 
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nik. During the Second Bulgarian Kingdom 77 churches and 6 
monasteries functioned in the region. The local governor in the 
early 13 century was Alexii Slav - nephew of the great Bulgarian 
King Kaloyan (1 197- 1207). 

The St. Nicholas church was the seat of the local bishop until 
18 lh century when a new church was built in the foot of the hill. 
St. Nicholas "lived" until 19 th century and was left to oblivion in 
modern times. 

The specific climate of Melnikis favorable to people with pul- 
monary diseases and asthma. Every year on 3 1st August many be- 
lievers come to the St. Zona monastery, to see the magical icon of 
the saint. 

After 35 years of restoration the church of St. Anthony is now 
open for visitors. Many stories tell about people deaf, blind or with 
neurotic disroders who got their restoration to health here. 

In Melnik you can visit the house of Cordopulov which is the 
oldest preserved Bulgarian house from the time of national revival 
in the middle of 19 th century. Not less than 30 houses from that 
period are still in good condition. 

The pyramids of Melnik are a natures wonder but do not climb 
there once you've tried the famous Melnik wine. According to the 
legendary British premier Churchill the Melnik wine is one of the 
best in the whole world! 

35. Me/VHHK 

MeAHHK e Hafi-MaAKHH rpaA b &T>ArapH\H > ho npe3 roAHHure oc- 
TaBa npeAnoMHTaHa TypucTHHecKa AecTHHaiiHJL Tow e pa3noAO>KeH 
Ha 175 km. k»kho ot Co<|>uji. Ha caMM bxoa Ha rpaA4eTo ce HaMH- 

paT MOCT OT pHMCKO BpeMe, KOHTO BCe OUie Ce H3n0A3Ba w xhahao- 

AeTeH HHHap, HapunaH „ITo-roAeMHHT 6paT Ha B-bArapn^!' 

HaH-ApeBHOTO CBeiueHO m^cto b MeAHHK e pa3noAO>KeHO Ha 
200 MeTpa k»kho ot uempaAHaTa yAMua. A^ec Ha TOBa m^cto ce 
H3BHCHBar pyuHHTe Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa ur.pKBa „Cb. HuKOAa". 
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EIOA UlpKBaTa e OTKpHT paHHOXpHCTHiiHCKW xpaM OT VI BeK, a noA 
Hero - ocTaHKHTe Ha CBeTHAHme Ha TpaKHMCKaTa 6ornHH BeHAHAa 
OT I— IV seK. 

I4i>pKBaTa „Cb. HnKOAa" 6nAa H3rpaAeHa npe3 XI-XII bck. no 
Men see orue Ajwar cacah ot creHoriHCH ot XIII BeK. B utpKBaTa e 
oTKpma Hafi-CTapaTa m>pKOBHa KaNi6aHa b 6-bArapcKHTe 3eMH. 

OKOAO „Cb. HliKOAa" e 6hAO KOHLjeHTpHpaHO CpeAHOBeKOBHO- 

to ceAiime Ha Mcahhk. 06mo 77 irbpKBH h 6 MaHacrapa ca <j>yHK- 
u,HOHHpaMi b perHOHa no BpeMe Ha BiopoTO 6'bArapcKO ijapcrBO 
(1185-1422, 1598 r.). B HanaAOTo Ha XIII b. qap KaAOiiH Ha3Ha- 
4ma 3a iViecxeH ynpaBHTCA qboh nAeMeHHHK - Aackcmm CAaB. 

/Xo XVIII BeK ii*bpKBaTa „Cb. HwKOAa" 6nAa MHTponoAHTCKaTa 
KareApaAa Ha o6Aacna, a caca TOBa Ta3H <J>yHKijHfl H3ni>AHflBaAa 
HOBaTa q'LpKBa b noAHO>KHeTO Ha x^AMa. Ilpe3 XIX BeK m>pKBaTa 
„Cb. HnKOAa" Bee ome <j>yHKUHOHHpaAa, AOKaTO noereneHHO 6nAa 
H3ocTaBeHa. 

CneuM^HHHHHT KAHMaT Ha MeAHHK e oco6eHO 6AaronpH#TeH 
3a xopa c 6eAOApo6HM 3a6oAflBaHH;i h acTMa. Bc^Ka roAMHa mho- 
acecrso noKAOHHHUH nocemaBaT h mccthmh MaHacTMp „Cb. 3oHa", 
B KOMTO HMa ^yAOTBOpHa HKOHa Ha CBeTeu,a. 

Apyra CBKTa o6htca — ijtpKBaTa „Cb. Ahtohmh" 6e OTBopeHa 
3a jioc^THTeAH b HanaAOTO Ha XXI BeK, caca 35 toahhh pecTaBpa- 
uhji. MHO^cecTBo ca CBHACTeACTBaTa 3a nyAOACHHO H3ueAeHPi xopa 

B T03H XpaM. 

B MeAHHK MO>Ke A3- 6i>Ae pa3rAeAaHa KopAonyAOBaTa Ki>ma - 
Han-Ao6pe cbxpaHeHaTa crpaAa ot nepHOAa Ha 6T)ArapcKOTo Bt>3- 
pa^KAaHe, cTpoeHa npe3 BTopaTa noAOBHHa Ha XIX b. ,A, 6pe ct>x- 

paHeHMTe jcmijh ot to3m nepiiOA b MeAHHK ca noBcne ot TpMAeceT. 

MeAHHiuKHTe nnpaMHAH ca 3a6eAe>KHTeAHO cctcctbcho npn- 

poAHo o6pa3yBaHHe, KoeTO o6rpa^cAa rpaAa H iMy npHAasa HenoB- 

TOpHM o6aHK. MeAHHK e H3BeCTeH B U,RA CBflT C Ao6pOTO CH B1IHO, 

hmhto no4HTaTeA 6ha bpHTancKiw npeMiiep HipHHA. 
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36. Rozhen monastery 






Six kilometers easu of Melnik ( 177 km. south of Sofia) one of the 
most beautiful monasteries in Bulgaria - the monastery of Rozhen 
is located. Its establishment is hidden back in the times of Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom and maybe even earlier. What is known is that 
it already existed in 13 th century during the reign of the local gov- 
ernor Alexii Slav who was nephew of Bulgarian Emperor Kaioyan 
(1197-1207). 

The main church of the monastery named after the Holy Moth- 
er of God was built in the end of 16 th century and decorated with 
wall paintings. From the original holy images a scene of Jesus and 
Aposries bearing the numbers 1597 still can be seen above church 
entrance. Other 16 th century paintings presenting miracles of Jesus 
are placed in the narthex - the most outer room of the church. 

One of the unique features of the monastery is the church win- 
dows which arc with painted glass. In the early 1 8 th century a com- 
plete renovation of the interior of the church has been performed. 

The miraculous icon of the Holy Mother of God - Vratarnitsa 
(Gatekeeper), held in the monastery, is a 1790s copy of one of the 
most ancient and sacred Christian icons. It was made by monk Ja- 
cob in Iver monastery on Holy mount of Athos. The healing pow- 
ers of the icon are widely known and many people found relief and 
solitude at its side. 

The monastery feast is held each year at 8 ch September on the 
birth of Holy Mother of God. 






36. Po^ceHCKii MaHacTiip 






Ha 6 KM. H3TOMHO OT MeAHHK (177 KM. K»KHO OT Co(J>Hfl) Ce 

HiiMupa eAHH ot Haii-KpacHBHTe 6i>ArapcKH MaHacrnpn - Po>kch- 
CKaTa CBeTa obJ-ueA. HaH-paHHtne cbcachh^ 3a MaHacTupa ca ot 
HaMaAOTO Ha XIII b., icoraTO MecTeH ynpaBHTeA 6ha nAevieHHHKtT 
Ha uap KaAOflH - AccnoT AAeKCHii CAaB. B rax to ft ce cnoMeHOBa 
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KaTO Be^c A^HCTBam KOMnAexc h 3aTOBa ce npeAnoAara, Me e H3rpa- 
AeH MHoro no-paHo. 

EvaBHaTa MaHacTnpcxa i^pKBa, Kp^deHa Ha BoropoAHija, 
6ha£ H3rpaAeHa h 6oraTO yicpaceHa o>c CTeHonncn b Kpa« Ha XVI 
BeK. Ot opHrHHaAHiire TBop6M see ome mo^kc Aa ce bmah cueHaTa 
„Hcyc c ArrocTOAii" HaA rAaBHH* bxoa, Kpaft kohto cxoMroAHHaTa 
Ha neHHOTO H3nncBaHe - 1597. OcTaHaAHTe paHHK ctchohkch ca 
pa3noAO^ceHH npeAMMHO b npMTBopa Ha i^bpKBaTa. Eahh ot Haft- 
KpacMBHTe eACMCHTH Ha qT>pKBaTa ca HeHHHTe npo3opLjH:, yicpace- 

HM C 14BCTHU CT'bKAOnMC. B HaHaAOTO Ha XVIII BCK WHTCpMOplbT Ha 

Li'bpKBaTa 6ha Han-bAHo o6hobch. 

HaH-CKi>noLieHHOTO npHTe^KaHHe HaivtaHacTHpa e nyAOTBOpHa- 
Ta HKOHa Ha Cb. BoropoAHua - EIopTapHHua (na3HTeAKa Ha ABe- 
pme). Ta 6nAa ci>3AaAeHa no ApeseH o6pa3eu npe3 1790 r. ot mo- 
Hax #kob ot I4BepcKKfi MaHacTHp b Cb. Ibpa. MKOHaTa e no^HTaHa 

nOpaAH MHOHCeCTBOTO CBHAeTeACTBa Ha BflpBaiHH, HHHTO MOAHTBM 

tx c6-bAHaAa. 

Ocf)HUHaAHHHT npa3HHK Ha MaHacTHpa ce necTBa BCHica roAMHa 
Ha 8 cenTeMBpH, b ^chx Ha Po>kacctbo Ha Cb. EoropoAHLja. 

37. King Ivan Shishman's fortress near Samokov 

In a medieval fortress from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom, built 
on the remains of Antique city, which is located near Samokov and 
named Shishmanovo kale (King Ivan Shishman's fortress), two early 
Christian churches were found. The fortress is placed on the northern 
slopes of the Rila mountain and has a perfect view towards the valley 
of Samokov. The city itself stands only 4 km. north of here. 

The earlier church was discovered in 2005 and dated by the sci- 
entists to the middle of 5 th century. It has a chapel attached to its 
southern side some time after the church was built. Several graves 
were explored in the chapel and east of the apse. A glass lamp was 
found just outside the entrance of the church which proves the dat- 
ing of its existence in the 5 th and 6 th century. 
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The bigger church (so-called jV q 1) was first excavated by the 
archaeologists in 2004 after many years of local tomb raiders "re- 
search" It was built in the 6 ch century, but many buildings with ear- 
lier date were found north from it. 






u 



37. ^IIIiiuiMaHOBO KaAe" Kpaii Csmokob 






Ha Haft-ceBepHHfl xt>am Ha Pi-iAa iiAaHHHa, b caMHH xpaft Ha caMO- 
kobckoto noAe, e cbiuecrByBaAO ce Awme ot AHTHHHOCTTa ao Kpan 
Ha Btopoto 6i>ArapcKO uapcTBO, no3HaTO AHec KaTO „IIlHiiiMaHOBo 
KaAe . 

B crpaTerHHecKH pasnoAoaceHara KpenocT, ko^to MO)Ke Aa 6t>a£ 
noceTeHa Ha 4 km. ioxcho ot CaMOKOB, ca oncpHTH py>iHHTe Ha ABe 

paHHOXpHCTHilHCKH U,l>pKBM. 

rio-paHH-ATa qi>pKBa („j\3 2"), pa3KpnTa ot apxeoAOSUTe npe3 
2005 r., e AarapaHa ki>m cpeA^Ta na V sen. M3BecrHO Bpe^ie caca 
hcmhoto H3rpa5KAaHe kt>m io>KHaTa h CTpaHa 6ha npHKpeneH MaAi>K 
napaKAHC. B Hero h h3TOhho ot aircHAaTa Ha qtpKBaTa ca npoy^e- 
hh hakoako norpe6eHHJi. Cn>KAeHa AaMna 6HAa OTKpHTa npeA ca- 
mh^ bxoa Ha i;i>pKBaTa, KaTO no ntx e AaTHpaHO <£yHKUHOHHpaHeTO 
Ha xpaxia npe3 V-VI seK. 

Ha TpwHceTHHa MCTpa HaA paHHHfl xpaM e npoyneHa no-o6- 
iuiipHa u,i>pKBa („N- 1"). ApxeoAornnecKMTe pa3KonKH b He^ 3ano- 
HHaAM npe3 2004 r., npoBOKHpaHU ot mho^ccctboto HMaHapcKH 
noceraTeACTBa HaA o6eKTa. 

LJ^-bpRBaTa e nocTpoeHa npe3 VI BeK, a ot ceBepHaTa m CTpaHa ca 
3ace4eHH ocTaHKHTe Ha mho^kcctbo no-paHHH crpaAH. 






38. Bansko 

The most popular ski center in S outheastern Europe is located in 
the north slopes of mountain of Pirin, 150 km. south of Sofia. 

It was announced by Independent - the Best Family Travel Des- 
tination lor the winter season of 2010-201 1. In the 201 1 Almanac 



-86 



„Where co Ski and Snowboard 20 11 " by Chris Gill and Dave Watts, 

J 

Bansko was preferred for its low prices amongst 1000 winter resorts 
worldwide. 

Many celebrities and ski legends gather in Bansko each year for 
the opening of the season. Each year millions are spent for improve- 
ment of the facilities. 

Bansko has 75 km. perfect ski racing tracks. Just one of its chair 
lifts has a capacity of more than 3000 peopLe per hour. The most 
famous of the tracks called Tomba hosts finals of the European and 
World skiing championships. The longest possible ski run could 
be approximate 16 km. The resorts goc its 7 km. long night vision 
track, interactive maps, fun park, halt pipes, children tracks and 
many more attractions. 

38. BaHCKo 

Hafi-nsBecTHHflT cKH-i4eHTT>p Ha *orotf3TOH;Ha Espona - rpaA 
BaHCKO e pa3noAo;>KeH b ceBepHHTe CKAOHOBe Ha ITHpHH nAaHHHa, 

1 50 KM. K»KHO OT Co(j)HJi. 

BpMTaHCKHXT BecTHMK „HHAMneH/\ r bHT" o6hbm BaHCKO 3a Haft- 
Ao6ip ccMeeH KypopT 3a 3hmhhh ce30H 2010-201 1 r. B c6opHHKa 
ot 201 1 r. Ha K. Iha h A- Yore „Ki>Ae A3- Kapaivie ckh m CHoy6opA 
npe3 201 1 r." Eatfcico 6e npeAnoncTcH npeA 1000 ApyJH A^cTHHa- 
nvm, aapaAH Ao6pHTe neHH Ha cBOinra 6a3a. 

Mnoro CBeTOBHH 3Ha\ieHHTocTH h CKii-AereHAH ce CT>6HpaT BC>I- 
Ka roA^Ha 3a orKpwBaHexo Ha 3MMHra ce30H b BaHCKO. /Vbp>KaBaTa 
oinycKa mhahohh AesoBe BceKM ce30H 3a noAo6pjiBaHeTO Ha ycAO- 
BH;rra b KypopTa. 

BaHCKO pa3noAara c nep(j>eKTHO noAA^p^aHM CKH-nMCTH c o6ma 

3T>A>KHHa 75 KM. CaMO eAHO OT OCHOBHPlTe AH(J)TOBM: CbOpiOKeHHfl 

MO^ce a^ npeB03M HaA 3000 AyuiH 3a Mac. HaM-H3BecTHara nHcra 
b KypopTa — „Toivi6a", KpT>creHa Ha MTaAMaHeqa AA6epTO ToM6a, 
6hbhi CBeTOBCH inaMnnoH, peAOBHO e AOMaKHH Ha Kpi>roBe ot ot 
eBponeiicKHH h CBeTOBeH uiaMnHOHaT no ckh. 
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Ha nucTHTe b Blihcko e B-b3Mo>KH0 Aa ce ocbmecTBH cahhhhho 
CKH-cnycKaHe c Ai>Aj>KHHa 16 km. KypoprbT HMa m cBOHTa 7-khao- 
MeTpOBa iracra 3a hoiuho KapaHe. CpeA eKCTpwie b ycAyra Ha roc- 
THTe ca HHrepaKTHBHH KapTH, napK c Hrpn h 3a6aBAeHH«, xaA<J>- 
naun, iihcth 3a Aeu,a h AP- 






Eastern Bulgaria 
H3TOHHa Bi>AjrapiiH 

39- Ncssebar 












If you want to visit an entire town, which has been so well pre- 
served in time and still holds so many remarkable artifacts from 
the past, that UNESCO decided to put the entire establishment 
in its World heritage list - then there is no better choice for you 
than Nessebar (30 km. north of Bourgas). One of the most pre- 
cious pearls on Bulgaria's Black sei cost offers perfect conditions 
for a wonderful holiday vacation. Roman walls, two monumental 
basilicas and dozens medieval churches with wonderful frescoes 
are stored in time for visitors. Modern hotels with all extras, clean 
beaches and the world famous Bulgarian cuisine are just to name 
why you will spend a really good time in Nessebar. 

When the Roman province of Thrace was established in 45 AD, 
Nessebar (called Messembria at that time) was also included. In 2 nd 
century the city was already a part of the province of Lower Moe- 
sia and from that time date the first written records about the ex- 
istence of a local early Christian community with its own bishop. 
When the First Ecumenical council was gathered in Nicea in 325 
AD the Christians in Messembria sent the leader of their church to 
participate. The Messembrian bishop Peter took part of this highest 
gathering which established the Creed of Faith for the Christians 
worldwide for all ages. 

So far remains of seven early Christian churches were found in 
different archaeological missions. Some of them have for centuries 

— 88 — 



now been buried under the waters of the Black sea. All of these 
churches were built in 5 th -6 lh century when Messernbria was one 
of the major cities of the Haemimontus province. In the middle 
of 6 th century when the famous Justinian the Great was emperor 
of the Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantium), the church leader of 
Messernbria was ranked Autonomic Archbishop. The Byzantine 
patriarch Photius mentions the martyrium of St. Irene, built in 6 th 
century, which was an attractive place for pilgrimage of worship- 
pers. Other famous bishops of Messernbria were Peter (680) and 
Mamal(692). 

The most notable feature of Nessebar are its fourteen medieval 
churches, and among them are the 10 th -century Holy Mother of 
God, 1 l th -century St. Stefan or Nova Mitropoliya (New Metrop- 
olis), which continued to be embellished until the 18 th century. 
Worth seeing are also the 13 th and l4 ,h century churches: St. The- 
odore, St. Paraskeva, St. Archangels Michael and Gabriel and St. 
John Aliturgetos. 

39. Hece6i>p 

EAHa or nepAHTe Ha 6i>ArapcKOTO HepHOMopnc - Hece6"bp (30 
km. cceepHO ot Byprac), e rpaA c H3KAK) L iMTeAHO 6oraro MaTepnaA- 
ho KyATypHO HacAeACTBO. nopaAH TOBa Hcce6i?p c eAHH or MaAico- 
to cAynaH, b kohto lwa rpaA 6hbh BnncaH b cimcbKa 3a cbctobho 
HacAeACTBO Ha IOHECKO. CpeA chxpaHeHMTe h eiccnoHHpaHH 

o6eKTH Ca aHTHMHaTa KpenOCT, A^e paHHOXpHCTHJIHCKH 6a3HAHKH 
II HaA Ay3HHa CpeAHOBeKOBHH IJ'bpKBM. 

Jlpe3 45 r. ca. Xp. HeceG^p, HapnnaH no TOBa BpcMe MeceM- 
6pHH, nonaAHaA b paMKHTe Ha HOBOC<j>opMHpaHaTa pHMCKa npo- 
BiiHUHji TpaKHfl. Or II bck, Koraro npn hoboto aAMMHMCxpaTMBHO 
ACACHwe rpaAt>T ce OKa3aA nacT ot npoBMHUHJi AoAHa Mm3HH, a^- 
THpaT ii n'bpBHTC CBeACHHii 3a paHHOxpiiCTUHHCKa o6mnHa, pijKO- 
BOACHaox MCCTeH enncKon. KoraTO npe3 325 r. b Hhkch 6ha cbh- 
KaH FTtpBuaT BccAeHCKM cb6op Ha iji^pKBaTa, npncA Chmboat>t Ha 
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B^paTa h Apyrn BaxHH AOKyMCHTii, cpeA ynacTHHUHTe My 6ha h 
BAaAHKaTa Ha Hece6-bp - Ilerbp. 

Ao 2010 r. b Hece6i>p ca oTKpnTM ocraHKHTe Ha ccacm paHHO- 

XpHCTHHHCKH U'bpKBH OT nepHOAa IV- VI BeK, HflKOH OT KOKTO BT>B 
boahtc Ha 3aAHBa. npe3 T03H nepHOA Hccc6*bp 6ha HaCT OT pHM- 
CKaTa upoBHHUHa XeMHMOHT IlpHMa. ripw ynpaBAeHMero Ha mm- 
neparop K)cTHHPiaH I Bcahkh CTaryTbT Ha MecTHara UT>pKBa 6ha 
M3AwrHaT ao ,>aBTOHOMHa apxHenHCKonna". Bn3aHTHHCKWiTnaTpH- 
apx h AeTonnceu Ootpih cnoMeHaBa 3a MaprapHH Ha Cb. HpHHa, 
kohto 6ha nocemaBaH ot MHoro noKAOHHHqn npe3 VI seK. /\pyra 
ot H3BecTHHTe eiiHCKonM Ha HeceG'bp 6hah nerbp, cnoMeHaT npe3 
680 r. h MaiviaA - npe3 692 r- HaH-Ao6pe cbxpaHeHHTe ot paHHO- 
xpHCTH^HCKPiTe ijT>pKBM Ha Hece6-bp ca CTapaTa MHTponoAnn „Cb. 
Cocjmfl" b u r cHTi>pa Ha rpaAa m „Cb. BoropoAHUa - EAeyca" Ha ce- 
BepHH^ 6p#r Ha noAyocrpoBa. Kpaft aHTHHHaTa nopTa Ha Hece6i>p 
ca MapKHpaHH ocraHKHTe Ha Tpera paHHOxpHCTHflHcica 6a3>iAHKa. 
Ot 8 12 r. rpaAbT e nacr ot 6i>ArapcKaTa A*i>p>KaBa. 

CpeA HaH-3a6eAeMCMTeAHHTe o6cktm b Hece6i»p ca MeTwpHHa- 
Aecerrc cpeAHOBeKOBHH u^pKBH, HiiKOH ot kohto ca: „Cb. Boro- 
poAHqa" ot X bck, „Cb. A HMHT1> p 4 OT XI bck; „Cb. Gre<|>aH w hah 
„HoBaTa MHTponoAM^", (J)yHKuwoHHpaAa ot XI ao XVIII bck, „Cb. 
TeoAopa", „Cb. FlapacKeBa", „Cb. Apx. MuxaHA u TaBpanA 1 h „Cb. 
MoaH HeocBeTeHu", bchhkhtc ot XIII h XIV sex, „Cb. Cnac" ot 

XVII B. H AP- 

40. St. Sofia church (Stara Mitropoliya) in Nessebar 

The Early Christian church St. Sofia (also known as Stara Mi- 
tropoliya - Old Metropolis) is the symbol of Nessebar as a most 
attractive tourist site and favourite place for the visitors to preserve 
their memorable stay. It was built after the Ecumenical council in 
Halcedon in 451 AD put in charge of the city the Constantino- 
ple patriarch, taking it from the Roman Church leader. Anonymus 
Venetian chronologist who lived in 13 th century has written that 
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the church was named after che Holy Wisdom of God - Hagia 
Sofia just as che Constantinople's emperor cathedral. The St. So- 
fia church in Mesembria (Nessebar) was demolished by Avars in 6 th 
century and rebuilt again in the early 7 th century. The first explorers 
of the monument were the Shkorpil brothers - founders of modern 
Bulgarian archaeology. 

The church has two entrances on both side naves which are 
close to the altar section and have probably been used during the 
Great Entrance ceremony. The Small Entrance is one of the earli- 
est rituals in Early Christianity along with the Eucharist. During 
the Small Entrance the Gospel was brought in front of the believ- 
ers for ritual reading, and in the Great Entrance also all the gifts 
were shown. The procession with these gifts symbolizes Jesus on 
His way to the cross. To safe -keep these holy gifts since 6 th century 
the Early Christian church forms a room attached to the left side 
of the altar, called prothesis. Along with the diaconicon on the 
right it shapes the three-partite altar space known from 6 cK cen- 
tury until today. 

As in earlier church (5 th century) without such rooms inside it 
St. Sofia in Nessebar had just Jike others 4 ch and 5 th century churches 
a small chapel called skeuophylakion, normally on its southern side. 
So the door at the south nave could have been used for traditional 
entrance of the gifts for the Great Entrance procession. 

During a rebuilding of the church, most probably in the early 
7 th century, an altar stone was incorporated in the inner side of the 
north wall. That stone from earlier altar of the church bears a quota- 
tion from Psalm 101 in Greek. 

In the early 1960s Stefan Boyadjiev discovered a vast atrium 
(yard) west from the church, in front of the central entrance. It was 
covered by mosaic floor. 

Duringthe war in 1257 Venetian fleet led byjacomo Doro attacked 
Nessebar and the church was plundered. The remains of St. Theodor 
Stratilat, a hand and tooth of St. Andrew, the scull of St. Cistus and the 
hand of St. Bartholomy were among the stolen holy relics. 
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The holy relics were transported at first in Constantinople (pre- 
sent Istanboul) and then placed in the church St, Salvador in Venice 
where they have remained until today. 

Some time in the late 14 th and early 15 th century queen Maihilde 
Cant&qusine-Paleologus was buried here. 

The church of St. Sofia in Nessebar functioned until the end of 
18 th century. 



40. OrapaTa MHTponoAtm „Cb. CocJ>hh" b Hece6i>p 






Hece6i>pcKaTa paHHOxpncTHHHCKa Ln>pi<Ba „Cb. Co<J>h.h" no- 
3Haia m KaTO CrapaTa MWTponoAH#, e pa3iiOAO}KeHa b caMHfl ueH- 
rtp Ha GrapHJi rpaA- BHyiunTeAHHJiT cHAyeT Ha 1500-roAHniHaTa 
crpaAa e ak>6hm <})Oh 3a chhmkm Ha TypncTHTe. LJ^pKBaTa 6 has 
nodpoeHa, KoraTO MeccMBpnHCKaTa (HeceG'bpcKaTa) enncKonnn 
6nAa npexB-bpAeHa Ha noA^iHHeHne ot Phm ki>m KoHcraHTiiHonoA 
c peuieHMe Ha BceAeHCKiua ci>6op b XaAKeAOH ot 45 1 r. Ahohhmch 
BeHeiinaHCKH xpoHHCT e 3anncaA, mc ij-bpKBaTa 6ttAa KptCTeHa Ha 
npeMi-ApocTTa Bo>kmh, Ha rpi»LjKM „Arwfl Co<J)h>i", iioao6ho Ha 
KOHCTaHHHonoACKaTa icaTeApaAa. 

Hece6 , bpcKaTa ui>pKBa „Cb. Co<J>hh" HMaAa CTaTyT Ha MHTpono- 
ahtckh xpaM. Ta nocTpaAaAa npn HanaA^Hiie Ha aeapuTe npe3 VI 
BeK h 6wAa BT>3craHOBeHa b HanaAOTO Ha VII BeK. CpeA hchhhtc 
n"bpBPi H3CAeAOBaTeAH 6mah ocHosaTeAHTe Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa apxeo- 
Aorna - 6paT#Ta LIlKopnHA. 

XpaMl>T HMa no BXOAOBe Ha CTpaHKHHHTC KOpa6il B 6AH30CT ao 

OATapHaTa nacT, kohto Bepo^THO cat H3iiOA3BaHH npn npouecwH- 

Ta „BeAMK BXOa". „BeAHKHHT BXOA" e eAMH OT paHHMTe Ll'bpKOBHH 

pHTyaAH, BT>BeAeH CAeA eBxapucrnara h „MaAKHH bxoa"- noAo6HO 
Ha BHac^tHCTO Ha EBaHreAHeTO npn „MaAKH.H bxoa", npH „Bcahkhh 
bxoa" b OATapa ca BHaoiHH AapoBe, cnMB0AH3npamn niT^ Ha Mcyc 
kt>m ToAroTa. Te3H Appose ca cbxpan^BaHii b noMemeHHeTO bajibo 
ot m>pKOBHPw OATap, Hapeneno npoTe3HC. npoie3nci>T ce ikmibma 

KaTO Had OT TpMAeAHWH OATap Ha H-bpKBHTe OT VI BeK HaceTHe. 
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ripeAH TOBa A^poBeTe 6hah cbxpaRHBaHH b MaAKa nocrpoiiKa K3- 

Bt>H LVtpKBaTa, HapCMCHa CKCBO^)HAaKMH- 

Tbh KaTO Hece6i>pcKaTa ij-LpKBa „Cb. Co<J)h#" 6*iAa nocTpoeHa 
npc3 V BeK, th He pa3noAaraAa c npore3Hc m cnoMCHaTHTe dpa- 
hmmhh bxoaobc 6hah noA3BaHH npM npouecwjrra c A^poBeTe OT 
CKeBCH^HAaKHJI, K)>KHO OT U'bpKBaTa, ao OATapa. 

ripH RHKOM OT pCCTaBpaLJHOHHHTe npOU,eCH no U'bpKBaTa, HaH- 

BepoflTHo b HanaAOTO Ha VII seK, ot BijTpeuiHaTa CTpaHa Ha cesep- 
HaTa crena 6ha BrpaACH MpaMOpeH 6aok ot OATapHaTa nperpaAa. 
HaTa3H T.Hap. ^oioahh" h ao AHec ahmh TeKcra Ha 101 ncaAM, H3- 
nHcaH Harpi>UKH. 

B HanaAOTo Ha 60-Te toahhh Ha XX BeK Or. Eo#,4>KHeB, cne- 

UHaAHCT no HCTOpMH Ha paHHOTO XpMCTH^HCTBO, OTKpHA o6lHH- 

peH aTpHH (ABOp) ? noKpwT c M03aeneH fioa ot 3anaAHaTa CTpaHa 
Ha MtpKBaTa, 

Ha 14 k)hh 1257 r. BeHeJunaHCKii <J)aot, npeABO^KA aH OT A^^ " 
mo Aopo, aTaKyBaA Hece6i>p h OTKpaAHaA ot „Cb. CocJhji" peAHK- 
bh, cpcA kohto mouui Ha Cb. TeoAop CTpaTHAaT, Cb. An. AHApCH, 
Cb. Cwct h Cb. BapTOAOMeft. Te 6hah OTHeceHM b KoHcraHTH- 
HonoA m caca TOBa - b q^pKBaTa „Cb. CaABaTope" bi>b BeHeijHa, 
iclacto ce na3^T ao ahcc. B HanaAOTO Ha XV BeK b Hece6^pCKaTa 
U-bpKBa 6nAa norpe6aHa KpaAHLia ManiAAe KaHTaKy3WH-riaAeo- 
Aor. XpaMi>T <J>yHKu;HOHHpaA ao Kpaji Ha XVIII bck. 

41. Holy Mother of God - Eleusa (Tender Mercy) 

church in Nessebar 

The church is located on the north coast of the Old Nessebar. 
It was built in the first half of 5 th century. Archaeological diggings 
were performed in 1920s by I. Velkov. 

Architectural features of the church altar testify about the Ro- 
man service performed in the province of Thrace until rhe Ecumen- 
ical council in Halcedon (451 AD). Every nave of the building has 
its apse on east. The side ones also had one small conch on north- 
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east and south east corners of the church. The central naves apse is 
three walled and the side one's apses are round. 

The North nave of the church is partially destroyed by the sea 
tides. Five tombs have been found in the narthex. The church bears 
its name from the medieval monastery which had functioned here. 

41. UijpKBa „Cb. EoropOAMma - EAeyca" b Hece6i»p 

PaHHOxpHcTMJiHCKHflT xpaivi „Cb. EoropOAHija - EAeyca (yMH- 
AeHHe)" ce HaMHpa Ha ceBepHaTa KpaH6peacHa yAHua Ha CTapua 
rpaA b Hece6-bp. ApxeoAon-iHecKH npoyHBaHHfl Ha ivbpKBaia ca H3- 

B'bplUCHH npC3 1920 T. OT 14. BeAKOB M tx e 

AarapaHa ktdM m>pBara noAOBHHa Ha V seK. Mmcto Ha Lj'bpKBaTa 
e no3HaTO ot cpeAHOBeKOBHH AOKyMeHTH, onHCBamw ACMHOCTTa Ha 

MaHaCTMpa, (J)yHKUHOHHpaA OKOAOHea. 

ApxnTeKTypHM^iT o6ahk Ha LjiypKBaTa „Cb. BoropoAHLta - EAe- 
yca" pa3KpHBa CneUM<j>HKH Ha paHHOXpHCTPMHCKOTO CAy^CCHHe, H3- 

BijpuiBaHO b hoi. EAeMeHTHTe Ha OiVrapHaTa nacT noKa3BaT, u ie to ce 
e npOBe^cAaAo no pHMCKRfl KaHOH, npweT b npoBHHUHii TpaKHtf ao 
pemeHRHTa Ha Bccachckm^ cb6op b XaAKeAOH ot 45 1 r. 

Aio6onHTHO e, Me ocbch ijeHTpaAHH* Kopa6 Ha ni>pKBaTa c an- 
chah ot H3TOK pa3noAaraT h ABaTacrpaHHHHii Kopa6a, Ocbch TOBa 
Te HMaT h no eAHa MaAKa KOHxa - noAyKp'brAO npoerpaHCTBO, no- 
Ao6ho Ha ancMAaTa, clotbctho ot ceBep m ior. AncHAaTa Ha i;eH- 
TpaAHH^ xopa6 e TpwcreHHa, aie3H Ha CTpaHH^HHTe - noAyKptrAii. 
CesepHiiiiT Kopa6 Ha m>pKBaTa e nacTHMHO pa3pyuieH OTMopcKtra 
npHAHB. B npHTBopa Ha xpaMa ca OTKpHTH neT rpo6HHijH. 

ripe3 CpcAHOseKOBHeTO „Cb. BoropOAHua - EAeyca" e 6iiAa 

qi>pKBa Ha MaHaCTHpCKH KOMnAeKC 

42. St. Stefan church in Nessebar 

Hie church St. Stefan (also known as Nova Mitropoliya - New 
Metropolis) was built in 11 th - 13 th century with some features on 
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the western wall added in I6 zh and 18 lh century. It is a three nave 
basilica. Many spolias - secondary used elements from Early Chris- 
tian monuments are integrated in the building. 

The earlier St. Stefan church was placed on the most outer part 
of the Nessebar island. After it collapsed in the sea the New Me- 
tropolis church Holy Mother of God was renamed to St. Stefan. 

The St. Stefan church is one of the very rare monuments with 
precious wall paintings from I6 ch and 18 ch century. An old scrip- 
ture above the southern gate bears the year of its decoration - 1599. 
More than 1000 images in 258 biblical scenes bear the typical 16 th 

century canon or Holy Mount of Athos except they are much more 
vivid and realistic. Another 16 th century feature of the church is its 
painted iconostasis. 

The church is open for visitors on the corner of Mena and Rib- 
arska str. 






42. U/bpKBaTa „Cb. Gre<j>aH" b Hece6i»p 

LJ^bpKBaTa „Cb. Cie^aH" b Hece6-bp, no3HaTa h tcaio „HoBaTa 
MHTponoAHii", e CTpoeHa b nepnoAa XI-XIII BeK, c hlhkoh aohi>a- 
HeHMfl Ha 3anaAHaTa $acaAa ot XVI-XVIII BeK. B creHHTe Ha TpH- 
Kopa6HHii xpaM ca BrpaAeHH MHOyKecTBO eAeMeHTH ot paHHOxpuc- 

TH£HCKH m>pKBH. 

OpurnHaAHaTa m>pKBa „Cb. Cre^aH" 6nAa notrpoeHa Ha Haft- 
B-bHiiiHaTa nacT ot noAyocTpoBa. Caca KaTO npe3 CpeAHOBeKOBMe- 

to tji pyxHaAaB 3aAHBa, mmcto „Cb- Grecian" 6hao a^a^ho Ha Ho- 
BaTa MHTponoAHja, HapunaHa AOToraBa »Cb. BoropoAHua". 

LJtpKBaTa „Cb. CTe<j>aH" e eAHH ot MaAKOTO xpaMOBe b Bi>Ara- 

pUK C H3KAK)HHTeAHO UeHHH CTCHOnHCH OT XVI M XVIII BeK. CTap 

HaAHHC HaA *o;>KHaTa nopTa Cbo6maBa, 3a 3orpacj>MCBaHe Ha crpaAaTa 
npes 1 599 r. noBene ot 1 000 o6pa3a Ha cbctijh ca H3nHcaHH b 25 8 
6m6acmckh cqeHM- OreHonHCHTe hocxt hhkoh xapaKTepwcTHKH 
Ha KanoHa b H3o6pa3HTeAHOTO H3KycTBO Ha XVI B. t HanpaBAjiBaH 
ot CBeToropcKHTe MancTopw, ho H3o6pa^CHH^Ta b „Cb. Cretan" 
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ca MHoro nooKHBH h peaAMCTHHHH. ITpeKpaceH o6pa3eu Ha Apyro 

CpeAHOBeKOBHO M3KyCTBO - A'bpBOpe36aTa, e IJBeTHHJI U^pKOBeH 
MKOHOCTaC, cliijo OT XVI BeK. 

U,i>pKBaTa „Cb. Gre(j>aH" c oTBopeHa 3a noceTHTCAH Ha "brtAa Ha 
yAMUMTe „MHHa" h „Pn6atxcKa* 






43. Sozopol 

Sozopol is located 26 km. south of Bourgas. If you want to spend 
an unforgettable week with your loved ones visit the modern day 
cultural center with impressive historical background named on 
the Sun god Apollo and called by the first Christians the Saved city. 
There is a special week every year when the romantic journey to 
Sozopol must take place. During the first half of September some 
of the most famous Balkan and international artists in genres like 
jazz, ethno-music and art gather here for a festival. Do not miss the 
Apollonia festival and the specific atmosphere of the late summer 
Sozopol for anything in the world. The holy relics of St. John the 
Baptist are exposed in the local cathedral, along with those of St. 
Apostle Andrew who brought Christianity in this land, and small 
part of the True Cross. The coast line is in excellent condition for 
sun and warm sea water baths. 






43. Co3onoA 






HepHOMopcKHAT KypopT Co3onoA (26 km. io/kho ot Byprac) e 
rpaA, cbc 3a6eAe>KHTeAHa McropH*, yroTHa aTMOC^epa, HHTepecHM 

KyATypHH 06eKTH H MOACpHH XOTeACKH KOMIIAeKCH. 

ITbpBOHaHaAHO Kp-bCTeH Ha 6ora Ha Cat>hucto - AnoAomin, rpa- 

A"bT H3paCTHaA KaTO eAHH OT HaW-paHHHTe MOpCKJH TbprOBCKH rCOAMCM. 

ITo-K-bCHO, npH npeBp-bmaHeTO Ha xpHCTMflHCTBOTO b AOMHKHpama 
peAHriiH, toh 6ha HapeneH Co3onoA - „cnaceH rpaA". Co3onoACKaTa 
U'bpKOBHa o6uiMHa e eAHa ot Hafi-AtA.ro CbinecTByBaAHTe b CBCTa, n># 
Karo t% e ocHOBaHa ot caMna Cb. anocTOA Ahapcm npe3 55 r. 
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C xpHCTHflHCKara HCTopua Ha rpaAa e CBi>p3aHO Haft-Ba>KHoxo 
oxpHxne b Hero. ripe3 2010 r. b paHHOxpwcTMJiHcica m>pKBa Ha co- 
3onoACKHH ocTpoB „Cb. MBaH* 6#xa oiKpHTM moiiih Ha Cb. MoaH 
Kp-LCTHTeA. HoBHHaxa 3a Cb6HTHTeTO o6hkoam qeAHKT CB.HX 3a 
AHH h 6AaroAapeHne Ha Tosa OTrcpnxne Cosohoa e Ha m>T Aa ce 
npeD-bpHC b Me^AyHapoACH noKAOHHHHecKM uchtt>p ot paHra Ha 
HepycaAHM. Moiquxe 6*ixa cbxpaHeHH b noAapeH ot npervinepa 
cpe6x>peH peAHKBapHH m noHacxoameM ca m3ao>kchii b MecxHaxa 
t^pKBa „Cb. TcoprM" 3a noKAOHeHHe. 

HectMHeHO HaH-Ba;a<HOXo cb6nxHe b Co3onoA e e^KeroAHM^ 
^•ecTHBaA Ha H3KycxBaxa „AnoAOHHJi", kowto b Kpa^ Ha boiko ahxo 
npeAA'^raGoraxa nporpaMa ox Ji3nx>AHeHH>i HaH3BecTHH My3HKaH- 

XH H apTHCTH. 

Ha ceBepHHxe bxoa Ha rpaAa b nocACAHHxe toahhh 6e H3AHmaT 
MOAepHHji KypopTeH komhackc „Cb. MapHHa". 

44* Aladja monastery 

Aladja monastery is located 13 km. north of Varna. Christian 
monks inhabited the cliffs above the Black sea coast already in the 
4 dl century. Many of them came here from the Holy lands. Between 
the ancient towns of Odessos (pr. Varna) and Dyonissopolis (pr. 
Balchik) a cave complex rose in 4 th to 6 dl century AD. Nowadays 
the place is a part of the Aladzha monastery tourist site with mu- 
seum and it is known as the Catacombs. An image of Early Chris- 
tian cross can still be seen above the rock-cut graves and some of the 
archaeological findings include coins from the time of the Eastern 
Roman (Byzantine) Emperor Justinian I the Great (527-565 AD), 
a bronze lamp and ceramics. 

Near the village of Osenovo, 5 miles north of here an ancient for- 
tress has been found, were an early Christian church with crypt and 
marble reliquary and a family tomb with wall paintings were found. 

The main monastery complex was cut in the cliffs not far from 
the catacombs in the 13 th century. 
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Two separate floors have been dug in the 40 m. high rock mas- 
sif. The first one includes from east to west a huge entrance, small 
crypt with a church above it, avast dining room with kitchen and 
six monks' cells. The only room of the second floor was transformed 
to a chapel. Fragments of wall paintings are still visible there due to 
the fact that the second floor was hard to reach. 

The Aladzha monastery complex faded in the end of 14 th cen- 
tury. The only evidence for its later activity is a silver ring-seal from 
18 ch century found in the first floor crypt. No written sources have 
been found so far for this magical place. Only local legends for hid- 
den treasures remain. 

44. AAaA>Ka MaHacTiip 

AAaA>Ka MaHacTup ce HaMMpa Ha 13 km. ceBepHO ot BapHa. 
Ome npe3 IV Bex CKaAHTe HaA CLBpeMeHHHH KypopT 3AaTHH na- 
cbijM 6hah 3aceAeHH or MOHacH, hakoh ot kohto npMCTHTHaAH 
Tyx ot CBCTHTe 3eMH. B MecTHOCTTa „KaTaxoM6tiTe" npe3 ne- 
pwoAa IV- VI BeK MOHacpiTe AOO(j>opMHAH nemep^re b CKaAaTa 
m rw npeBtpHaAPi b noMenjeHUfl, toahm 3a o6nTaBaHe. B tax ca 
OTKpmii norpe6eHH^, M3ce4eHH b cxaAHTe Kpi>CTOBe, nacrii ot 
AaMnH h MOHeTH ot BpeMeTO Ha HMnepaTop KDcTHHuaH I Bcahkh 

(527-565 I\), HaH-6AH3KOTO CeAHlUe AO CKaAHHTe>KMAMIl{a 6wAa 

CAHa aHTM4Ha xpenocT Ha 5 km, ceBepHO, mhhto ocTaHKM ca ot- 
KpnTH KpaM ceAO OceHOBO. B paHHOxpMCTM^HCKaTa m>pKBa Ha 
xpenocrra, CHa6A£Ha c KpHrrra, e crncpHT MpaMopeH peAHKBapHH, 
a b 6AH3xa paHHOxpHCTHHHCica rpo6iiHua ca OTXpHTH ijchhh CTe- 
HonwcH c xocMOAorMHHH cijeHH. MoHactiTe OT „KaTaKOM6HTe" 
BepO^THO Ca HMaAH TT>prOBCKH OTHOUieHPI^ CT>C 3aceAHHu,HTe Ha 

xpenocTHOTO ceAHme, xaKTO h c ^HTeAHTe Ha rpaA Oa^coc (ahcc 
BapHa), kohto 6wApa3noAO>KeH Ha A^ceTHHa KMAOivieTpa b jo:>KHa 
nocoxa. 

OcHOBHH5IT MaHaCTHpCKH CKaACH KOMHAeXC, H3BeCTeH A**eC 

xaTO AAaA^Ka MaHacTHp B"b3HHKHaA npe3 XIII BeK, cescpHO ot 
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„KaTaK0M6MTe" Tom ce cbctoxa ot ABa otacahh eTa;*<a, H3ceneHH b 

CKaAeH MaCHB C BMCOHMHa HaA 40 M. 

ri'bpBiiHT eTaac 3anoHsaA c BHyuiHTCAHa nopxa ot M3TOK h caca 
Hen no npoTOKeHiie Ha eTa^ca hnkiao MaAKa KpiinTa c ixbpxaa HaA 
hcx, o6uiHpHa croAOBa c kvxh^ h LuecT MOHanieciai khahii. Eahh- 
CTBeHOTO noMciycHHe Ha BTopHii eTaxc 6hao npnroAeHO 3a napaK- 
ahc, H3pHcyBaH c KpacviBH creHonHCH, MaAKa nacT, ot kopito ca 

BHAHMH H AO AHeC. A OCT " bn ' bT A° BTOpH* Cra>K 6ha yMHlUACHO 3a- 

ipyA HeH > 3a Aa ce oxpaH^Ba no-Ao6pe CBeTara o6htca. 

AeHHOCTTa Ha CKaAHKH MaHaCTHp 3aTHXHaAA K7>M icpaji na XIV 

bck. EAHHCTBeHaTa CAeAa ot iio-kt>chh o6nTaTeAM e cpe6i>pHH>iT 
npi>cTeH ot XVIII BeK, oTKpHT b KpHnTaTa Ha ni>pBM^ eTa>K. JS& 

T03H MOMCHT HC CZ OTKpMTH nOApo6HM TIVICMCHM CBCACHH.H 3a Kpa- 

CHBaTa o6htcAj ocTaBaT caMO MecTHHTe AereHAH 3a CKpMTH b okoa- 
HocTHTe Ha AAaA^ca MaHacTHp cwcpoBHma. 

45- Early Christian church on Janavar hill, Varna 

The Early Christian church on Janavar hill is located near the 
southern suburbs of Bulgaria's sea capita! - the city of Varna. It was 
built in the early 6 th century. The Shkorpil brothers and A. Rashe- 
nov explored it in 1911-1915 and 1919. The wonderful mosa- 
ics still visible in situ have been studied since 1997 by Alexander 
Minchev from the Varna museum of Archaeology. 

The church has a specific architectural plan which finds its clos- 
est parallels in early Christian monuments from Syria and Holy 
Lands, The apse was integrated in the eastern wall and had two 
stepped synthronon covered with marble. The two eastern rooms 
had a second floor and were used as fortified towers. A Baptistery 
with a cross-shaped pool was found in the northeastern room. 

In the very center of the church beneath the marble ambo the 
Shkorpil brothers found underground a brick tomb with remains of 
an old man and small wooden reliquary with some unknown saints 
bones placed in myrrh. 
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Beneath the altar another reliquary was found which amazed the 
scientists with its unique design. Holy relics were placed at first in 
a little golden box with gemstones, and then the golden box was 
placed in a larger silver container. Finally the silver container was 
put in wonderful shaped little marble coffin to make the whole 
composition look like a gift from heaven. 

45. PaHHOxpiicTUHHCKa u>pKBa. Ha xiAMa A^anaBap, Bap Ha 

3a6eAe)KHTeAeH paHHOxpncTHJiHCKM xpavi 6ha M3AHTHaT npe3 
VI BeK Ha xt>am Ha/\, aHTHMHPLH MepHOMOpCKH rpaA Oa^coc, A Hem - 
Ha BapHa. 3a m>pBH nvr toh 6ha npoyneH ot 6pax*Ta UIxopriKA 
h A. PaineHOB npe3 1911-1915 11 1919 r. ripeKpacHHTc qBeTHH 
M03aHKH, c koiito 6iiAa 3acTAaHa i^-bpKBaTa ca o6eicr Ha H3CAeABa- 
He ot cxpaHa Ha cneijnaAMCTa no paHHOxpHcra^HCKa MCTopw*! ox 
ApxeoAorHHecKHX My3eft na BapHa, h.c. AAeKcaH^-bp Mmhhcb ot 
1997 r. HacaM. 

LI.'bpKBaTa Ha x^AMa A^ aHaBa P HMa yHHKaAHH 3a 6i>ArapcKHTe 
3eMH apxwTeKTypHU peuieHHJi, kokto MMaT aHaA03H carvio b xpa- 
MOBe ot ci-maTa enoxa b OipKH v\ CBeTMTe 3eMM. noAyKpi>rbT Ha 
ancHA^Ta, kohto o6hkhobcho ctok H3AaACH ot M3TOHHaTa CTeHa Ha 
BCSKa ij'bpKBa, b crpaAS-Ta Ha xT>A»ca A^ aHaB ^-P e BrpaAeH Bi/rpe b 
caMaxa CTeHa. /\seTe h3TOhhh noMemeHiw Ha LVbpKBara ca HMaAH 

BTOpH eTa>K H BepOHTHO 6nAH H3nOA3BaHH H KaTO OT6paHHTeAHW 

KyAH, B ceBcpopf3TOMHOTO noMemeHHc e 6 ha pa3noAO>KeH 6anTHC- 

TCpMM C Kp-bCTOBMAHa nHCIJMHa. 

npH pa3KonKHTe Ha 6paT^ IllicopnHA b Ha i iaA0TO Ha XX BeK, 
b cpeAaTa Ha Lj'bpKBaTa, noA MpawopmiH h aMBOH, 6nAa OTicpHTa 
noA3eMHa TyxAeHa rpo6HMija. B hc.h Ae^aAH ocraHKHTe Ha Bi>3pac- 

TCH MT>^K, KpaH KOTOTO 6hA nOAO^KC H A^pBeH peAHKBapHH C o6bHTH 

b CMHpHa moujh Ha HeH3BecTeH ctteTei;. IIoa OATapa Ha rji>pKBaTa 

e OTKpHT Apyr pCAHKBapHH, KOHTO 6yAH BMXHmeHHe CbC C BOAT a 

yHHKaAHa ii3pa6oTKa. Ton ce cbctoh OTTpn MaAKH KOBHe>KeTa, no- 
ao>kchm eAHO b Apyro. Han-roAJiMOTO ot KOBHOKCTaTa e ot Mpaiviop, 
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CpeAHOTO — OT Cpe6pO, a HaH-BTvTpeUlHOTO, B KOeTO Ca OTKpHTH 
CBeTH MOUIH - OT HHCTO 3AaTO, yKpaceHO CbC CKMOIieHHH KaMlHH. 

46. Durankulak complex 

The ancient settlement near the Durankulak village (98 km. 
north of Varna) has more than 7 millennia of history. A number 
of key artefacts from different periods of its existence have been re- 
vealed by archaeologists since the beginning of its exploration in 
1974. 

The oldest houses in the complex date from 5100-4700 BC, 
located nowadays on the western coast of the Durankulak lake. 
The total number of the burials found here is more than 12 000 
(!) which suggest for a massive human population settled in a city 
manner on the Black sea coast during the 6—5 millennium BC. 
The existence of two other huge necropolises from 5 lh millennium 
BC neat the cities of Varna and Devnya led to the suggestion of 
undiscovered ancient cities of highly developed for the time civili- 
zation, one of the earliest on the planet, beneath the present level of 
the Black sea. The facts around the famous Varna Halcolith Golden 
treasure speak of hierarchically structured society led by a priest- 
king whose insignia of power featured a sceptre, several bracelets, 
necklaces and other objects with unknown purpose all of which 
golden. The golden attributes of the Mesopotamian kings for ex- 
ample appeared more than a thousand years later. 

The underwater archaeologist team from the Varna Institute of 
Oceanology along with the famous discoverer of Titanic Prof. Rob- 
ert Ballard searched in 2003 evidences for the Flood in the Black 
sea, working on the so-called "Noah" project. 

Several mound burials from Early Bronze age (3500—3400 BC) 
were also discovered on the western coast of the Durankulak lake 
and the newest infrastructure of this spot is a late-antique Sarma- 
tian necropolis. 

An Eneolithic mound settlement from 4600-4200 BC is lo- 
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cated on the so-called Big Island in the Durankulak lake. Today it 
is a National monument of culture. The graves of its inhabitants 
are also in the huge necropolis on the western bank of the lake. The 
most interesting thing about the mound is that its earlier layer (pri- 
or to 4600 BC!) lies yet unexplored. 

The Southern slope of the island was the place where the tribes 
of Mysians, Hippemolgi or Abii from the times of the Troy an war 
built their fortified castle. One thousand years later in 3 rd century 
BC a Hellenistic cave temple of the goddess Cybele was cut in the 
rock cliff. Another sanctuary of Cvbele was found in 2007 not far 
south of Durankulak- in the resort village of Balchik. It is in a pro- 
cess of" preservation. According to some explorers the underground 
rocky cells near the coastline between these two sites were also ded- 
icated to the cult of Cybele. 

During the times of the First Bulgarian Kingdom the fortified 
settlement was spread on the entire face of the island. 






46. AypaHKyAaK - apxeoAorHHecKMfl pe3epBaT 

B ceBepon3TOHHHfl Kpan Ha B*bArapnH, icpan Ayp^HKyAaK (98 
km. ceBepHO ot BapHa), ce HaMwpaeAHO ot rhkoakoto esponeMCKM 
ceAHUja, cbmecTByBaAH npeAH u,e^H 7 XMAflAOAeTi-i.H. Mho^ccctbo 
HaxoAKH ot pa3AHHHM HCTopunecKH nAacTOBe h rrepHOAH ca OT- 
KpnTH ot 1974 r., KoraTo CTapTHprr apxeoAorHHecKHTC pa3KonKH, 

AO HaiUH ahw. 

Haw-CTapHTe >khahihhh crpaAM b KOMnACKca ca AOKaAM3npaHH 
Ha 3anaAHH>[ 6p#r na AypaHtcyAaiiiKOTO e3cpo h A^TMpaT ot 5 100- 
4700 r. np. Xp. 06mniiT 6pon Ha norpe6eHH5rra, OTKpHTH Ha 3a- 
naAHH^ 6p#r, HaAXBT>pAJi 12000 (!), KoeTO CBHAeieACTBa 3a mho- 
ro6powHa nonyAai^H^, xcHBiiAa b rpaACKH ycAOBH* Ha TOBa Macro, 
kt>m Kpa^ Ha VI h HaMaAOTO Ha V XKAJiAOAerae npeAH XpucTa. A^a- 
TaorpoMHM HeKponoAaorVxHA. np.Xp., otkphth HeAaAen k»kho 
ot Ayp aHK y AaK > KpaH A CBH -^ M BapHa, noB^HraT Aom>AHHTeAHM 
Bi>iipocH 3a 3a6eAe>KMTeAHaTa xaAKOAHTHa KyATypa b to3h paftoH. 
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nOBeHCTO ApCBHH U,HBMAM3aUHH Ca CTpOHAH CBOHTC HeKJ)OnOAM 

3anaAHO ot ceAwmaTa ch, h to3h <J>ai<T Kapa yneHHTe a& npcAnoAa- 
raT HaAnqneTo Ha HeoiKpHTM Aocera rpaAoee Ha Ta3H KyATTpa noA 

AHdUHOTO hhbo Ha HepHO MOpC. 

npeA,MeTHTe OT npOHyTOTO BapHeHCKO XaAKOAHTHO CfcKpOBH- 

mc - HaH-CTapoTO o6pa6oTeHO 3AaTO b CBeTa, AOKa3sar cbiijecTBy- 
BaHeTO KaeAHO MepapxHHecKM crpyKTypupaHO o6ineciBO, p'bKOBO- 
ACho 01 u,ap-Mpeu,. Chmboahtc Ha BAacTTa Ha ro3H ApeseH BAaAe- 

TCA ->KC3T)A, rpilBHH H OFbpAHUM 6mAM M3pa6oTCHM OTHHCTO 3AaTO 

noBene ot xma^aoacthc npcAM c hoao6hh HHCHrHMH Aa 3anoHHaT 
Aace khmst HeroBHre „KOAerH u b MeconoTaMH* m ErHneT. 

ripoHyTK>iT yneH h OTKpHBaTCA Ha noT'bHaAHH Kopa6 „TnTa- 
hhk" npo^>. Po6'bpT BaAapA, npe3 2003 r., clbmcctho c 6-bArapcKH 
yMeHH ot BapHCHCKtw HHCTHTyT no OKeaHOAorHH, HanpaaH h*- 
koako riOABOAHH cnycKaHHii b pawona, b rbpcene Ha AOKa3aTeACTBa 
3a EnbACHCiaLfl noTon. 

B KOMnAeKca icpan Ayp^n^}'^^ ^khbottiT npe3 paHHara 6poH- 
3oaa enoxa (3500-3400 r. np. Xp.) e 3acBMACTeACTBaH ot rhkoako 
MorwAHH norpe6eHMa, OTKpMTM Ci>mo Ha 3anaAHM^ 6f>xr Ha c3epo- 

TO. Haii-ropHHiTT CAOH Ha TOBa KAIO40B0 M.HCTO Cbfi^pXZ OCTaHKH- 

tc Ha HeKponoA Ha nAeMeTO capiviara ot icbCHaTa Ahthmhoct (IV- 
VI B.). 

Ha TOACMHH OCTpOB B /\ypaHKyAailIKOTO e3CpO e OTKpHTO MO- 

thaho ceAHine ot enoxaTa Ha CHeoAHTa (4600-4200 r. rip. Xp.). 
noHacTo^mexM to e clc CTaTyT Ha riarvieTHHK Ha KyATypaTa ot na- 
LiHOHaAHo 3HaHeHHc. riorpe6eHH.HTa Ha o6irraTeAHTe Ha TOBa ce- 
AHine cbino ca b HCKponoAa Ha 3anaAHHH 6p.ar, a Han-HHTCpccHOTo 
npH to3h HCKponoA e, ne npoy^BaHeTO Ha HaH-paHHHTe My cAoeBe 
Tem>pBa npeACTOH. 

Ha iokhhtc CKAOHOBe Ha ocrpoBa ce HaMHpa VKpeneHa KpenocT 
ot Bpe-Mera Ha TpaaHCKaTa BoiiHa. FIpe3 III Bex np. Xp. b cKaAH- 
Te 6ha H3A"bA6aH eAHHHCTHHecKH xpaM Ha 6orHHiiTa Kn6cAa. B-bB 
BpeMeHaTa Ha ribpBOTO 6i>ArapcKo uapcTBO ijjiAaTa TepHTopH* Ha 
ocTpoea 6tiAa 3aeTa ot yKpeneHO 6*bArapcKO ceAHiije. 
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Southern Bulgaria 
K)>KHa BiiArapHii 

47. Plovdiv (Philippopolis) 

The earliest traces of human activities in the area of Plovdiv date 
from 4 th millennia BC. Around 1200 BC the Thracians built for- 
tified city called Evmolpia. Macedonian King Philip II, father of 
Alexander the Great, conquered the city in 342 BC and named it 
after himself- Philippopolis. The Thracians translated this name 
into Pulpudeva. 

Under the name of Trimontium, Plovdiv became part of the Ro- 
man province Thrace in 46 AD. The Metropolis church of Trimon- 
tium presided over all episcopal churches in the region (4 xh — 10 th 
century). 

Erm was one of the 70 apostles of Christ and disciple of St. Apos- 
tle Paul (Rom. 16:14). He brought the word of God to Plovdiv and 
became the city's first bishop (36-57 AD). According to the legend 
under the contemporary church of St. Constantine and St, Helen 
was the memoria of the first martyrs for Christ in Philippopolis. 
They were 37 soldiers of the local Roman squad in the time of Em- 
peror Diocletian (284-305 AD). 

In 343 in the Metropolis Cathedral of the city took place the 
church council of the heretic bishops dismissed by the Ecumeni- 
cal council in Scrdica for they were following the false teaching of 
Arius. Several Orthodox bishops' names were ahead of the Philip- 
popolis church in the years 347-458. 

The city became part of the Bulgarian Kingdom in 836. Its name 
Plo(v)div is at first attested during the 1 ch century. 
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47. FIaobahb 

Haa-paHHHTe cacah ot opraHH3HpaHO mobclliko npucbCTBMe Ha 
TepHropHHTa Ha IIaobahb ca ot IV xHAaAOAeTHe np. Xp. TpaKHTe 
nocrpoHAH Ha TOBa Macro yxpeneHO ceAHnie, HapeneHO Ebmoahmh 
kt.m 1200 r. np.Xp. MaiceAOHCKHHT nap Ohahh II, 6ama Ha Aack- 
caHA"bp BeAHKH, 3aBAaAHA rpaAa npe3 342 np. Xp. H ro Hapeia>A 
0MAnnonoAHC - „rpaAi>T Ha 0hahit". TpaKMTe npeBe>KAaAH TOBa 






MMe Kaio riyAnyACBa. 

IIaobahb o<j>Hu.naAHO CTaHaA nacT ot PHMCKaxa HMnepua c oc- 
HOBaBaHeTO Ha npoBHHiiHa TpaKH* npe3 46 r. Phmajihhtc Kpi>CTH- 
Ati rpaAa TpMMOHTHyM - „Tpnx-bAMHe". B nepHOAa IV-X BeK TpH- 

MOHTHyM 6ma MHTponOAHTCKH UeHTtp, KOHTO yiipaBAHBaA BCMHKH 
UTjpKBH B TpaKHfl. 

EpM 6ha eAHH ot 70-Te n-bpBoanocTOAH h npjiK nocAeAOBaTeA 
Ha Cb. An. IlaBeA (Phm.16:14). Tom aohcct>a Caoboto Bo>Kue b 
FIaobahb h CTaHaA ntpBH enHCKon Ha rpaAa b nepuoAa 36-57 r. 
CnopeA eAHa AereHAa noA CBBpeMeHHaTa irbpKBa „Cb. Cb. Koh- 
CTaHTHH h EAeHa" ce HaMnpaT ocTaHKHTe ot MapTiipHH Ha mpBHTe 
M-bMeHHHH 3aXpHCTOBaTa B^pa ot FIaobahb. Tosa 6hah 37 bohhh- 
xa ot MecranH pHMCKH rapHH30H, 5KHBHAH no BpeMC Ha ynpaBAe- 
HiieTO «a HMnepaTop ^.HOKAeHwaH (284-305 r.). 

Ilpe3 343 r., b MHTponoAHTCKaTa KaTeApaAa ce cbcroHA utpKOBeH 
ci>6op na epeTHHHTe-apnaHH H3roHeHH ot o(j>HUHaAHRH Bccachckh 
Ob6op Ha OpaBOCAaBHaTa uybpKBa b CepAHKa (Co^hh). FIpaBocAa- 
BHeTO 6"bp3o BTj3B-bpHaAO HaAMomwe b rpaAa h ot nepHOAa 347-458 
r. ca H3BecTHH HMeHaTa Ha hhkoako opTOAOKcaAHii enHcxonH. 

Ot 836 r. rpaAtT e nacT ot EiArapMH. Mmcto Rao(b) ahb 3a m>p- 
bm hi>t ce cnoMeHaBa npe3 X BeK. 

48. Metropolis church of Trimontium (Plovdiv) 

The great Metropolis Cathedral of Roman Plovdiv is located 
some 100 m. east from the central square right in front of the catho- 
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lie church St. Ludovic. It is one of the largest Christian temples ever 
existed and dates from the early 4 th century. 

The whole complex featuring the three nave basilica with huge 
atrium sfhd portico was with impressive dimensions of 87/39 m. 
Small remnants of color paintings were found in the church half 
round apse. The biggest marble ambo (7-2 m, long) ever found in 
Bulgaria was located in the central nave just in front of the altar 
space and slightly south from the church's central axis. 

The vast main body of the church - its naos - was 57 m. long and 
39 m. wide. All parts of the church had decorated mosaic floors. 
More than 700 square meters of splendid Roman color mosaics 
still lay in situ. One of the most beautiful elements is the so-called 
Fountain of Life scene which stands in the south nave. The mosa- 
ics of earlier and smaller basilica were also found. The Metropolis 
church of Plovdiv functioned until the end of 6 th century and later 
a medieval necropolis developed above its ruins. 

Today only parts of the massive foundations with colonnade 
which go 2.5 m underground are visible but the city plans include 
proper exposition of the church. The monument was explored byE. 
Kesyakovain the mid 1980s. 

48. MHTponoAH-HTa Ha TpHMOHTiiyM (IIaobahb) 

PyMHHTe Ha orpoMHaTa MHTponoAtrrcKa KaxeApaAa HapHMCKHH 
ITaobamb vioraT Aa 6±>AaT pa3rAeAaHH b npocipaHCTBOTO npeA 
cbBpeMCHHaTa KaTOAHHecica u-bpKBi „Cb. Ak>aobhk m . U'bpKBaTa e 
6nAa eAHH ot Han-BHyuiHTeAHHTe xpHCTHiiHCKH crpaAH BT>o6me, 
HweTo M3rpa>KAaHe 6hao 3aBT>pnieH0 npeAH 343 r. 

U,eAMKT XpaM, KOMTO 6 HA CBCTaBeH OT TpKKOpa6Ha 6a3HAMKa c 

orpoMen nopTHK m o6iinipeH A^op, MAiaA pa3MepM 87 m. At-'V^KiiHa 

H 39 M. UlIipHHa. CaCAH OT IJBeTHaTa My CTeHOnHC Ca OTKpHTH B 

noAyKp^rAiTa ancMAa. Hafi-roAeMHHT MpaMopeH aMBOH, OTKpHBaH 
HHKora b 6i>ArapcKHTe 3eMH, c A^AXPiHa 7.2 m,, e cto^a npe^ OATa- 
pa, AeKO BCTpaHH ot ueHTpaAHaTa oc Ha ijtpKBaTa. 
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Bi/rpeiiiHOTQ npodpaHCTBO Ha KaTCApaAaTa 6hao c pa3Mepn 

57/39 M. BcMHKM nOMCLHeHHH 6hAH 3aCTAaHM C l^BeTHH M033HKH. 

HaA 700 m 2 npexpacHH pa3H0iiBeTHH KOMno3HUHM ot pHMCKa mo- 
3aHica Bee ome aokst in situ. EAHa or Haw-KpacMBHTe cijeHH, OTKpK- 
Ta b iotkhhr KOpa6 Ha Lj-bpKBaTa, e „H3Bopa Ha^KMBora" - aHTHHCH 
motmb c ABe nranH Kpan <]>OHTaH. 

rioA M03aHKHTe Ha BHyniHTeAHiiTa crpaAa e otkpht Apyr M03a- 
eneH noA Ha no-paHHa m no-MaAKa no pa3Mepn Lp>pKBa, Haii-Bepo- 
atho cbmecTBysaAa b nepHOAa 3 1 3-325 r. 

MwTponoAHTCKaTaKaTeApaAa hi FLvobamb c^yHKijHOHiipaAa ao 
kim Kpajr Ha VI BeK, a npe3 CpeAHOBeicoBHeTO Btpxy pyHHHTe k ce 

pa3iipocTpHAo rpo6nme- 

K*bm 201 1 r. e bhahm CTHAo6aTT>T Ha crpaAaTa, c ochobh Ha ko- 
aohh, ho nAaHOBde 3a pa3BOTwe Ha rpaAa BKAK)4BaT eKcnoHMpaHe 
Ha Li-bpKBaTa. Pa3KomcHTe Ha o6eKTa b cpeAaTa Ha 80-T-e toahhh Ha 
XX BeK ca p-bKOBOAeHH ot Ea. KecitKOBa. 






49. The Roman Theatre of Trirnontium (Plovdiv) 

The most famous tourist attraction of Plovdiv is the Roman 
Theater, situated in the city center above the tunnel of Tsar Boris III 
blvd. If you came in the city from Sofia and across the Maritza River it 
could be a beautiful ending for your walk in die Plovdiv s Old Town. 

The theatre was built in the 2 nd century AD at the time of the 
Roman Emperor Trayan. It has around 7000 seats. Each section of 
seating had the names of the city quarters engraved on the benches 
so the citizens at the time knew where they were to sit. The theater 
was damaged in the 5 tK century by Atilla the Hun* 

The theater was found in the early 1970s due to a landslide which 
led to a major archeological excavation including the removal of 1 5 
feet of earth covering what was leit underground. 

Visitors are able to enjoy the grand splendour of the theatre dur- 
ing the summer months when theatrical plays and musical shows 
take place here. 



— 107 — 



49. Phmckhht Teaxtp Ha TpiiMOHTityM (IIaobahb) 

HaH-3Ha.4HM'dTaTypHCTi-iMecKa aipaKuiiK b Haobahb e phmckhk 
TeaTi>p, kohto ce Haiviupa HaA TyHeAa Ha 6yA. LJap Bopwc III. Pa3- 
noAO>KeH b K»KHaTa nepuc^epHfl Ha CTapHH rpaA, tom e HyACceH ^w- 
HaA 3a TypncTHHecKa o6HKOAKa Ha KOMnACKca. 

TeaT-bptT 6ha nocTpoeH npe3 II Bex, no Bpeivie Ha ynpaBAeHne- 
to Ha HMnepaTop Tpa^H (98- 1 17 r.), h pa3noAara c h&a 7000 ceA-fl- 
ihh Mecra. ^KHTeAHTe Ha pa3AM4HHre rpaACKH KBapTaAH 6mah Ha- 
coHBaHtr ot cneu;HaAHM Ta6eAH A a 3aeMaT MecraTa ch b chOTBeTHHjr 
ceKxop. C&op'bJKeHHeTO nocTpaAaAO npw HanaACHHeTO Ha xyHHTe 
Ha AxMAa npe3 V BeK. 

EiAOBAMBCKM^T pPIMCKH TeaTbp 6wA OTKpHT npe3 70-Te rOAMHH 

Ha XX BeKCAeA3aAewcTBaAO ce cBAanume, KoeTOCTaHaAO npn^HHa 
3a l^aocthh apxeoAorHHecKH pa3Kom<H. 

npe3 ACTHHa ce30H Ha cijeHaTa Ha pecraBpHpaHM* Tearbp ce 

npOBe>KAaT pa3AH l IHH KyATypHH Cb6HTHJI. 

50. The Roman Stadium of Trirnontium (Plovdiv) 

The stadium of ancient Trirnontium is among the largest Roman 
structures in Europe. The massive edifice is 180 m. long and had a 
capacity of over 30 000 seats. It is believed that it was built during 
the reign of Septimus Scverus (193-211 AD). 

Discovered in the 1970s, it has never been fully exposed, as most 
of its 1 80-meter length lies underneath the city s principal shopping 
street. Apart of the edifice can be observed from the Dzhumayata 
Square, the rest of it still lies underground. 

The ancient Roman Stadium in the heart of the Bulgarian city 
of Plovdiv is to be restored in an archaeological project. First part 
of the exposition of the monument is planned for the summer of 
2011. 
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SO. Phmckiwt aaAHOHHa TpHMOHTHyM (IIaobahb) 

Otkphthht b IIaobahb phmckh ctoahoh c cpeA Hafi-roAeMHTC 

pHMCKH CbOpT^eHHfl B HHAa EBpona. BHyillHTeAHOTO CLopi>>KeHne 

e Ai>Aro 180 m. h e cb6npaAO no TpH6yHMTe cm HaA 30000 AyuiM. 
CTaAHOHT>T e M3AMrHaT no BpeMero Ha piMncpaTop Ccitthmhh Ce- 

aep (193-21 In). 

npOBGA^HMre npC3 70-re toahhh Ha XX bck apxeoAorH4CCKH 
pa3KonKH TaKa h He pa3KpiiAH craAHona b HeroBaTa u^aoct. EAHa 
roA^Ma nacT ot Hero ocraHaAa noA ijeHTpaAHaTa TtproBCKa yAtma 
Ha IIaobahb. 06ckti>t e 4acTH4HO bhahm ot riAomaA A>Ky*MaHTa. 

ripe3 nvpBOTO AeceTHAeTHe Ha XXI BeK e cbcraBeH npoeKT no 
qnAOCTHOTO pecraBpupaHe Ha puMCKRa CTaAHOH. ripeABHMCAa ce 
ot asitoto Ha 201 1 r. Aa 3anoMHe HeroBOTO eKcnoHiipaHe m npeBpT>- 
maHeTO My b ocnoBHa TypncTHHecKa aTpaKLjufl Ha FIaobahb. 

5 1 . The Bachkovo monastery 

One of the oldest monasteries in Europe was established near 
the village of Bachkovo (23 km. south of Plovdiv) by the Georgian 
leader of the Byzantine army Gregory Bakuriani in 1083 AD. The 
earliest buildings of the monastery are the Bakuriani ossuary (lT h 
century) and St. Archangels church (13 ch century). The ossuary 
which is located 300 m. north of the main complex has some of the 
most ancient wall paintings in Bulgaria. 

The medieval library which rose in the first two hundred years of its 
existence was across point for cultural contacts between Georgian and 
Byzantine monks and it still preserves an icon from that time. And this 
is not some ordinary icon but the miraculous Holy Mother of God - 
Tender Mercy, made by the St. Luke as the legend goes. Nowadays the 
icon is worshipped as one of the three Great Icons of Bulgaria along 
with the Holy Mother of God from Troyan and Rila monastery. 

Another huge event of the same 13 ch century was the building of 
one of the monastery churches - Holy Apostles. 
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Later, in 1344, the monastery became part of the Second Bulgar- 
ian Kingdom during the reign of King Ivan Alexander. From the 
time of his reign in the monastery one could see some of the finest 
wall paintings and the famous Bulgarian medieval icon Gathering 
of the Archangels. After the fall under Ottoman yoke in 1364 the 
monastery continued its literature activities until 15 th century. In 
1604 the main church of the monastery was raised - Holy Moth- 
er of God, on the exact place of the original 1 1 th century church. 
The most precious work of medieval craft is its wooden iconostasis 
which has been made in the first decades of 1 7 th century. The church 
was richly decorated in 1643 and in the same year were made the 
famous paintings in the dining room with astonishing scenes like 
that of the Judgement day and also some images of antique philoso- 
phers. 

The monastery church in the southern yard named after St. 
Nicholas was built in 1834. In 1839—1841 the famous painter Za- 
harii Zograf worked on its wall paintings. 

The monastery is the final resting place of the last medieval Pa- 
triarch of Bulgarian Orthodox Church - Evtimii Turnovski (c. 
1320-April 4* 1404) and of the first heads of the independent 
church of the Third Bulgarian Kingdom - Exarch Stefan (1878— 

1957) and Patriarch Cyril (1901-1971). 

Each year on the second day of Easter holidays the miraculous 
icon of Holy Mother of God of Bachkovo is driven by the faithful 
to the place of its ancient landing in the holy spot called Kluviata 
where huge celebrations take place. 



51. Ea^KOBCKJIflTMaHaCTHp 






MaHacTidptT Kpaft ceAO BaHKOBo (23 km. io^kho ot ITaobahb) 
e e^MH ot HaM-CTapirre MamcTHpM b EBpona. Toil 6ha nocTpoeH 

OT pHMCKHJl (BH3aHTMKCKH) BOCHaHlAHHIC OT Tpy3MHCKH npOM3XOA 

TpuropMH BaKypnaHPi npe3 1083 r. CpeA rn>pBHTe crpaAH Ha Ma- 
HacTwpa 6m am BaKypMaHOBaTa KOCTHHija (XI b.) h LVbpKBaTa „Cb. 
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ApxaHreAn" (XIII b.)- B KocTHHuaTa, kohto ce HaMupa Ha 300 m. 

OT OCHOBHHfl KOMriAeKC, H AO AHCC CI BHAHMH CAHH OT HaH-paHHH- 

Te CTeHonHCH b 6tArapcKHTe 3eMH. 

npe3 XII h XIII BeK b MaHacTHpa ce pa3BHAa KHH>KOBHa LUKOAa, 

B KOHTO 6HA OCtmeCTBflBaH KyATypeH o6MeH Me^CAy BH3aHTHHCKH 
H rpy3PIHGKH Ay^OBHHLlH H npOCBCTMTeAH. 

MaHacmp-bT npHTexcaBa hhkoako hkohh ot Te3H BpeMeHa, 
bkakdmhtcaho HyAOTBopHaTa HKOHa Ha Cb. BoropoAHua - EAeyca 
(yMHAeMwe), kohto cnopeA npeAaHHeTO e a^ao na caMHS eBaHre- 
amct Ayica. Th 6HAa noAapeHa Ha ManacTupa npe3 1311 r. ot ABaMa 
m>TemecTBeHHiiH - AiaHacHH h Oxponnp. ToBa e eAHa ot TpHre 
Haw-noiHTaHH hkohh b Ei>ArapHH, 3aeAHO c 6oropOAHMHHTe hko- 
hh OT TpOHHCKHH H PllACKHH MaHaCTMp. 

npe3 1344 r., no BpeMe Ha ynpaBAemieTo Ha uap MBaH Aack- 
caHAtp, MaHacTHpiT e bkaiohch b iipeAeAHTe Ha Btopoto 6i>Arap- 
cko napcTBO. Otto3H nepnoA ca mho>kcctbo ot CTenonHCHTe b Ma- 
HacTHpa, KaKTo h H3BecTHaTa hkohs „Ct6op Ha apxaHreAHTe Mh- 
xaHA h [aBpnHA", n3A03KeHa b HaiinoHaAHaTa raAepna b Co^w. 

Caca naAaHeTo Ha MaHacrapa noA OcMaHCKO po6cTBO npe3 1 364 
r. KHHJKOBHaia achhoct b Hero npoA*bA3KHAa a° XV Bex. ripe3 1604 
r. 6wAa H3AHrHaTa ocHOBHaTa MaHacTHpcKa u/bpKBa „Cb. EoropoAH- 
iia" Ha tohhoto mhcto Ha opurHHaAHaia u>pKBa ot XI BeK. IlpeKpa- 
ceH o6pa3en Ha AT>pBope36apc.KOTO H3KycTBO e hchhhh HKOHocTac, 
H3pa6oTCH npe3 ni>pBHTe AeceTHAeTRa Ha XVII BeK. XpaMtT 6ha 
3orpa(j>McaH npe3 1643 r., a ot cbmara roAHHa A'^npaT BnenaTAHBa- 
uiHTe cTeHonncH b MaHacTHpcKaTa KyxHH, cpeA kohto ce oTKponBaT 
cijeHaTa „CTpauiHHH ct»a" h o6pa3HTe Ha hhkoh aHTMHHH (j)HAOCO(f>H. 

UijpKBaTa „Cb. HHKOAa", pa3noAO>KeHa b kmkhhh ABOp Ha Ma- 
HacTHpa, e nocTpoeHa npe3 1834 r. Ilo hchhoto H3riHCBaHe b ro- 
AHHHTe 1839-1841 r. e pa6oTHA H3BecTHHH 6tArapcKH xyAoacmiK 
3axapn3orpa<^. 

FIpeAnoAara ce, ne b MaHacTHpa npeKapaA CBOHTe nocAeAHH 
Ahh 6-bArapcKHx naTpnapx Cb. Ebthmhh Tt»phobckh, kohto noMH- 
HaA Ha 4 anpHA 1404 r. Tvk ca h rpo6oBeTe Ha n-bpBHTe irbpKOBHH 
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p'bKOBOAHTCAH ot BpeMeTO Ha TpeTOTO 6-bArapcKO uapcrBO - eK- 
3apxCTecJ)aH (1878- 1957 r.) H naTpMapxKHpH/v( 1901-1971 rj. 
BcHKa roAHHa, Ha BTopwa a^h ot Bcahkachckmtc npa3H*mn, 
MyAOTBOpHaTa iiKOHa Ha Cb. EoropoAHLja ce H3Hacx 3a ahthhho 
uiecTBHe ao MecTHOcrra „KAyBHflTa", KtA^To cnopeA AereHAaia t^ 
3araAi>HHO ce noHBHAa b OTAaBHa oTMHHaAH BpeMCHa. 






52, Red church near Pcrushtitza 



The Red church near Perushtitsa (15 km. southwest of Plov- 
div) has unique plan in early Christian architecture worldwide. It 
is also one ot the most well preserved early Christian monuments 
in Bulgaria. Archaeological diggings in the church's surroundings 
were made in 1915, 1921 and 1981. The Bulgarian architect Dora 
Panayotova published in 1956 her vision of the complete recon- 
struction of the monument. The still visible medieval frescoes were 
published by the famous archaeologist A. Grabar. 

The first building in the early Christian complex was a four- 
conch martyrium with two surrounding corridors from both sides 
(north and south). It was built in the end of 4 th century as a me- 
morial for an early Christian bishop just a few miles south of Via 
Militaris - the main road of the Roman Empire. In 6 tK century an 
apse was built at the place of the eastern conch, the narthex and the 
exo -narthex were detached to the western wall and the whole build- 
ing took shape of a church. The small chapel on the south side of the 
narthex and the baptistery with its four leaf shaped pool made by 
pink marble on the north side of the exo-narthex gave to the whole 
complex impressive look. In the li rh century the second layer of 
wall paintings was laid and a portico from the west was built. From 
that time started the development of the necropolis in church's sur- 
roundings. 
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52. MepBeHaTa i^tpKBa Kpaw riepymMna 

MepBeHaTa u^pKBa Kpaw rpaA riepympma (IS km. ioro3anaAHO 

OT TIaOBAHb) e pSHHOXpiiCTHflHCKH XpaM C a6cOAK)THO yHHKaAHa 

b CBeTOBCH Mama6 apxHTeKTypa. CrpaAaTa e h eAHa ot Haw-Ao6pe 
ctxpaHHAHTe ce npe3 BpeMeTO naMeTHHijM ot enoxaTa Ha Kt-CHaTa 

aHTHHHOCT U PaHHOTO XpMCTHHHCTBO - IV- VI BCK. 

MaciHHHH apxeoAorH4ecKK npoy^BaHHA Ha TepeHa, Bi>pxy koh- 
Toeri3rpaAeHau,i>pKBaTa, canposeAeHM npe3 1915, 1921 n 1981 r. 
ApxHTeKTKaTa A°P a riaHawoTOBa ny6AHKyBa npe3 1956 r. ohaoct- 
Ha apxMTeKTypHa BT?3CTaHOBKa Ha MOHyMeHTa. CpeAHOBeKOBHHTe 

CTeHOnHCH, OLICAeAH npeAHMHO B 3aCAOHCHHTe CBOAOBe Ha Ln>pK- 

sara, ca ny6AHKyBaHn ot CBeTOBHOK3BecTHM^ apxeoAor A. Ipa6ap. 
OpwrMHaAHaTa crpaAa 6HAa H3AnrHaTa b Kpa^ Ha IV Bex Ha 
AeceTMHa KHAOMdpa k)>kho ot ocHOBHaTa 6aAKaHCKa m/ma ah- 
HHii Ha PwMCKaTa HMnepH* — Bna MnAHTapHc, Me>KAy rpaAOBeTe 
TpuMOHTHyM (FIaobahb) h Becanapa (ria3apA>KH]c). Th HMaAa 
<j>opMaTa Ha HeTMpHKOHxaAeH MapTHpHM — MeMopi-iaAHa u;i>pKBa, 
nocseTeHa Ha paHHOxpHcnuiHCKH mi>mchhk mam ac^tca Ha Lj-bpK- 
BaTa, c ^opMaTa Ha cbo6oach KptCT h ABa orpaxcA&u-lH KopwAO- 
pa c hoichh <J)yH*mHH okoao ceBepHaTa h K)>KHaTa cTCHa. Ilpes 
VI BeK M3TOHHaTa KOHxa 6wAa ci>6opeHa h Ha hcmho macto 6wAa 
o(J>opMeHa ancHAa, kohto c Ao6aBeHHTC ot 3anaA ABa npHTBopa, 
^>HKCnpaAa HOBiiii o6ahk Ha crpaA^Ta KaTO THnHHHa paHHOxpHO 
TKHHCxa ijvpKBa. #bho no TOBa BpeMe, BepoKTHO npH 3acHAeHaTa 
CTpoHTeAHa achhoct Ha HMnepaTop lOcTHHHaH, B"b3noivieHaTeA- 
HMTe CAy^c6w, H3B-bpniBaHH b crpaAaTa, npeMKHaAM b u^AOCTHa 
AMTyprHMHa CAy>K6a h 6po*T Ha cT>6wpamHTC ce b xpaMa noceTH- 
TeAM onpeAeAHA Hy>KAaTa ot pa3uiKpcHHe. A°6aBeHH#T MaAi>K 
napaKAHc c bxoa ot K»KHaTa CTpaHa Ha BtTpeiuHHit npHTBop, 
KaKTO h 6am\HCTepH.a c KptcTOBHAHa nHCLtHHa ot po30B MpaMop, 
npMKa4eH kt>m ceBepHaTa cTeHa Ha BtHiuHH* npHTBop, npnAaAH 
Ha xpaiwa HancTHHa BHyuiHTeAeH o6ahk. FIpe3 XI bck 6ha HaHe- 
ceH BTopn caoh ot CTeHOnHCH h bxoat>t Ha ui>pKBaTa 6ma yi<:pa- 
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cen c nopTHK ot neTHpM koaohh. Flo Tosa BpeMe 3anOHHaAO H 
M3rpa^AaHeTO Ha HeKponoA okoao ivbpKBaTa. 

MepBeHaT.i iji>pKBa Kpau Oepymnua e M3KAJ-OHHTeAeH apxMTeK- 
TypcH uieAbOB'bp ot paHHOxpHCTHXHCKaTa cnoxa, kohto Tpiibna a^ 
6ibAe noAo6aBamo chxpaHCH, a 3amo He, m Hani>AHO B*b3CTaHOBeH? 



53* The Forest of the Cross 






Deep in the very heart of Rhodope mountain stands the mon- 
astery of Holy Trinity. It can be found in the so-called Forest of the 
Cross, 58 km. south of Plovdiv. The earliest mention of the mon- 
astery from 14 th century describes it as a huge complex with 200 
monks under the supervision of the famous Bachkovo monastery. 
A legend tells about even earlier origin of the Holy Trinity church 
which was built by Korrnisosh, son of Boris I - the first Bulgarian 
Orthodox king in 9 th century. 

After the tall of Constantinople in 1453 AD a relic of the True 
Cross was bought by monks of Bachkovo from the Turks' sultan 
and hidden in the Holy Trinity monastery 

Since the Christian complex was recovered after the tall of the 
communist regime in 1990s many believers had their miraculous 
healing around the place where the relic of the True Cross was bur- 
ied. 

53. Kp-bCTOBa ropa 

MaHacTHptT „Cb. Tpomja" b MecTHOdTa „KpT>CTOBa ropa", 
kobto ce HaMupa Ha 58 km. khkho ot FIaobahb, e eAHO ot naH-nocc- 
maBaHHTe noKAOHHunecKH Mecra b EbArapuH. Ocbch c KpacHBaTa 
en npnpoAa, „KpT»cTOBa ropa" e H3BecrHa u c mho^kcctboto cAynaH 
Ha nyAOAeHHH H3u,eAeHH.H H noMom CBMiue, npe>KHBflHH or noceTM- 
TeAHTe Ha Toea cneurraAHO mhcto. 

HaK-paHHHTe cBeAeHHii 3a MaHacTHpa ca ot XIV BeK h onucBaT 
o6HTeATa KaTo Ao6pe (^yHKijHOHHpama o6lhhoct, c HaA 200 MOHa- 
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ch, noA KDpMCA.MKLiH^Ta Ha BaHKOBCKHH MaHCTMp. CnopeA npeAi-i- 
HH»Ta MaHacTHptx „Cb. Tpowua" e ocnoBaH oiye npe3 IX BeK or 
CHHa Ha uap Bopnc I noKpijCTHTeA - KopMMcoui. 

Caca naAa-HeTO Ha KoHcraHTMHonoA npe3 1453 r. MOHacirre ot 
BaMKOBCKH^I MaHaCTHp OTKynHAH OT TypCKHfl cyATaH peAHKBapHfi 
c MacTHqa ot Kp-bCTa, Ha kohto 6ha pa3nHaT Mcyc Xpucroc m ro 
npeA^AM Ha ctxpaHeHHe b NtaHacTMpa „Cb. Tpotma" Ha „Kpi>CTo- 
sa ropa". Caca naAaHCTo Ha KOMyHHCTHHecKW^ peaaiM npe3 1990 
r. „Kpi>cTOBa ropa" ce npes^pHa b npeAnoHHTaH noKAOHminecKH 
ijeHTbp c o^wuHaAeH npa3HMK 14 cemeMBpH (KpT>CTOBAeH). Ot- 
ToraBa CHAaTa Ha yKpMTaTa b MecmocTTapeAMKBa c6bABa moawt- 

BHTC Ha XHAJIAHTC nOCCTHTCAH. 



54. Elenska basilica near Pirdop 






The so-called Elenska basilica which original name according to 
the locals was St. Prophet Elijah still stands in a beautiful valley on 
the southern slopes of die Scara planina (Balkan) mountain. The 
nearest city Pirdop is only about 3 km. away and the distance from 
the capital of Sofia can be travelled for about 2 hours. 

The church dates from the end of 5 th century. It was first explored 
by P. Mutafchiev in 1913- Its plan is of a classic three nave basilica 
with apse on every eastern end of the naves. No doubt the unique 
part of the complex was its massive fortress wall. The wall was 1.60 
m. wide with round towers in all of the four corners. The entrance 
to the complex was on its western wall. A vast yard filled the space 
between the entrance of the wall and the church. One small gate- 
way was found on the north eastern part of the wall but its function 
is not quite clear yet. 

During the diggings in the early Christian complex many marble 
fragments and bricks engraved with different symbols were found. 
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54. EAeHCKaTa 6a3HAHKa „Cb. npop. Hah*" 

Kpan rinpAon 

TaKa HapeneHaTa „EAeHCKa 6a3MAHKa", hhcto opurnHaAHO HMe 
cnopeA MecTHHTe npeAaHHi* 6hao „Cbcth npopoK Hamh", ce Ha- 
MHpa B PI3KAI0MHTCAH0 Kpacusa cTaponAaHHHCKa MeCTHOCr, Ha 3 
km- h3tohho ot rpaA ITHpAon. U/bpivBaTa e nocTpoeHa b Kpan Ha V 
BeK, a rrbpBOTO h npoy^BaHe e acao Ha IT. Myra^weB npe3 1913 r. 

L^^pKBara 6nAa TpHKopa6Ha 6a3HAHKa c Tpn ancHAH, a Haft-xa- 
paKTepHaTa h oco6choct e KpenocTHaTa creHa, c koato 6nAa orpa- 
AeHa crpaA^Ta. h A^opa npeA Hea. CieHaTa 6wAa c MacHBHa koh- 
QTpyKU.HH - A^6eAPiHaTa Ha ctchhtc AOCTHraAa 1.60 m., a b hcth- 
pHTe T>rbAa 6hah H3AHrHara 6ohhh KyAH. Bxoat>t, kt>m TaKa o6e30- 
naceHHH KOMnAeKC, ce HaMHpaA Ha 3anaAHaTa nacr ot KpenocTHaTa 
cTeHa. /\pyra MaAKa BpaTa c HeH3.HCHeHa ^juku^hh e cmcpHTa b 
ceBepoH3TOMHH5i xpafi Ha cTeHara. A B °pT>T Me^<Ay 3anaAHaTa nop- 
Ta m i^i>pKBaTa 6ha npocropeH. npM pa3KonKHTe Ha KOMnAeKca ca 

OTKpHTK MHO)KeCTBO H3H111HH apXHTdCTypHH eACMeHTH OT MpaMOp 
M TyXAM C HaAnHCH. 

55. Koprivshtitza 

The beautiful small traditional Bulgarian city of Koprivshtitza 
(100 km. east of Sofia) was formed in the end of 15 th century. It had 
a significant role in Bulgaria national revival from the first half of 
19 th century- The city consists of more than 400 architectural mas- 
terpieces and between them are the 6 houses of the most famous 
citizens turned into museums. The "big 6" are the birth places of the 
writers Lyuben KaraveLov and Dimcho Debeiyanov, revolutionary 
heroes George Benkovski and Todor Kableshkov, and the ethno- 
museums "Oslekova" and "Lyutova" house. 

In Kopnvshtitsa was the first Bulgarian class school by Naydcn 
Gerov in 1846. Here started the April Uprising in 1876 — a huge 
battle for the national liberation. Its anniversary is celebrated every 
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year on the 2 nd of May, which is also the official holiday of Koprivs- 
htitza. 

There are many cultural events in the summer as reading of D. 
DebelyanoYs poetry evenings and festivals of folldore groups for 
traditional music and dances. All of the museums of the city work 
everyday -Winter: 9.00-17.00 and Summer: 9.30-17.30. 

55. KonpHBmHija 

KonpHBIUHLia (100 KM. H3TOHHO OT Co(j>H#) BT>3HHKHaAa KaTO 

ceAHUje npe3 XV BeK Ha ceBepHH.a ckaoh Ha CpeAHa ropa. IpaAT>T 
e H3BecTeH Han -Bene KaTO 3HaHHM KyATypeH ijeHTbp b roAMHHTe Ha 
6i>ArapcKOTO B"b3pa>KAaHe npe3 m>pBaTa noAOBHHa Ha XIX Bex. 
HaA 400 ot Ki>mHTe b KonpHBinniia ca cpeA HaH-Ao6pHTe o6pa- 
3UH Ha B"b3poKAeHCKaTa apxHTeKTypa, KaTO 6 ot tax - AOMOBeTe 
Ha HaH-BHAHHTe wecTHH jkhtcah ca npeBT>pHaTH b MV3en. ToBa ca 
K-biiiHTe Ha nucaTeAMTe Aio6eH KapaBeAOB h Ammho A^cahhob, 
peBOAioitHOHepHTe IeoprH Bchkobckh h ToAop Ka6AeuiKOB, h eT- 
Horpa<j)CKHTe My3eHTe „OcAeKOBa" h „AioTOBa" Ktiiia. 

B KonpHBiiiHiia HaHAeH IepoB ocHOBaA ntpBOTO KAacno vhh- 
AHine b B"bArapH« npe3 1 846 r. B rpaAa 6hao o6hbcho Ha^aAOTO Ha 
AnpHACKoro Bi>CTaHHe npe3 1876 r. ToAHiuHKHaTa ot BtciaHneTO 
ce npa3HVBa Bcjuca roAHHa Ha 2 Man, KoraTO e h ocJ)MiiHaAHH.Ji npa3- 
hhk Ha KonpHBLUHira. 

Ilpe3 AeTHH« ce30H b rpaAa ce npoBe>KAaT MHoro KyATypHH ct>- 

6nTHfl, CpeA KOHTO Ca AHTepaTypHHTe HCTeHRH Ha TBOpHeCTBOTO Ha 

Ammho Ae6eAHHOB h (JpecTHBaAHTe 3a HapOAHa My3MKa h TaHiiH. 
Bchhkh My3en b rpaAa pa6oTHT okcahcbho npe3 3MMaTa ot 9.00 

AO 17.00 H. H AflTOTO OT 9.30 ao 17.30 H. 

56. Thracian tomb of Kazanlak. 

The Kazanlak tomb was found by accident, upon digging a war 
trench nearby the town of Kazanlak (235 km. east of Sofia), on 
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April 19, 1944. It is dated to the end of 4 th - beginning of 3 rd cen- 
tury BO It was built of bricks, and the whole bulk is covered with 
small stones on the outside. Upon entering, there is an antecham- 
ber, a corridor and a dome tomb chamber. The entrance is turned 
to the south. The tomb is well known for its unique wall-paintings 
in the corridor and the dome chamber - among the most well- 
preserved antique wall-paintings. They cover the chamber and the 
corridor on a surface of 40 m2. Fighting scenes are painted in the 
corridor, and in the chamber one can see the unique scene of kings' 
celebration which some scientists explain as a funeral feast. Kings 
bride salutes the King by taking his hand and three riding chariots 
and many servants are escorting him. If the monument was really a 
tomb - even though its "burial" chamber is too small for any sar- 
cophagus, the scene may represent some of the favourite moments 
of the rulers life. 

The frescoes are prominent for their great realism and high artis- 
tic mastery. After it was found the tomb place was integrated into 
a special protective air-conditioned building to preserve the wall- 
paintings. An exact replica of the tomb place was built next to the 
location, which gives the tourists the possibility to get acquainted 
with this culture monument. The tomb place was included in 1979 
in the UNESCO list of world cultural heritage. 

Another Thracian tomb with wall paintings was found near rhe 
village of AJexandrovo. It is in the process of conservation (201 1). 

56. Ka3aHAi>iiiKaTa rpo6iiHija 

CBeTOBHOH3BecTHaia aHTHHHa rpo6HHLja ct>c creHonHCH e ot- 

KpHTa CA) ri iaHHO B nOKpatlHMHUTe Ha Ka3aHAT>K (235 KM. H3TOHHO 

ot Co(j>H^) Ha 19 anpHA 1944 r. A^npaHa kt>m Kpaa Ha IV u Hana- 
aoto Ha III eeK np. Xp., th 6tiAa H3rpaAeHa ot TyxAH h yKpeneHa 

OTBT>H C oSAHIJOBKa OT KaMT»HM. IlOMemeHMHTa, OT KOHTO Ce CbC- 

tom rpo6HHLiaTa > ot lor Ha ceBep, ca cbTBeTHo: npeABepi-ie, Kopn- 
Aop h KouiepoBHAHa rpo6Ha icaMepa. 
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dcHonHCHTe, aohccah cBeTOBHa CAasa Ha o6eKTa, ca pa3noAO- 
^cchii BT>pxy ABde cTeHH Ha KopiiAopa h B-bpxy TaBaHa Ha rpobHaTa 
KaMepa, Hao6ma nAOin 40 m 2 . Te ca caho ot Han-Ao6pe 3ana3CHH- 
Te npow3BeAeHMH Ha aHTHMHaxa JKHBonwc b cBCTa. B KopHAopa Ha 
rpo6HHnaxa ca H3o6pa3eHH 6ohhh cijeHH, a b rpo6Haia KaMepa - 
uapCKa npa3HHMHa Tpane3a, T"bAxyBaHa ot h^kok KaTO norpe6aAeH 
puTyaA. LJap^T e M3o6pa3CH etc 3AaTeH BeHeu Ha EAaBaia, kohto 

CHiie KaTO CAbHMCBH AbHH. ToH A*>p>KH pi>KaTa Ha CBOHTa CBCHAHBa 

6yAKa, a okoao tux ca pa3noAO»:cHH o6pa3HTe Ha CAyni, My3iiKaHTM 
h npenycKamii koacchhijh. Ako chopT>KeHHeTO HancrHHa e CAy- 
xmao 3a rpo6HHi;a, Bi>npeKM, ne „rpo6HaTa" KaMepa He 6m MorAa 
Aa no6epe capKO(j>ar, to 3a Ta3H cuem MO^ce a^ ce npeAnoAO^cn, *ie 
npcACTaB^ ak)6hm momcht ot >KHBOTa Ha BAaA^TeA^. 

KaTO u^ao CTeHonHCHTe Ha KasaHAtniKaxa rpo6HHija ce otah- 

HaBaT CT>C CMACH peaAH3'bM Ha o6pa3HTC, nOCTHTHaT C PI3KAK)HHTeA- 
HO BMCOK npO(J>eCMOHaAM3'bM OT Hekl3BeCTHM# MM aBTOp. 

CaCA OTKpMTMCTO Ha TOBa yHMKaAHO npOM3BeACHMe Ha aHTHH- 

hoto H3KycTBO, okoao rpoGHHijaTa e H3rpaAeHO noMemeHiie, 3a 
noApi>;KKa Ha noAXOA^mH 3a CTeHomicMTe ycAOBHfl. 3a TypncTHHe- 
ckh nocemeHHH e ci>3AaAeHO a6coAK)THO tohho Konne Ha o6cKTa b 
HenocpeACTBeHa 6ah3oct. FIpe3 1979 r. Ka3aHAi>iiiKaTa rpo6HHu;a 
c BKAioneHa b cnncbKa Ha IOHECKO 3a cbctobho KyATypHO Ha- 

CAeACTBO. 

Apyra TpaKHHCKa rpo6HHija etc creHonncn e oTKpHTa Ha cto- 
THHa KHAOvieTpa h3Tohho ot Ka3aHAi>K - Kpaft ceAO AAeKcaHApo- 
bo. KbM 201 1 r. tx e b npoijec Ha KOHcepBaijun. 






57. The tomb of Seuthus III 

The Valley of the Thracian kings consists of several dozens an- 
tique burial mounds of Thracian rulers and nobles from 5 th -2 nd cen- 
tury BC. It is located in the beautiful valley of Tundzha river, below 
the mighty peaks of the Balkan mountain. 

Southwest of Kazanlak city (235 km. east of Sofia) with its fa- 
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mous tomb, part of the UNESCO Heritage list, in 1948 was found 
the town of Seutopolis, capital of the Thracian King Seuthus III, 
dated from the end of 4 th century BC. It was studied in 1955 and 
then the dam lake Koprinka was built on top of it. The ancient city 
still lay at the bottom of that lake although some projects exist for 
its exposition. 

The tomb of the ruler of the city - King Seuthus III was found 
on October 4 th 2004 during the archaeological diggings in the so- 
called Golyamata Kosmatka mound. The mound is situated 10 km. 
north of Kazanlak and several hundred meters south of the Shipka 
village. The temple which functioned here from the end of 5 th until 
the beginning of the 3 ,d century BC then became the final resting 
place of Seuthus. A ritual burial of a bronze head from a statue of 
the ruler was found seven metres from the facade. A 13-metre ritu- 
ally burned down corridor leads to the interior of the burial build- 
ing. At the end of the corridor a square premise is situated with the 
remains of a ritual horse sacrifice, and a round room with ritually 
broken doors and incredibie acoustics. The sarcophagus-like cham- 
ber was built from one granite stone, weighing over 60 tones. Many 
objects of splendour - gold, silver and bronze - as well as complete 
royal arms were located inside. Only four teeth were found in the 
deceased. The body has probably been cremated. 

57. rpoOHimaTa Ha CeBT III 

AoAHHaTa Ha TpaxHHCKt-tre BAaAeTeAH BKAiOHBa hakoako AeceT- 
km noAMorHAHH xpaMOBe h norpe6eHMH Ha mccthh bca.mo»h ot 
nepnoAa V-II BeK np. Xp. Te ca n3rpaAeHH no ropHOTo TeneHHe 
Ha pexa TyHA>Ka, npeA K)>KHHTe ckaohobc Ha Grapa nAaHHHa, xaTO 
roAHMa KOHueHTpau,Hja Ha o6eKTM HMa Kpaii rpaA Ka3aHAbK (235 

KM. H3TOHHO OT Ka3aHAT>K)- 

JTIpe3 1948 r., HeAaAen foro3anaAHO ot Ka3aHAbK, 6hah OTKpw- 

TH OCTaHKHTe Ha aHTHMHHX rpaA CeBTOnOAHC, CTOAHUa «a TpaKHH- 

ckhh BAaAeTeA CeBT III kt>m Kpaa Ha IV Bex np. Xp. ApxeoAornne- 



120 — 



CKHTe npoyHBaHKH Ha Ccbtoiioahc npoAbAJKHAM ao 1955 r., caca 

KOCTO rpaAT>T 6HA 3aAJlH OT BOAMTe Ha HOBOnOCTpOCHM.H >I30BHp 

„KonpHHKa". I~Ipe3 rrbpBOTO AeceTHAeTHe Ha XXI bck be H3pa6o- 
tch npoeKT 3a npeBpi>maHeTo Ha CeBTonoAHc b aTpaKTHBeH Ty- 

pHCTHHeCKM o6eKT. 

rpo6HHuaTa Ha BAaAeTeAfl Ha rpaAa — CeBT III 6e OTKpMTa Ha 
4 oKTOMBpM 2004 r. npw apxeoAorHnecKH pa3KonKH Ha MorMAaTa 
„roAHMa KOCMaxKa". CaMaTa MorHAa ce HaMHpa Ha 10 km. ceBepHO 
ot Ka3aHAi>K h CTOTHHa MeTpa k))kho ot ceAo lilnriKa. XpaM^T, 

nocTpoeH b HanaAOTO Ha V BeK h cj>yHKqHOHHpaA ao HanaAOTO 
Ha III BeK, 6ha H3noA3BaH 3a rpo6mma Ha CeBT III. Ha ceAeM 
MeTpa npeA <j>acaAaTa Ha rpo6HHU,aTa c OTKpMTa pMTyaAHO 3apo- 
BeHa 6poH30Ba cKAynTopa na TAaBaTa Ha BAaACTeA*. KopMAop'bT, 
kohto OTBe>KAa ki>m Bi>TpeuiHocTTa Ha rpo6HiiijaTa e a^a^t 13 
MeTpa w e 6ha onoiacapeH b ApeBHOcrra. Ton boah ao abc npeAKa- 
MepH - KBaApaTHa h Kp-bTAa. B KBaApaTHOTO npeABepne e OTKpH- 
to norpe6eHHe Ha koh, a Kpi>rAOTO e cHa6A£Ho c KynoA h b Hero 
HMa CMAHa aKycTHKa. Kpi>rAaTa npeAKaMepa e HMaAa MpaMopHH 
ABepH c ii3o6pa^eHHH Ha XeAHOc (CA-bHueTo) m MeAy3a (xa- 
oca), kohto 6mam otkphth Ha napneTa, ho ahcc ca B-b3craH0BeHH. 
CaMaTa rpo6Ha KaMepa e H3ceneHa b eAHH-eAHHCTBeH orporvieH 
rpaHHTeH 6aok, hkhto Te^cecT ce K3HHCAJ*Ba Ha 60 TOHa. B tosh 
BHyiiiHTeAeH capK0<j>ar e o<|>opMeHo AO)KeTO Ha BAaACTeA^ m ca OT- 
KpHTH 20 3AaTHH H MHO>KeCTBO Cpe6l>pHH H 6pOH30BH npeAMCTM 

c <J>MHHa H3pa6oTKa, cpeA kohto KopoHa-BeHem c a'^obw ah era, 
BT)opT)>KeHHe h Ap. Ot MOimue Ha BAaAeTeAii ca otkphth caMO 
4eTHpH 3i>6a ? nopaAH KoeTO ce npeAnoAara, He t^aoto My e 6hao 
KpeMHpaHO. 






58, Starosel 

The Thracian cult center, with its main temple at Chetinyova 
mogila - 4 km. north of Starosel (60 km. north of Plovdiv), func- 
tioned in ^-4 zh century BC on the area of 100 km2 at the southern 
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slopes of the Sredna gora mountain. The total of the monuments 
found in this area is six and the most impressive among them are the 
temple at the Horizon mound (2 km. from Starosel) and the central 
monument of the whole complex - the round temple of Chetinyo- 
va mogila mound (4 km.). 

The archaeological diggings of the 20 m. high mound, called 
Chetinyova mogila led to the sensational discovery of a massive 
round temple from the time of the Thracian kingdom. The temple 
consists of a central parade staircase, two side ones, a corridor, sur- 
rounded by high walls, a square chamber with a semi-cylindrical 
dome never seen elsewhere, and a round chamber with a dome. The 
color trimming on the capital is still preserved, and there is a color 
frieze. Ten half-columns symbolize the ten phases of the Orphic 
structure of Cosmos. The tumulus is fenced by a stone wall, 241 
m. long and 3.5 m. high, consisting of more than 5000 large stone 
blocks. There is a wine storage room, ritual pits and a sacred ground 
carved in the wall. 

The Horizon mound is located 2 km. north of Starosel, left of 
the road to the Chetinyova mogila temple. During the excavations 
in 2002 a temple was found from 5 th — 4 th century BC. It is unique 
with its colonnade of 10 columns. Golden tables from a mail and 
other decorations have been found here, which points to a probable 
burial of a ruler. 

The Peychova mound is located southwest of the Chetinyova 
mogila temple, very close nearby. During excavations in 2000 a bur- 
ial of a Thracian ruler was found. His body has been disassembled. 
Among the burial gifts one can see his war accoutrements, numer- 
ous silver and bronze objects, as well as a golden ring-seal with a 
hunting scene. In Mavrova mound, which stands a kilometer away 
from the temple of Chetinyova mogila a golden ring-seal was found 
with an image of a sphinx upon it. 
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58. OrapoceA - TpaiciiiicKH KyATOB KOMnAeicc 

TpSKHHCKHHT KyATOB LjeHTbp, C TAaBeH XpaM, OTKpHT B MeTH- 

HbOBa MorwAa ce HaMHpa Ha 60 km. ccbcpho ot ITaobahb h Ha 4 km. 
ceBepoaanaAHO ot ceAO OrapoceA. Toh e (J>yHUHOHnpaA b nepwoAa 
V-IV Beic np. Xp. b loacHwre ckaohobc Ha CpeAHa ropa, Ha o6uja 
nAom ot okoao 1 00 1cm 2 . B KOMriAeKca ao HanaAOTO Ha XXI BeK ca 
npoyneHM 6 o6ei<Ta, KaTO HaH-3a6eAe>KHTeAHH cpeA tax ca xpaivia 
b MornAaTa „XopH30HT w h yHHKaAHM^ Kp-bT-bA xpaM b HeraHbOBa 

MOTHAa. 

ITIpc3 2000 r. apxcoAorMHCCKM pa3KoriKH bt.b BHCOKaTa 20 m. He- 
THHbOBa MorwAa AOBeAOxa a° pa3KpiiBaHeTO Ha BHyuiHTeACH Kpi>- 
tt>a xpaM ot BpeMeTo Ha TpaKHTe. Tom ce clctom ot CACAHHTe no- 

MeiHeHM^ (oTB'bH-HaB'bTpc): LteHTpaAHO CT'bA6MmC, ABC CTpaHH4HH 

CT r bA6Hiya, KopHAop c bhcokh cTeHH, KBaApaTHO neABepHe c noAy- 
UMAHHApH^Ha <j)opMa, h ueHTpaAHa 3aAa c KpbrAa <}>opMa m KynoA. 
Kp*brAOTo noMemeHHe Ha i^eHTpaAHaTa 3aAa e c AHaMeTi>p 5.40 m., 
h Ha CTeHaTa My ca noApeACHH A^ceT noAyKOAOHH c a^phhckh Ka- 
nHTCAH. Ot uBCTHaTa yKpaca Ha noMemcHHeTO ca 3ana3CHH ckhhtc 

H HepBeHHTe 6oH Ha AOpHHCKHTC KanHTeAH H eAHHMCTHHHHil <J>pH3 
C TpMrAHtJDK M MCTOllH HaA TJ*X. 

Okoao i^^AaTa MoraAa e H3rpaACHa cTeHa ot 5000 KaMeHHH 6ao- 
Ka, A^Ara 241 m. m BncoKa 3-5 m. B CTeHaTa ca H3ceneHH pHTyaAHH 
KaMCHHH „AerAa\ kohto eepo^THO ca CAy>KHAH 3a o6pa6oTKa Ha 

BHHO HAM H3BT>piUBaHe Ha ^CepTBOnpHHOHieHH^. 

MorHAaTa „XopH30HT" ce HaMHpa Ha 2 km. ot OrapoceA no 
iTKra kt>m xpaMa b HeTMHbOBa MorHAa. FIpH pa3KonKH npe3 2001 
r. b Hen e OTKpHT xpaM ot V-IV BeK np. Xp. XpawbT e 3ao6HKOAeH 
c yHHKaAHa KOAOHaAa ot 10 koaohh. B Hero ca otkphth 3AaTHH 
nAacTMHKH or pK3HHi],a, Bi>pxoBe Ha CTpeAH h Apyrn npeAMeTM, no 
kohto apxeoA03HTe onpeACAHAH, Me TyK 6ha norpe6aH MecTeH Tpa- 

KMMCKH apMCTOKpaT. 

newMOBa MorMAa e pa3noAO>KeHa Ha 60 m. K)ro3anaAHO ot He- 
THHbOBa MorHAa. flpH pa3KonKH npe3 2001 r. b hch e OTKpMTo 
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norpe6eHHe, npM kocto txaoto e pa3HAeHHO. CpeA norpe6aAHHTe 
AapoBe 6hah mho^kcctbo cpe6i>pHH m 6pOH30BH npeAMeTii ox eKH- 
nHpoBKa Ha kohhmk h 3AaTeH np^creH-nenaT c AOBHa cu,eHa. 

MaBpoBa MorMAa cc HaMHpa Ha khaomct^p or xpaivia b Hcth- 
HbOBa MorHAa. B He# e OTKpMT 3AaTeH np"bCTeH-ne4aT c o6pa3 Ha 

C(j>HHKC. 









59- Hissarya 






There arc 22 springs with healing mineral water in the town 
of Hissarya. (Roman Dioclecianopol). They are officially used for 
healing tourism since 1 882 when the first chemical analysis of the 
waters was also made. 

The Momina banya spring with its high level of radon and 47o C 
temperature heals urological and bone diseases. Hie Momina salza 
spring with its rich in microelements waters heals stomach diseases. 
The Stublata spring helps the eyes, 

The hottest spring - Toplica was also the most ancient in use 
with its Roman thermae and is helpful for gynaecological diseases. 
The nearby spring of Bistrica helps for problems with the skin. The 
Svezhest spring heals the nerves. 

The Roman bath or thermae was built in 4 th century and features 
huge Nympheum — sort of bath-sanctuary dedicated to the Nym- 
phae - the spirits of the healing waters. 

These days modern hotels with Spa procedures continue the an- 
cient tradition of medical and health tourism in Hissarya. 



59- Xncapfl 






Xncapji e KpacHBO KypopTHO rpaA^e b Han-H3TOHHaTa nacT Ha 
nAaHPma CpeAHa ropa, Ha 40 km. ceBepno or FIaobahb. Ome no 
BpeMexo, KoraTO 6"bArapcKHTe 3eMn 6hah Hacr ot PnMCKaTa mm- 
nepH#, rpaA XHcapfl, HapeneH Torasa /\,HOKAeu;HaHonoA, CTaHaA 
w3BecTeH cbc CBOMTe MHHepaAHH H3BopM. A fi 3-A e ceT H ABaTaMMHe- 
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paAHM M3Bopa ca o<j)HUHaAHa TypHcra^ecKa AecTHHauMJi Ha rpaAa 
ot 1882 n, KoraTO ca 6hah HanpaBemi irtpBHTe xhmhihw aHaAH3M 
Ha TexHHTe boam. 

BceKii ca^h ot H3BopHTe MMa cboh cneu,H(j)HHHM Aene6HM xa- 

paKTepMCTHKH. Boawtc Ha H3BOpa „MoMHHa 6aHfl" C BHCOKO Cb- 

Atp^caHne Ha paAOHHH h TeMnepaTypa 47 rpaAyca, ca noAXOA^mH 
3a AeneHPic Ha ypoAorw^ hh k kocthpi 3a6oAHBaHKH. H3BopT>T „Mo- 
MHHa ci>A3a" e c 6oraTa Ha xmmmmhh eAeMeHTH boa^, kohto AeKyBa 
CTOMainHH npo6AeMM. 3a noAo6p>iBaHe Ha 3peHneT0 noMaraT bo- 
AHTe Ha H3Bopa „CTy6AaTa", kohto cbmo e h HaH-CTyACHM^ H3Bop 
c reMnepaxypa Ha boamtc My „caMo a 31 rpaAyca. Haw-ropemn^T 
w3Bop hocm noAXOA-HmoTO MMe „TonAMi^a" h boahtc My ca noA€3- 
hh 3a rHHeKOAorHHHH 3a6oAABaHMH. Okoao „TonAHua u ca OTKpH- 
TH OCTaHKHTe Ha pHMCKH TepMH, xoera noKa3Ba, Me toh e B eKC- 
nAoaTaxji-iJi nose^e ot xhajta^ h iucctothh. Kpaii Hero e H3Bop*bT 
„5HCTpHita <c , noAe3eH b AeneHHeTO Haxo^cHM 3a6oA#BaHHfl, a H3BO- 
pi>T„CBe^cecT" AeKyBa HepBMTC. 

Pmmckhtc TepMH ca CTpocHH npe3 IV BeK h cpeA Tiix e 6ha H3- 
AurHaT roA^M HuM^eyM - CBeiMAHme Ha 6orMHHTe Ha >KHBHTeA- 
HHTe H AeHe6HH H3BOpHH CTpyH. 

Ot Ha^aAOTO Ha XXI BeK, b Xncapfl nonyAapHOCT Ao6wBaT ct>- 
BpeMeHHMTe GTIA-xoTeAM. Te ca MOAepcH npoAi>A>KHTeA Ha 3ApaB- 

hkk h peAaxcwpam TypH3T>M, KOHTO MMa yTBT.pAeHH c BpeMeTO Tpa- 
AHijhh b Xncap*. 

60. Karanovo mound 

One of the oldest and biggest settlement mounds in the world 
is located near the northwest end of the Karanovo village, 267 km. 
east of Sofia, a few kilometers north of the Sofia-Bourgas highway. 

The complete area of the mound is 24 000 m2 with height of 13 
m. and width 250/150 m. It contains seven layers of settlements 
one above the other, the lowest of which dates from 7 th millennium 
BC and is one of the earliest settlements in the world. It is called 
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Karanovo I and II and was inhabited during the Neolithic age 
(6200-5500 BC). Karanovo III— IV layer features artifacts of the 
Late Neolithic age (5500-4950 BC). Early Chalcolithic traces of 
life (4950-4500 BC) are known as Karanovo V, while Karanovo VI 
reveals the Late Chalcolith (4500-4000 BC). The most upper part 
of the mound - Karanovo VII contains closest to our time culture 
from the Early Bronze age (c. 3500-2000 BC) 






60. KapaHOBCKaTa ceAiiujHa MoniAa 

EAHa OT HaH-ApCBHHTe H HaH-BHyiIIHTeAHH KaTO 06eM CeAHIUHH 

MoniAH b CBeTa AHec MO>*ce Aa 6i>Ae pa3TAeAaHa Kpaft ccao KapaHo- 
bo. 06eierbT ce HaMMpa Ha 267 km. H3TOhho ot Co^hh h Ha h^koa- 
ko KMAOMeipa ot MarncTpaAaTa Co<j)n#-5yprac. 

OrpoMHaTa ceAiiiijHa MorpiAa ce pa3npocrnpa Ha o6nja nAom ot 
24000 m 2 Th e AtAra 250, ninpoica 1 50 h BHcoKa 13 m. CeA^M no- 
ccACHim, npocbiyecTByBaAii Ha TOBa Macro, ca OTKpMTH caho HaA 
Apyro b orpoMHM^ xt>am. Han-paHHOTO ot rax c Bi>3HHKHaAo npe3 
VII xnA5iAOACTMe np. Xp., KOCTO TO npasn caho OT Han-paHHHTe 
ceAHma b CBeTa. To e HapeneHO „KyATypa KapaHOBO I h II" h e 6hao 
o6HTaBaHo npe3 HeoAHTHaTa enoxa (6200-5500 r. np. Xp.). HaA 
Hero, b CAOii KapaHOBO III h IV, ca OTKpHTH apTec^aKTH ot Kbchh* 
HeoAHT (5500-4950 BC). PaHHoxaAKOAHTHHTe ocraHKw b moth- 
AaTa (4950-4500 BC) ca no3Hara KaTO KapaHOBO V, a KapaHOBO 
VI pa3KpwBa ^cMBOTa b ceAHiijeTO npe3 Kbchrh xaAKOAMT (4500- 
4000 BC). HaH-ropHH#T caoh, otkpht b MorHAaTa, CBAbp^a oc- 
TaHKH ot PaHHo6poH30BaTa enoxa (3500-2000 r. np. Xp.). 

ripeAHMCTBo: rioAOBHH Ay3^Ha ot Haw-paHHHTe eBponencKH 
rpaAOBe MoraT a^ 6i>AaT pa3rAeAaHH aa caho ahcbho m>TyBaHe ao 
paiioHa Ha CTapa h HoBa 3aropa. Te3H o6eicra npHTe>KaBaT AOKa- 
3aTeACTBaxa 3a BHCOKopa3BHTa npeATpaKMHCKa qHBHAJi3aqKH no 
6-bAraocKHTe 3eMH. 



ap 
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61. Dyadovo mound 






The Dyadovo mound rises by the village with the same name, 
8 km. south of Nova Zagora (264 km. from Sofia), just beside the 
Sofia-Bourgas highway. 

One of the largest mounds in Europe is 220/140 m. wide at the 
ground level and has a height oi 18 m. It was first noticed by the 
Shkorpil brothers in 1898. Archaeological investigations have been 
performed here since 1977 with the cooperation of the Tokai Uni- 
versity, Japan since 1985. 

The first products of organized social activities on this place are 
dated from the end of 7 ch millennium BC. At that time local tribes 
of hunters and gatherers decided to establish settlements, earlier 
than their relatives from pre -historic Egypt or Mesopotamia. 

The most valuable findings on Dyadovo mound are these from 
the Early and Middle Bronze age (3 rd - beginning of 2 nd millenni- 
um BC). The fortified Thracian castle from the times of the Troyan 
war had a wide central street leading from the Eastern gate to the 
core of the city. Several private homes are explored on both sides of 
the street and many figurines of animals and women were found. 

The castle had an impressive defense system of several round 
ditches. In the most inner ditch, made by huge stones, was found a 
ritual pit with horns of a deer. The same ditch had the serious depth 
of 5 m. on the southeastern side of the mound. Many burials> skel- 
etons of men, animal bones and some cult objects were found there. 
Between the outer round ditches many private houses were found. 

The rich findings of the Dyadovo mound from the Early Iron 
age find replicas in the discoveries from the same period on the hill 
of ancient Troy. During the Late Antiquity a Roman fortified cas- 
tle rose on the mound and even in the times of the First Bulgarian 
Kingdom here flourished a settlement with small church. 

The archaeological work on the Dyadovo mount is led with great 
accuracy by Prof. Diana Gergova and many improvements on the 
preservation and exposition of the site were made in recent years. 
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61- CeAiimHa MorHAa Kpaik /\haobo 

MorHAaTa KpaH ceAO A*Aobo ce HaMHpa Ha 8 km. io>kho ot HoBa 
3aropa h 264 km. ot Co^mr, hcb HenocpeACTBeHa 6ah3oct ao Ma- 
THCTpaAaTa Co<j)Hfl-Eyprac. 

T# e c pa3Mepn 220/140 m. npn ocHOBaxa h BHCOHHHa 18 m., 
KoeTO h npaBH CAHa ot Han-roAeMHTe ceAHmHH motmah b EBpona. 
OcHOBaTeAMTe Ha 6i>ArapcKaTa apxeoAornfl - 6paraTa ULtopnHA 
n*LpBH onncBaT o6eKTa npc3 1898 r. ApxeoAorHnecKH pa3KonKH 
ce npoBe>KAaT ot 1977 r M kqto b t#x caca 1985 r. ynacTBa eKwn Ha 
YHHBepcHTeTa b Tokho. 

FltpBHTe CAeAH ot opraHH3HpaHa HOBeiUKa a^hhoct b MorHAaTa 
ca ot Kpa« Ha VII xha^aoacthc np. Xp. Flo Tosa BpeMe mccthhtc 
nAeMeHa aobljh h ci>6HpaHK Ha pacTeHRfl h nAOAOBe peuniAH A a 
3anoHHaT yceAHaA >khbot ot ceAHiueH ran, KaTO c TOBa Te ii3npe- 
BapHAH o6nTaTeAHTe Ha MeconoTaMH* h EraneT, HaH-3Ha*iHMH- 
Te otkphthji b ceAHiijHaTa MorpiAa KpaH A^AOBO ca ot PaHHaTa h 
CpeAHaTa 6poH30Ba enoxa (III - Han . II xha. np. Xp.). 

Ot nepnoAa Ha Kuchma 6pOH3 e pa3KpHTa yKpeneHa TpaKHHCKa 
KpenocT c TAaBHa yAHija, CB"bp3Baiu;a H3TOHHaTa nopTa c LjeHrbpa Ha 
rpaAa. H^koako jkhahujhh crpaAH ot A»eTe cTpaHH Ha yAimaia ca 
npoyneHM h b tax ca OTxprnn hchbothhckh <j>nrypKH h CTaTycTKH 
Ha }KeHH. 

KpenocTTa e pa3noAoraAa c BnenaTAiiBama 0T6paHHTeAHa chc- 

TeMa OT HflKOAKO Kp"bTAH pOBa. B HaH-BT>TpeiHHKH OT TAX, o6aHIJO- 

Ban c KaMT>HH, e OTKpHTa pMTyaAHa JiMa, b kojtto 6mam 3apoBeHH 
pora Ha eAeH. KpaH loroHSTOHHiia Kpan Ha MorHAaTa cbiipiJi poB 
AOCTHra A"bA6oHHHa ot 5 m. HaTOBa mjicto ca otkphth Mno>KecTBO 
norpe6eHHii, ckcacth Ha Mi»>Ke, >khbothhckh kocth h pHTyaAHH 
(J>HrypKH. B HaH-BijHi±iHOTO orpaAeHO npocrpaHCTBO Ha rpaAa ca 
npoyneHH mhovkcctbo >KHAuma. 

HaxoAKHTe ot nepnoAa Ha PaHHO>KeA*3HaTa enoxa b MorHAaTa 

HMaT CBOHTe aHaA03H C HaXOAKHTe OT CbllJHH HCTOpHMeCKH nepMOA 
B TpO#. I~Ipe3 KbCHaTa aHTH4H0CT, B TOAHHHTe Ha pHMCKO rocnoA" 
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ctbo b 3cmmtc HM, 6MAa H3AMrHaTa Hoaa Kpenocr w Aopw no Bpe- 
mcto Ha n^pBOTo 6"bArapcKO uapcTBO Ha MorwAaTa cbmecTByBaAO 
ceAume c MaAKa u^pKBa. 

ApxeoAorHHecKHTe pa3KonKH Ha MorHAaTa Kpan c. /\r/\obo ce 
npoBexcAaT noA yMeAOTO p'bkoboactbo Ha npo<j>. JSjiana TeproBa. 
I~lpe3 n*bpBOT0 A^ceTHAeTHe Ha XXI bck ca Hanpa^eHH ntpBMTe 
ctmikm 3a aTpaKTHBHO npe3CHTHpaHe Ha o6eKTa h npcBp-bmaHeTO 
m^b nonyAJipeH TypucTHHecKH o6eKT. 

62. The Neolithic houses in Stara Zagora 

The Museum of Neolithic houses is located on Armeiska street 
N9 20, in the western part of the city near the Regional hospital. The 
settlement was found and classified as the Monument of culture in 
1958. It was inhabited from 6 th -2 nd millennium BC. 

Two of the houses, dated to the middle of 6 th millennium, were 
found with many artifacts and became extremely valuable for un- 
derstanding one of the earliest city-cultures in the world. They are 
the best preserved and the richest findings site of that period in Eu- 
rope. A special museum was built for the preservation and attrac- 
tive presentation of this unique finding. 

The southern one-room house is wider and covers a space of 28 
m2. Its fireplace was placed by the northern wall and is the best pre- 
served one of the Early Neolith in Southeastern Europe. The lofty 
place used for bed is in the warmest part of the house, between the 
fireplace and the eastern wall, and has dimensions of 2/1 .65 m. On 
the two mill stones left: of the fireplace two of the family members 
made the every day bread. The barley, wheat and vetch were stored 
in clay vessels, some manufactured on fire and some integrated in 
the floor. In the southwestern corner of the house was the work- 
shop for fixing the tools like the wheat-stone and the stone adze 
found here. The most mysterious feature of the house is the clay 
table near its entrance which either carried the food vessels or had 
a ritual function. 
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The northern house was smaller with its 16 m2. It has almost 
the same features as the bigger house but not located exactly at the 
same place as its entrance is on the eastern wall. Here many leads 
were found for sling maybe for purpose of hunting, but maybe as a 
result of invasion. 

The Neolithic houses in Stara Zagora give answers and pro- 
voke questions about the high standard of life of the population in 
Southeastern Europe during the 6 th millennium BC. 

Other Neolithic settlements were located at Gyundiyska mound 
in the northeastern end of Nova Zagora, the Pachnika mound near 
Corten village, the Dyado Nenova mound near Konyovo and un- 
der the Bread factory of Nova Zagora. 






62. HeoAHTHHTe acHAHina b Oapa 3aropa 

My3e^T na HeoAHTHHTe KHAHma ce Haivnipa Ha va. „ApMeHCica" 
N 9 20, b 3anaAHaTa nacT Ha rpaAa, Kpafi OKpi>:>KHaTa 6oAHHua. He- 
oahthoto ceAHine e onpeAeAeHo 3a ITaMeTHHK Ha KyArypaTa npe3 
1 958 r. To e <j)yHKiiMOHHpaAO ot VI ao II xnA^AOAerae np. Xp. 

ITpM pa3KOnKHTe ABe OT HeOAHTHHTe >KHAMIHa, H3rpaAeHH KTjM 

cpeAaia Ha VI XHAflAOAeTHe, 6hah otkphth m>AHH c npeAMeTH Ha 
6nTa, KoeTO ra npaBH kaiohob naMeTHHK 3a pa36HpaHeTO Ha eAHa 
ot Han-paHHHTe rpaACKH KVATypn b CBeTa. OcseH TOBa ABere >kh- 
AHina ce OKa33AH Haft-Ao6pe 3ana3eHM« h Hafi-6oraT Ha HaxoAKM 
o6eKT ot T03H nepnoA b EBpona. 3a t^xhoto cixpaHeHHe h npeA- 
CTaBiiHe 6ha H3rpaAeH cneunaAeH MV3eii. 

KbKHaTa, eAHocTapma Ktma, e no-o6uiHpHa m 3aeiwa nAOiq ot 28 
m 2 . ,A,0MaLUHOTO orHHuie b hca, KoeTO e pa3noAo;n<eHO Ha ceBepHaTa 
CTeHa, e Haw-Ao6pe 3ana3eHOTo orHiime ot PaHHHa hcoaht b K>ro- 
H3TOHHa EBpona. Me>KAy Hero h H3TOHHaTa CTeHa ce HaiviHpa „cnaA- 
HHTa", kohto e pa3noAo>KeHa b HaK-TonAOTO kt>thc Ha CTajrca h 
npeACTaBAjiBa M3AHrnaTa ot 3eMHTa noBtpxHocT c pa3Mepn 2/1.65 
m. Ot ApyraTa cTpaHa Ha orHHineTO ca OTKpHTH ABa KaMT>Ka 3a npn- 
roTBJiHe Ha xaa6. Kpaft tjix ca pa3noAO>KeHH o6pa6oTeHH Ha oflh 
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MAM BrpaACHH B 3CM^Ta TAHHeHM CbAOBC, B KOMTO o6lITaTCAMTe Ha 

AOMa CLxpaHiiBaAH eneMHK, >khto n (Jjhh. B x>ro3anaAHMH i>rbA Ha 
Ki>maTae MMaAO Te3r_ax 3a H3pa6oTBaHe vl nonpaBKa Ha 6htobm mh- 
CTpyMeHTii, KaTo OTKpHTHTe tvk KaMCHCH 6pycT h KaMeHHa 6pa/\Ba. 
HeH3^cHCHa AOKpaH e ^yHKi^HiiTa Ha rAHHenaTa Maca b 6api30ct ao 
BxoAa Ha ^KHAHmero. Ha Heji BeponrHO ca 6mah nocTas^HH AOMa- 

KHHCKM d>AOBe, HAH e HMaAa pHTyaAHO npPiAOXCHHC 

CcBcpnaTa in>ma e no-MaAKa, c fiaoih or 16 m 2 . B He^ ca OTKpM- 
th: noHTH ci>mHTe eAeMeHTH, KaKTO b no-roA^MaTa crpaAa, ho pa3- 
hoaokchh Ha pa3AHHHH MecTa, nopaAH ^>aKTa, ne bxoat>t TyK e ot 
M3TOK. IIo noAa Ha >KHAPimeTO e MMaAO MHO^KecTBO pa3np*bCHaTH 
Te^cecTM 3a npaiuica, kohto hah ca CAy^cHAH 3a aob Ha >KHTeAHTe Ha 
ceAOTO, hah ca ocraHKH ot HanaAeHHe. 

HeoAHTHHTe >KHAHiqa b HoBa 3aropa A^BaT cbcachwh, ho h 3a- 
AaBaT BT>npocH 3a bjicokhjh CTaHAapT Ha >khbot b ioroH3TOHHa Eb- 
pona npe3 VI xHAHAOAeTMe np. Xp. 

/\pyra hcoahthh ceAHiija ca AOKaAH3wpaHH b TtOHAHHCKa Mora- 
Aa Kpaw ceBepOH3TOHHH^ Kpan Ha HoBa 3aropa, MorHAaxa „nan- 
HMKa" Kpaft ceAO KopTeH, A^AO HeHOBaMornAa Kpati Kohbobo h b 
ocHOBHTe Ha 3aBOAa 3a xax6 b HoBa 3aropa. 

63. Voden 

If you are looking for something really extraordinary to see 
and you are ready ro reach to the worlds end to see it - try to 
visit the rock-hewn mega-complex near the village of Voden. 
Voden is located not far from the border with Turkey and stands 
at about 66 km. southeast of Yambol, if you travel from Sofia 
or 78 km. southwest of Bourgas if you are on vacation at some 
Black Sea resort. The journey to this village will make you feel 
like you're letting go the contemporary life and all the known 
civilization. And it is a perfect condition to meet something so 
incredible like the millennia old sanctuary near Voden. Once 
you reach the village ask the locals about the rock-hewn monas- 
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tery and if they point southeast - get the track, the distance is 
only 1.5 km. 

The historical background of the complex is simply remarkable. 
In Roman times the local land was part of the Haemimontus Prima 
province. Procopius of Caesarea speaks about a big fortress in the 
area of Voden on the road to Adrianopolis (Edirne, Turkey) called 
Potamucastel. The remains of two fortresses were found so far near 
Voden but no sign yet about their names. 

Not far from the ancient Roman road an early Christian com- 
plex developed in the beginning of 4 th century. At first the monks 
inhabited the nine caves and signs of artificial structure were found 
in one of them. They buried the Holy remains of some unknown to 
us early Christian martyr or local bishop at the bottom of a cave and 
then transformed the cave into crypt. Thirty seven steps were cut in 
the rocky ground for the local believers and pilgrims to give honor 
to theholvman. 

When the villagers robed the comb in 1883 they found the 
remains of two bodies. The venerated by the church bones disap- 
peared forever. 

Already in 4 th century a memoria church - a small cross shaped 
martyrium with apse from the east - were built on the surface just 
above the crypt. It was extended to a vast basilica for the needs of 
the growing ritual services in 5 th century. The architectural plan of 
the church is absolutely unique as it has 26 columns, three apses on 
the east wall and five entrances. Small pieces of the two layers of 
wall paintings are still visible. A brick tomb was found close to the 
north entrance on the west wall. 

The church was demolished at the end of 6 th century and rebuilt 
in 1 1 dl century. In the second period of its existence several houses of 
monks were built near the monastery. According to scientists here 
was the famous Paroria monastery of St. Gregory of Sinai where the 
ascetics of the popular at that time in the Orthodox church Hesy- 
chasm movement wrote many precious manuscripts. 

The site was explored in 1980s by N. Tancheva-Vasileva. 
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63. KyATOB KOMiiAeKC Kpaii ceAO BoA,eH 

FIOHflKOra, 3aAacenOCeTM eAHH H3KAK)4HTeAeH,KaTOHCTOpHHe- 

CKa ctohhoct, TypMCTHHecKH o6eKT, e HeoGxoAHMO a* ce nponi>Ty- 
Ba cepH03HO paacTOHHPic. TaK"LB c c jvyHaaT ct>c CKaAHO-H3ceneHOTO 
CBeTMAMiqe Kpan ccao Boach. Ako H3xoach nyHKT 3a rrbTyBaHeTO 
c Cofyufi, Boach mom A3- 6tAe AOCTHrHar Ha 66 km. lororaroHHo 
CAeA rpaA-3M6oA. ripn AHTHa BaicLHLjHii Ha HepHOMopneTO ni/ry- 
BaHero ot Byprac ao Boach, b K>rcmnaAHa nocoKa, e 78 km. 

rTbTyBaHeio ao ceAO Boach npiiAHHa Ha HanycKaHC Ha E03Ha- 
th.h CB.HT H e MyAecHa noAroTOBKa 3a HacrpOHBaHe kt>m TAeAKaTa Ha 

XHA^AO^eTHtW CKdAeH KOMnAeKC. CaMHHT o6eKT OTCTOH Ha MaAKO 

noBene ot KHAOMerbp ot ccaoto h MecTHHTe yrn>TBaT kt>m Hero* ko- 
raTO m 3anHTaT 3a „pa3BaAHHHTe Ha MaHacTHpa". 

HcTopMiiTa Ha CKaAHOTO CBeTHAPimc e noBCHC ot yAPiBwreAHa. 
Bt>b BpeMeHaTa Ha PMMCKaxa HMnepH* TyKauiHHTe 3eMH 6 hah nacT 

OT npOBHHUH^ XeMHMOHT flpPIMa. BH3aHTHHCKH^T HCTOpHK llpO- 

KonMM KecapHHCKH npe3 VI b. onwcaA KpenocTTa IloTaMyKacTeA, 
ko^to ce HaMnpaAa Ha pHMCKHa m>T 3a AApnaHonoA (ah. Oaphh), 
hhktjac b oKAOHocTHTe Ha Boach. /\ocera b paftoHa ca HaMepeHM 
ocTaHKHTe Ha ABe KpenocTH, ho TexHHTe HMena He ca H3jrcHeHH. 
B Ha^aAOTO Ha IV bck, HeAaAen ot phmckhk m>T, 3anoHHaAO 0(j>- 

OpMflHeTO Ha CKaAHO CBCTHAHme. Il^pBHTe 3aceAHHi4H 6hah MOHa- 
ch, kohto o6KTaBaAH 6ah3khtc a^bct nemepw. B eAHa ot nenjepH- 
tc ca OTKpMTH cacah ot yKpenMTeAeH CTpoe>K. MoHacHxe norpe- 
6aAH cBeTHTe molij,h HapaHHOxpHCTH^HCKH A^eij b neinepa, ko#to 
AOO^opMMAH KaTO noA3eMHa KpuriTa. TpHAeceT u ceAeM CTtnaAa 
6mam o(j>opMCHH b cKaAaTa, 3a a^ MoraT MecTHHTe xpncTH^HH M 
rrbryBamn noKAOHHHUH a^ OTAanaT tiohht npeA CBeTeija. Koraro 
npe3 1883 r. mccthh cca^hh orpafoiAH rpo6nHu;aTa, Te otkphah 
ocxaHKMTe Ha ABaMa Aymn 3 kohto no-Ki>CHO 6hah H3ry6eHH. 

Ha noB-bpxHocTTa HaA xpHrrraTa ome npe3 IV seK 6ha H3rpaAeH 
MapTHpHH - MeMopnaAHa q'bpKBa c ^>opMaTa Ha paBHopaMeHeH 

Kpi>CT. J~Ipe3 V BeK TH 6HAa pa3UIHpeHa B D,*bpKBa C 6a3HAHKaAeH 
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nAaH, 3a ^a. Mo>Ke Ha cb.htoto mlhcto ^a ce H3B'bpuiBa AHTyprnHHa 
CAy»:6a. ApxHTeKTypHHTe pemtuvm Ha crpaAaTa ca a6coAK)THO 
yHHKaAHH - bt>b B-bTpeuiHocrra h 6hah paBHOMepHO pa3noAO>Ke- 
hm 26 koaohh, OATapHaTa qacr HMaAa 3 ancHAH, a BXOAOBeTe 6 hah 
o6mp 5. LrtpicBaTa 6nAa CTeHonncaHa ABa ni>TH, KaTO cacah ot ABa- 
Ta caoh yKpaca Bee oiqe MoraT Aa 6i>AaT pa3 ahmchh Ha hakoh Mecra. 
TyxAeHa rpo6Hnua e OTKpHTa b 6ah3oct ao HaH-ceBepHH^ bxoa- 

LfcpKBaTa 6nAa pa3pyuieHa b KpaA Ha VI Bex h othobo nocrpo- 
eHa npe3 XI BeK. Ot BTopHjt nepHOA Ha hchhoto cbmeciByBaHe, 
KpaH MaHacTupcKaTa crpaAa, ca OTKpHTH jkhahuihh nocrpoHKM. 

CnopeA h/lkoh H3CAeAOBaTeAH TOBa e AercHAapHHK MaHacTHp 
b MecTHOcrra „riapopH^" Ha Cb. IpnropHH CnHaHT, komto 6ma 
HaH-npo i iyTHii ueHTbp Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHaTa 6tArapcKa ncHxacrica 

KHHJKOBHOCT. 

06eKTi>T e npoyneH npe3 80-Te toahhh Ha XX Bex ot H. TaH- 
neBa-BacHAeBa. 

64. The monastery of St. Athanasius of Alexandria 

The first monastery ever built in Europe is situated near the 
village of Zlatna livada (Golden meadow), Chirpan district in 
central Bulgaria (190 km. east of Sofia). It was established by one 
of the holiest of saints of the early Church - St. Athanasius of 
Alexandria (c. 293 - May 2 nd , 373). Athanasius the Great was a 
Christian theologian, bishop of Alexandria, Church Father, and 
a noted Egyptian leader of the fourth century. He is best remem- 
bered for his role in the conflict with Arius and Arianism. At the 
First Council of Nycea, Athanasius argued against Arius and his 
doctrine that Christ is of a distinct substance from the Father. Af- 
ter the Church Council of Serdica in 343 AD on his way back 
to Alexandria Athanasius remained for the night near the city ol 
Augusta Trayana (today StaraZagora). He felt the positive energy 
of the place and the healing powers of the local spring. Famous for 
his longing for pureness of the Faith and bringer of the monasti- 
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cism from Egypt to Europe the Holy man decided that a monas- 
tery should be built here. 

There was yet another sign for the sanctity of the place. At the 
time of St. Alexandrius' stay a terrible plague spread amongst the 
local villagers. For handling with the situation he decided to with- 
draw in a cave. After spending some time with his own thoughts he 
gave the advice for building of a church right in front of his abode. 
Shortly after that the plague was gone and the healing spring still 
helps for some skin diseases. 

An archaeological material proves the existence of the monas- 
tery during the Medieval age. During the Ottoman yoke the na- 
tional hero Vasil Levski took shelter in the monastery. In the times 
of Communism the building was transformed in a farm and only 
the miraculous appearing of St. Athanasius helped for its recovery. 
It happened in 1979 with the help of Lyudmila Zhivkova - daugh- 
ter of the Communist party and country leader Todor Zhivkov. The 
present building of the monastery was constructed in 1980. The Pa- 
triarch of Alexandria Peter VII visited the monastery in 2003. 

St. Athanasius is commemorated on 18 ch of January by the East- 
ern Orthodox churches. 

64. MaHacTiipT>T Ha Cb. AraHacHH AAeKcaHApniiCKH 

Kpaii HiipnaH 

rTbpBMflT MaHacrHp, nocrpoen Ha eBponetiCKHji kohthhcht, 
e pa3noAO>KeH Kpaft ceAO 3AaTHa AHBaAa, HHpnaHCKO (190 km. 

H3TOMHO OT Co(|)Hh). Toft 6hA OCHOBaH OT eAMH OT HaM-BMAHH- 

Te AeHLjH Ha paHHaTa LJtpKBa - Cb. ATaHacriH AAeKcaHApHHCKH 
(ok.293-2 MaH 373 r.). AiaHacHH 6haxphcth.hhckh reoAor, ennc- 
Kon Ha AAeKcaHApwfl h bhach ernneTCKH o6niecTBeHHK npe3 IV 
BeK, THTyAyBaH ot HCTopn^Ta KaTO cahh ot Otiimtc Ha LJ-bpKBaTa. 
Tom 6ha TAaBHaTa <j>Hrypa b 6op6aTa Ha ITpaBOCAaBHaTa LJ-bpK- 
Ba c Ap«H h nocAeAOBaTeAHTe Ha HeroBaTa epec - apnaHCTBOTO. 
ATaHacHH y i iacTBaA b Th>pBwi Bccachckh Cb6op (Hhkc^, 325 r.), 
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KaTO noMOinHHK Ha ToraBaniHHir aACKcaHApHHCKH enHCKon Aack- 
caHA'bp, h nAaMeHHO 3amHTHA 6o>KecTBeHaTa npupoAa Ha Mcyc 
XpncToc. Ilpe3 343 r. caca npoBaAa Ha Bccachckpi^ Cb6op r CBHKaH 
b CepAHKa, ATaHacHH noeA o6paTHO kt>m AAeKCHaApua h no m>TH 
cnpxA a^ Homysa b mccthoct KpaH rpaA AyrycTa Tpa.HHa, a h ^c 
Crapa 3aropa. Cbathat mobck BeAHara yceTHA eHeprRjrra Ha mhc- 
toto h Aene6HHTe boah Ha 6ah3khh K3Bop. AiaHacHH, kohto 6ha 
H3BecreH c peBHOcrra ch 3anHCTOTa Ha BnpaTa m ernneTCKH moaca 
3a MOHamecKH* >khbot b EBpona, peuiHA, ne Ha TOBa m^cto Tp#6Ba 
Aa 6i>ac M3rpaACH MaHacrHp. 

MMaAO h Apyr 3HaK 3a Hy>KAaTa ot 6o>KecTBeHa 3amnTa Ha mhc- 
toto. rio BpeMeTO, KoraTo ATaHacHH npHCTHniaA, b o6AacTTa Bi»p- 
AysaAa nyMa. Caca KaTO, rbpccwKH peuieHne Ha npo6AeMa, CBexe- 
LH'bT npexapaA H3BecTHO BpcMe b 6AH3Ka nemepa, toh nocLBCTBaA 
mccthhtc xopa Aa nocTpoKT u*bpKBa tohho cpemy neinepaxa. l~Io- 
tokt>t, kohto Tene Ha TOBa M-HCTO, Bee ouje AeKyBa ko>*chm npo6Ae- 

MH. 

ApxeoAorwHecKHTe pa3KonKH Ha TepnTopmrra Ha MaHacTupa 
AOKa3aAPi HeroBOTO CLinecTByBaHe noHe ot CpeAHOBCKOBHexo. 
KijM xpaii Ha OciMaHCKOTO po6cTB0 BacHA AeBCKH noTtpcHA y6e- 
>KHine b cBeTaTa o6htca. Flo BpeMe Ha aTencTHMHiw KOMyHHCTH- 

MeCKH pe>KHM MaHaCTHpi)T 6HA npCBTapHaT BT)B (f)cpMa H caMO ny- 
AOachhoto noiiBHBaHe Ha Cb. ATaHacHH npcAH3BPiKaAO HeroBOTO 
Bi>3CTaHOB*BaHe. To ce nposcAO npc3 1979 r., c noAKpenaTa Ha 
AiOAMHAa >KHBKOBa, A^mep^ Ha ToraBamHHH At>p>KaBeH rAaBa To- 
AOp vKmbkob. HacTo^maTa crpaAa Ha MaHacTHpa e H3AHTHaTa npe3 
1980 r. riaTpiiapx'bT Ha AACKcaHAp*i# ricnjp VII nocera CBeTaTa 
o6htca npe3 2003 r. 

Achat b naMd Ha Cb. ATaHacHM ce npa3Hysa ot ripaBocAaBHa- 
Ta LVLpKBa Ha 18 ^Hyapn. 
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65. The sanctuary of the Nymphs and Aphrodite 

near Kasnakovo 



A Roman interpretation of local belief in magical fairies which 
live by the healing springs - is located just outside the village of 
Kasnakovo (215 km. southeast of Sofia). The only Nymphaeurn in 
Bulgaria was built by the local Roman warrior in the end of 2 nd cen- 
tury after his retirement, Titus Flavius Baytyukent Esbenerios was 
given aland near the present day Kasnakovo and he decided to en- 
large the local spring into a sanctuary He dedicated the sanctuary 
to the Nymphs - the magical fairies which heal with their waters 
and to the goddess Aphrodite in honor of his beloved wife Claudia 
Montana. 

In Kasnakovo there still exists belief that during the night magi- 
cal fairies dance around the spring and if a pregnant woman drinks 
from its waters she will give birth to a healthy baby boy 

A small chapel of St. Spas was built here in medieval times. Each 
year here celebrations are performed on the feast day of the saint. 

Since 1968 the Kasnakovo Nymphaeurn s status is National 
monument of -culture. 

6S. CBeTHAHIIjeTO Ha HHM<|>HTe H A<j)pOAHTa 

Kpaii KacHaKOBO 

Ot Kpaw BpeMe b 6"bArapcKHTe 3eMH cbinecTByBa B^paxa b m- 
BMTeAHMTe chah Ha H3BopnTe m cBp-bxecrecTBeHaTa noAKpena Ha 

TCXHHTe noBeAHTeAKH - hhmAhtc Eahhctbchha xpaM Ha HHM^IH, 

T.Hap. „HHM<j>eyM w y Hac e OTKpHT Kpafl ceAO KacHaKOBo, Ha AeceTH- 
Ha KHAOMeTpa ceBepo3anaAHo ot XacKOBO (215 km. ioroH3TOHHO 
ot Co^JHii). HMM^eyM^T e H3rpaAeH b Kpaji Ha II BeK ot MecreH 
>KHTeA CAeA OTTerAHHeTO My ot peAOBHa CAy>K6a b pHMCKaTa apMHA. 
Tht OAaBHH BeHTiOKeHT Ec6eHepnoc nOAy^HA b A^p 3a B^pHaTa cm 
CAy;*6a 3CMii Kpan ahcuihoto ceAO. Toh nAaTHA 3a pa3mnpflBaHeTO 
h yKpenBaHeTO Ha mccthhh H3Bop, KaKTO h 3a H3rpa>KAaHeTO Ha 
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xpaM Ha HHM^MTe m Acf)pOAHTa Kpan Hero. HnM^eyMMTe ca 6mam 

no3a«TH Ha Tht ^asbhh, TbA KaTO Te ca CTpoCHH B1>B BCHHKH HaCTM 

Ha PHMCKaTa HMnepRH, a cBeTHAHmeTO Ha A<J>poAHTa toh nocBe- 
tma Ha cboji Ta ctnpyra KAayAH* MoHTaHa. 

B KacHaKOBO h ao a^h ahciuch ctmycTByBa nosepjieTO, ne hhm- 
(j)H TaHuyBax hoiuho BpeMe KpaH H3Bopa, h axo >KeHa nwe ot Hero 
me poAH 3ApaBa Mi>>KKa po>K6a. 

MaAikK napaKAHC Ha Cb. Cnac 6ha H3AHrHaT TyK npe3 CpeAHO- 
BeKOBtieTo. Kpaw Hero BC5iKa roAHHa b A eH ^ na CBeTeu,a ce opraHH- 
3wpaT npa3HeHCTBa. 

Ot 1968 r. miM$cyMi>T Kpaw KacHaKOBo e etc CTaTyT naMer- 
hhk Ha KyATypara ot HauHOHaAHO 3HaneHHe. 






66. Perperikon 



Several layers from different epochs were found during the dig- 
gings on the sacred hill site of Perperikon (20 km, northeast of 
Kurdzhali, 267 km. southeast of Sofia). The earliest traces of hu- 
man activities on the hill are from the end of 6 ch - beginning of 5 th 
millennia BO The city reached impressive size in I8 zh - 12 th century 
BC. The first layer of fortification wall was built in the Early Iron 
age (1 l th -6 th century BC). During the Antiquity a vast Acropolis 
was buiJt in the upper part of the city. Massive stone wall was raised 
in 3 rd -4 ch century which was partly destroyed and rebuilt in 5 th -6 th 
century. An early Christian church was built in 5 th century on the 
Acropolis. In the 9 th century Perperikon was already administrative 
center of the eastern Rodopi mountain area. The city flourished in 
1 3 ch - 1 4 th century and new church was built on the ruins of the early 
Christian temple. 

Since the beginning of the 21st century the excavations on the 
site have been supervised by Prof. Nikolay Ovcharov and as a result 
Perperikon developed into a popular tourist destination. 
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66. riepnepHKOH 

CBeineHMHT x'bAM IlepncpHKOH ce HaMMpa Ha 20 km. ceBepoH3- 

TOHHO OT K-bpA^KaAH H 267 KM- K>rOM3TOHHO OT Co(J)PLR. Toft CtA'bp- 

^ca HacAOHBaHH^ ot hhkoako HCTopHHecKH enoxH. Han-paHHHTe 
OTKpHTM CAeAH ot HOBeuiKa aKTHBHOCT ca ot Kpan Ha VI - HanaAO- 
to Ha V XHAJJAOAeTwe np. Xp. B nepnoAa XVIII-XII Bex np. Xp. 
ceAMmeTO 6mao ct>c 3HaMMTCAHa riAom, a npc3 CTapo^ccA^3HaTa 
enoxa 6ha H3AwrHaT m>pBHH 3aujMTeH BaA. I~Ipe3 AHTHMHOCTTa b 
HaH-BHCOKaTa nacT Ha rpaAa 6ha H3rpaAeH AKponoA. ITtpBaTa Kpe- 
nocTHa cTeHa Ha rpaAa ot KaM*bK 6nAa nocTpocHa npc3 III— IV BeK. 
FIpe3 V— VI BeK ua AKponoAa 6ha3 H3AwrHaTa paHHOxpHCTH^HCKa 
q-bpKBa b KpenocTHaTa CTeHa 6iiAa npenpaBjma. TpaA^T ce npeBi>p- 
HaA b aAMUHHCTpaTHBeH LteHTtp Ha H3TOHHMTe Poaojih npe3 IX 
BeK. IlocAeAHHflT roAiiM pa3UBeT Ha IlepnepHKOH A^THpa ot XIII- 
XIV BeK, KoraTo 6nAa nocTpocHa h Hosa ijT>pKBa Ha m^ctoto Ha 
paHHOxpHCTH.£HCKH.a xpaM. 

Ot HanaAOTO Ha XXI BeK pa3KonKMTe b riepnepHKOH ce boa#t 
ot npo<}>. HnKOAaii OBnapOB h o6eKTbT e cAHa ot HaH-nonyA£pHH- 
TeTypHCTH^ecKH AecTHHauHM b crpaHaTa. 



67. Borovetz ski resort 






The largest ski resort of Bulgaria began its existence in the dis- 
tant 1896 as a summer residence of King Ferdinand (1887-1918). 
It stands on the north slope of the Rila mountain, 1350 m. above 
sea level. The highest peak on the Balkans - Musala (2925 m.) is 
only a few hours away. Borovets is easy to reach from the capital of 
Sofia as the distance is only 73 km. in southern direction, 10 km. 
after the nearest city of Samokov. 

The snowy winter season brings in Borovets 1.5 m. of snow blan- 
ket from December to April. Ski tracks of more than 60 km. total 
with different levels of difficulty are marked and ready for practice 
of all types of winter sports. Except the favorite sports like skiing 
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and snowboarding, more extreme features like ski jumping are also 
available with a 70 m. high platform. The numerous lifts assure the 
comfortable movement of more than fifteen thousand tourists per 
hour and the artificial snow system is available at any time. 

Borovets was host of the World skiing championship rounds in 
15>8 1 and 1984, and the World Championship in Biathlon in 1993- 

The resort offers restoration all through the year and attractive 
disciplines like horse ride, fishing and off roads are also available. 

67. EopoBeij 

Haw-roAeMMHT CKH-KypopT b E'bArapH.H 3ano4HaA cbocto cb- 
mecTByBaHe b AaAenHaia 1896 r. KaTO AJiraa pe3HAeHUHii Ha khh3 
tpepAMHaHA (1887-1918 r.). Tom e pa3iiOAO>KeH Ha cesepHHfl 
ckaoh Ha PnAa nAaHHHa, Ha 1350 m. HaA MopcKOTo paBHHiije. Ky- 
poprbT ce HaMHpa Ha 73 km. ot Cocfmji, Ha 10 km. caca CaMOKOB. 
HaH-BHcoKHHT Bpibx Ha BaAKaHHTe - MycaAa (2925 m.) e caivio Ha 
HiiKOAKO Maca npexoA- 

ripe3 u,£ahx 3HMeH ce30H ot A^KeMBpn &o anpHA EopoBeij pa3- 
noAara etc 1.5 m. CHOKHa noKpHBKa. B KypopTa HMa MapKHpanw 
tlhcth, c paaAHMHa deneH Ha TpyAHOCT h nep<j)eKTHa noAAp^^Ka, c 
o6ma A^A^KHHa HaA 60 km. Ocbch ycAOBna 3a CKH-cnycxaHe h 6naT- 
aoh TyK MMa m 70-MeTpoBa ckm inaHua, kojito A^Ba bt>3mo^<:hoct 3a 
npaKTHKyBaHe HacKH-CKOKOBe. CncTeMaTa OTAHcjrroBe e c KanaijH- 
TeT ot HaA 15 000 Aymn Ha Mac, a MauiHHHTe 3a M3KycTBeH ch^t ca 
BMHarn Hapa3noAO)KeHne. 

BopoBei; 6e AOMaKHH Ha Kpt>roBe ot CBeTOBHaTa Kyna no ckh- 
AHciiHnAHHH npe3 1981 r. h 1984 r. m Ha Cbctobho ntpeHCTBo no 
6naTA0H npe3 1993 r. 

KypopTi>T npeAAara ycAOBHfl 3a otahx npe3 bchhkh ce30HH 
Ha roAMHaTa, a cpCA ocTaHaAHTe aTpaKTHBHH cnopTOBe, kohto ce 
npaKTHKyBaT ca KOHHaTa e3Aa, pn6oAOBa h ocj)-poyAa. 
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6S. Tatul sanctuary 

The sanctuary is located a few minutes north of the village of 
Tatul and 27 km. from Kurdzhali (274 km. southeast of Sofia). Its 
main feature is a huge rock-hewn pyramid. At her top there is situ- 
ated a rectangle symbolic grave-sarcophagus, oriented northeast- 
southwest, 1.87 m. long and 32 cm. deep. From the north side of 
the pyramid there is a stairway; two thrones and a niche from the 
west; and from the south - another grave. On the southern base of 
the pyramid there is an outfall for the blood of the ritually sacri- 
ficed animals. During the autumn solstice a ray of light penetrated 
through the outfall. 

The active life of the Thracian sanctuary Tatul lasted for three 
millennia. More than 30 clay altars have been found there, dated 
from 17 th -l 2 th century BC. Among the findings are gifts and scept- 
ers, metal objects, pieces of models of statues. 

According to a theory the sanctuary was a cult place, linked with 
the Thracian Orphism and perhaps a symbolical tomb of the leg- 
endary Thracian poet Orpheus. 

The ancient settlement existed here until the end of 12 th century 
BC. The church that was excavated near the sanctuary is dated from 
the end of 4 th -beginning of 5 th century, perhaps an Episcopal cathe- 
dral. 

68. CBeTHAHineTo Kpaii ceAo TaTVA 






CBeTHAHineTo Kpau TaTVA e pa3noAOxeHo Ha hjikoako mhhvtu 
ot caMoro ceAO, Koexo ot cbo/i crpaHa otctoh Ha 27 km. ot rpaA 
Ki>pA>KaAH (274 km. ot Co(j>Hfl). 

OcHOBHHiiT eAeMeHT ot cBeTHAHin,eTO e BHvniHTCAHa npeceneHa 
nnpaMHAa, o<j)opMeHa ot mohoahtch kt>c CKaAa, kohto ce h3bhch- 
Ba HaA OKOAHaTa mccthoct. Ha Bi>pxa Ha nHpaMHAaTa e H3AtA6aH 
npaBO'brc.AeH rpo6-capKO<j>ar, opneHTHpaH no ocTa ceBepoH3TOK- 
K)ro3anaA c A>A>KHHa 1.87 m. h Ai>A6oHHHa 32 cm. Bi.px'bT Ha nHpa- 
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MHAaTa ce AOCTHra no cn>A6Hiiie, H3ceneHO b ceBepHaTa cTpaHa Ha 
CKaAaTa. Ot 3anaA ca o<J)opMeHH ABa TpoHa h HHiiia, a ot ior HMa 
Apyr npaBO'br'bAeH rpo6-capico(|>ar. B ocHOBaia Ha nwpaMHAaTa or 
jor HMa OTBop, otk^acto ce e npoiie;KAaAa KptBTa. Ha >KepTBaTa, ti 

npe3 KOMTO B ACH.H Ha AHTHOTO CAbHlieCTOeHe npOHMKBa CATiHHeB 
Al>4. 

CBeTHAHmeio KpaH ceAO TaTyA e <j>yHKUHOHHpaAO okoao 3 xh- 
AHAOAeTHH. Otkphtm ca noBene ot 30 OATapa otXVII-XII bck np. 
Xp., KaKTO h MHOJKecTBo AapoBe, >Ke3AH, MeTaAHH npeAMeTH h i iac- 
tm ot CTaTyw. Okoao CBeTHAnmeTO e cbuiecTByBaAO ceAwnie ao XII 
b. np. Xp. npoyneHa e h paHHOxpucTKHHCica u,i>pKBa, BepoHTHO ce- 
AaAHiiie Ha enncKon ot Kpa.a Ha IV h HanaAOTO Ha V Bex. 

ObmecTBVBa TeopHH, kohto onpeAeAii o6eKTa KaTo csemeHo 
MflCTO Ha TpaKHHCKHfl op^)H3i>M h CHMBOAHHeH rpo6 Ha AereHAap- 
hkh ncBcn, Opc{)CH. 

69. Deultum 

The Antique and Medieval city of Deultum is located near the 
village Debelt at about 16 km. soucheast of Bourgas. The city was 
established in the time of the Roman Emperor Titus Flavius Ves- 
pasian - 69-79 AD as a settlement of retired soldiers from VIII th 
Legion. 

On the territory of the archaeological complex which is near 3 
sq.km. were found more than 200 buildings from the Late Bronze 
age until the Late Medieval times. One of the most precious arti- 
facts is the head of Roman Emperor. Well preserved are the Eastern 
gate of the Roman city and the eastern part of the central street sur- 
rounded by the statues of guardingdivinities. 

East from the medieval fortress was found Antique necropolis 
from 2 nd -3' d century with 10 rock-cut tombs. 
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69. A e y AT y M 



OV. iA.eVATVM 



Ahthhhhat h cpeAHOBeKOBeH rpaA AeyATyM ce HaMwpa Kpaft 
ceAO Ae6eAT, Ha 16 km. K)ro3anaAHO ot Byprac. Toil e ocHOBaH no 
BpeMe Ha ynpaBAeHHe-ro Ha HMnepaTop Tht C>AaBHH BecnacnaH - 
69-79 r. KaTO ceAHiue Ha BerepaHH ot Ocmh AerHOH. 

Ha TepHTOpHHTa Ha apxeoAornHecKHa pe3epBar AeyATyM, komto 

e OKOAO 3 KB. KM. Ca OTKpHTH HaA 200 o6eKTa OT Kl>CH06p0H30BaTa 

enoxa ao Kt>choto CpeAHOBeKOBHe, cpeA kohto n3m>KBa 6poH3o- 
Ba cTaryn Ha pHMCKH HMnepaTop. Ao6pe npoyneHa h eKcnoHHpaHa 
e M3TOHHaTa nopTa Ha phmckh* rpaA h nacT ot rAaBHaTa yAHua ci>c 
CTaTyH Ha 6oroBeTe-noi<poBHTeAH Ha rpaAa. 

M3tohho ot yKpeneHaTa TepHTOpHfl Ha cpeAHOBeKOBHH* rpaA, 
b cKaAHTe e OTKpHT aHTHneH HeKponoA, ot II-I1I BeK, c AeceT H3ce- 
neHH hhuih 3a norpe6eHH*. B ceBeponsTO^HaTa nacT Ha aHTHHHua 
rpaA e npoyneH xpaM Ha AcKAennn, kohto 6ha npeycrpoeH b xpaM 
Ha HMnepaTopcKHa KyAT. 

CpeAHOBeKOBHHTe o6eKTH ca KpenocTTa, HapeneHa „MaAKO- 

to rpaAHine" h irtpKBa. Kpan q-bpKBaTa e npoy^eHa MHTHHnecKa 
craHU.ua, koato noKa3Ba, hq rpaAT'T ce e HaMHpaA b panoHa Ha rpa- 
HHnaTa MOKAy LUpcTBO BtArapHii u M3TOHHaTa PHMCKa HMnepua 
(BH3aHraa). TpaHHHHHa OKon „EpKecHH" e 6ha nocTpoeH oiqe no 
BpeMeTO Ha xanTepseA (720-721 r.). 

OcHOBHHTe nepHOAH b HCTopn^Ta HaKpenocTTaca ABa. ITbpBH- 
rt e IV- VII Bex, KoraTO rpaA"bT 6ma nacT ot pHMCKaTa npoaHHUHH 
XeMHMOHT h 6ha Ba^KHa cTaHUHH Ha m/ra Me>KAy HOBaTa cTQAwua - 
KoHCTaHTHHonoA h KpaHAyHaBCKHTe yKpenAeHna Ha HMnepn^Ta. 
Ilpe3 BTopnfl nepwoA - XII-XIV BeK KpenocTTa OT6paH#BaAa 

6i.ArapcKH cpeAHOBeKOBeH rpaA. 

LJ-bpKBaTa, ko*to e npoyneHa b MecrHOcrra „KocTaAMH HeniMa" 

e c rtAaH Ha TpHKopa6Ha 6a3HAHKa. B Hea ca OTKpHTH norpe6eHHfl 

Ha BHCUIK UT>pKOBHH CAyJKHTeAH. OTKpHTKTe B TpH OT norpe6eHH- 

«Ta TpH cpe6i>pHH KptCTa ca AaTHpaHH ot IX-X »eK. Otkphth ca H 
64 oaobhm nenaTa, noBeneTO ot kohto c ahkobctc Ha HMnepaTopH 



-143 



ot HKOHo6opMecKaTa enoxa - 726-843 r. Ha Tpw ot Te3H nenaTH 
4>nrypnpa hmcto Ha 6i>ArapcKMH Ljap-noKpi>crHTeA Bopnc I, Hape- 
4eH „MMxaHA - apxoHT Ha E-bArapRa". 

70. Belintash 

The impressive rock sanctuary Belintash is located about 50 
km. south of Plovdiv, in the Rhodope mountain, near the village ot 
Vrata. The sanctuary is built on a rocky plateau about 300/40 m. in 
size, risen 50 m. from the surrounding terrain. The upper level plat- 
form has several strange symmetrical slots and three deep reservoirs 
with almost perfect circumference. These wells, 

2-3 m. deep, represent regular cylinders with a diameter of about 
2 metres. The walls are perfectly smooth. They were probably used 
for ritual sacrifices of animals or for the gathering of rain water for 
purifying rituals. Besides these figures there are numerous chutes, 
niches and stairs, artificially built into the rock. There are some evi- 
dences for the existence of a temple with a colonnade on the eastern 
part of the complex, used from 4 th millennium BC to the time of 
the Roman emperor Arcadius (395-408 AD). 

Most probably in the rock-cut sanctuary of Belintash was wor- 
shipped Sabazii - the supreme god of the Thncians. 

In 198 1 a silver tablet was found here that currently can be seen 
in the Sofia Archaeological Museum. The ancient Thracian crafts- 
men painted on it a local vision for the myth of Heracles as a mem- 
ber of initiation mystery. The demigod wears on his head a bandage, 
which shows his initiated status and in his hand he holds the ritual 
twig. 

70. BeAHHTaiu 

CscaAHOTO cBeTHAHuje BeAHHTani ce HaMKpa Ha 50 km. khkho 
ot IIaobahb, b 6ah30ct ao ceAO BpaTa. To e H3rpaAeno Ha cicaAeH 
MacHB, A^Afcr 300 h mnpoK 40 MCTpa, kohto ce H3BHCABa Ha 50-HHa 
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MeTpa ot OKOAHKa TepeH. B HeroBaia Haw-BHCOKa HacT, AwpeKTHO b 
CKaAaTa, ca M3ceMeHM reoMeipHMHH <[>HrypH h rpH KAaAeHei^a. Kj\a- 
ACHijHTe ca c ijHAHHApHHHa <J>opMa, 2.3 MeTpa a^a6okh h c AHaMe- 
Ti>p Ha OTBopHTe 2 MeTpa. OreHHTe hm ca nep(j)CKTHO rAaAKH. Te ca 

H3nOA3BaHH HaH-BepOilTHO 3a JKepTBOnpHHOUieHHfl Ha >KMBOTHH H 

CT>6npaHC Ha A^^AOBHa BOAa 3a npeHHCTBaujH pwTyaAK. Ocbch txx 
b CKaAHaTa riAaT(|>opMa ca H3CCHCHH h mho>kcctbo yAen, hhuih h 
crbnaAa. HMa a^hhh 3a ci>mecTByBaHeTO Ha xpaM c KOAOHaAa ot 

H3TOHHaTa CTpaHa Ha B-b3BHIIICHHCT0, ^VHKUHOHHpaA OT IV XHA. 

np. Xp. ao BpeMeTo Ha pHMCKua HMnepaTop ApxaAHH (395-408 

r.). 

HaH-BepoiiTHO Ha CKaAHOTO CBeTHAKme BeAMHTaiu e noHHTaHO 
eAHo ot ocHOBHHTe 6o>KecTBa Ha TpaKHTe - Ca6a3HH. 

ripe3 1981 r. TyK e OTKpnTa cpe6i>pHa nAacTHHa, kojito noHac- 
ToameM ce cbxpaHHBa b ApxeoAorHnecKKa Myaeii b Co<j>n.a. H30- 
6pa>KeHHeTO Ha hoi e rbAKyBano KaTo MecTHa TpaKHHcica hkohoi"- 
pa<j>n3 Ha XepaKi>A, ynacTBaiu, b HHHUHauHOHeH o6peA- ToBa noA- 
cxa3BaT npeBp-b3KaTa Ha rAaBaTa Ha noAy6ora h pHTyaAHH/i /Ke3T>A 
b HeroBaTa ptKa. 
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52. Red church near Perushtitza 
52. Hepeeuama UjtpKsa Kpau Tlepymumz 




53. The Forest of the Cross 
53. Kpi>c?noea 20pa 




54. Elenska basilica nearPirdop 
54. EjieucKama 6a3iuuKa „ Ce. npop. Maum " Kpau Tlupdon 




56. Thracian to?nb of Kazanlak. 
56. KasaHAMUKama zpo6HuUjci 




56. Thracian tomb of Kazanlak* 
56. Ka3awihiuKarna zpo6uuu,a 




57. The tomb ofSeuthus III 
57. Tpo6uMi,ama ua Ceem III 




58. Starosei 
58. CmapoceA - mpaxu&acu xyAmos komhackc 




58, Starosei 
58. CmapoceA - mpaKuucxu xyyimoa komhackc 




59. Hissarya 

59. Xucapfi 




59. Hissarya 

59. Xucapji 




64. The monastery of St. Athanasius of Alexandria 
64. Mduacmup'bm ua Cs. Arnauacuu AjieKcaudpuucKu xpau Hupnau 




65. The sanctuary of the Nymphs and Aphrodite near Kasnakovo 
65. CeemuAUUfemo ua uuM<fiume n Acfypoduma xpaii Kacuaxoeo 




66. Perperikon 
66. IlepnepuKOH 




67. Borovetz ski resort 
67. Bopoeetij 




68. TatuI sanctuary 
68. CeemuAHUfemo xpaii ceAO TamyA 





*'K 














68. Tatul sanctuary 
68. Ceemiuiianemo xpau cejw TamyA 




70. Belintash 

70. Eejiuumaiu 









70. Belintash 
70. BeAimmaiu 



^ ^ 







The present guide-book aims to set a beginning connected with 
the idea of the esoteric or enlightening tourism. 

The title is concerned with the formation of one huge educative 
line in the field of the energy and sacred places in Bulgaria. 

Naturally, the 70 sites listed here represent only a part of the 
whole multitude of energy and spiritual spots located on the mega- 
lithic complex of the Balkan Peninsula as a whole. In this sense their 
number could rise to 700 and spread beyond the territory of Bulgaria, 
reaching the nearby Balkan countries, which in the past have been in- 
habited with population united under the name of Ihracians or Pelas- 
gi-archthracians. 



HacTOHmimT cnpaBOHHMK qeAH Aa nocTaen eAHO HanaAO CBi>p3a- 
ho c noHflTHexo e30TepnneH hah npoceeTHTeACKH TypiwbM. 

3ai Aaiiiic to e uion aiuo n n pa,k vane i o Ha cvviia 01 poMiia npo- 
cBeTHTCACKa Aim iim b noACTo Ha eHeprHHHHTe h cut-menu Mecra Ha 
Bi>ArapHH. 

EcrecTBeHO e, ne H36poeHHTe 70 o6eKTa ca caMO eAHa nacT ot 

l|»AOTO MHO)KeCTBO OT CIICpi'I IIIH II H AY XOBHH MeCTa OT MCraAHTHHfl 

KOMiiAeKC ne ca.Mo Ha Ei>ArapH$i, a u iia BaAKaHHTe. B tosh cmhct>a 
6pOHT Ha H36poeHMTe 70 o6eicra ce iia A>"Ba\ie Aa A*>CTHrHe ao 700 h 
Aa ce pa3npocTpe u mi>n i epin opn#ra Ha caxiaxa I> i» \ r apn >i , m ah sai-i- 

KH B OKOAHHTe 6a .VKilHCKIi CbCCAHH CTpaHH <>6ll TUBai-III B MHHaAOTO 

ot c vmino HaceAeHHe HapeneHO i paiai mah neAacrn-npoTOTpaKH. 



ciia 12 ab. 
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